TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
November 8, 2010

7:30 PM

Mountainville

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Bruce Mackie Mario Colitti arrived at 7:38 p.m., Teddy Murphy, Mary Ace, Tom Schroth and Joe Weber.
Absent:  Matt Grobert and Laurence Malloy.
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 12, 2010.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Chairman Teasdale opened the meeting up to the public.  There being no one in the public, Mr. Teasdale closed the public portion of the meeting.  
MINUTES

September 13, 2010

Mr. Weber made a motion to approve the September 13, 2010 minutes as written.  Mr. Schroth seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  Ms. Ace and Mr. Colitti abstained.  

October 18, 2010

Ms. Ace made a motion to approve the October 18, 2010 minutes with minor corrections to page 2.  Mr. Schroth seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  Mrs. Murphy abstained.    
CORRESPONDENCE
a) A copy of a letter dated October 21, 2010 from Shana Goodchild to Dan Bernstein re: conservation easements.

Ms. Murphy announced a meeting at the South Branch Watershed Association on November 18, 2010 regarding conservation easements; Ms. Murphy noted that she would attend.  
DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Hunterdon County Planning Awards (revised submission date)
Mr. Teasdale noted that his original inclination was to nominate the newly adopted ERI however he has since thought about highlighting specific issues from the ERI such as conservation easements, well mapping, water sampling tables, etc.  Mr. Mackie agreed and suggested other unique aspects of the Township ERI.  Ms. Ace suggested sending a copy of the entire ERI with the notations about the items within the document that are unique.  Mr. Teasdale agreed to take a look at it during his time off in the middle of December (the submission deadline to the County is in January).  

· Discussion regarding Highlands Planning Area – Opting In
There was discussion regarding the Township opting in; the status of the Township’s decision was unclear.    

· Update on E.C. Liaisons to other Boards/Committees (eg. Forest Advisory Board and Land Use Board)
Mr. Mackie noted that Donna Drewes presented the Rockaway Creek Watershed project information at the November 3, 2010 Land Use Board meeting.  The Land Use Board was in favor of the project and asked that the Environmental Commission provide formal recommendations to the Land Use Board.  When asked about the next step, Mr. Teasdale noted that the North Jersey Resource Conservation and Development Council will provide the Environmental Commission with a final report and map.  

Mr. Mackie noted that the Johnson resolutions are being drafted and are slated for adoption later in the month.  

Mr. Mackie reported on the Land Use Board Master Plan Re-examination worksessions; the next worksession is scheduled for November 17, 2010.  When asked if there are substantive changes with regard to south of Oldwick, Mr. Mackie responded in the positive and indicated that the Board will be recommending the removal of the overlay zone south of Route 78 to provide for more flexibility.  Ms. Ace noted that the sewer permit for the area south of 78 was revoked.  Mr. Mackie explained that a copy of a letter was received by the Land Use Board that indicated that Bellemead has re-applied for the permit.  Mr. Teasdale opined that the Township Committee authorized a TDR study and that this area might be a possible receiving area.  
Mr. Mackie noted that the Board was also strengthening the language on recycling and alternative energy facilities.  Discussion ensued regarding the current recycling situation.  Mr. Mackie noted that the Township adopted a uniform municipal source separation and recycling ordinance in 2010 which replaced the Township’s previous recycling ordinance.  The new ordinance identifies recyclable materials for residential, commercial and industrial uses and provides for a municipal recycling coordinator to help ensure that the requirements of the State and County are met.  
Mrs. Murphy reported on the Forestry Advisory Board and noted that she saw a documentary on NJN about how school children are encouraged to be involved in environmental exploration around their buildings.  She indicated that she is going to send a letter to the education foundation to request that they put some money into a program for consultants who would come to the school and help the teachers implement the program into the curriculum.  Mrs. Murphy expressed her disappointment that the plan that was prepared for Pascale Park was never implemented; the teachers at the elementary school are eager to use the park as a laboratory.  
Mrs. Murphy also announced a meeting on Wednesday, November 10th at 2 p.m. with Senator Oroho, the NJDEP and the Friends of Fairmount at the site of the proposed JCP&L substation.  The purpose of the meeting is to point out the safety issues with the proposed facility and the site.  She added that Shaun Van Doren and Dana Desiderio will also be present.  
Mr. Teasdale asked if the CEU class taught by Melissa Almendinger took place.  Mrs. Murphy responded in the positive and noted that 12 people attended, 2 from the DPW, 3 from other towns, Mr. Mackie and members from the Scenic Roads and Bridges Commission.  The subject of invasive species was discussed; how to identify and deal with them.  Ms. Almendinger provided specifics on at least a dozen different invasive species common in Tewksbury.  Mr. Weber noted that more needs to be done about the deer problem; the deer eat the native species and the invasive species thrive.  Mr. Teasdale asked if the Master Plan Re-Examination addresses the deer problem, to which the response was negative.  Mr. Teasdale noted that he will raise it as an issue at the November 17, 2010 worksession.         
Mr. Schroth noted that there is a pending cell tower application in Oldwick at the Oldwick Fire Company site, north of the fire house.  Ms. Ace opined that many variances would be required for that location.  

Ms. Ace suggested putting an article in the Times of Tewksbury outlining the top 12 invasive species common in Tewksbury Township and how to deal with them.   

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Mr. Schroth made a motion to adjourn at 8:37 p.m.  Mr. Weber seconded the motion.  

Respectfully submitted,

Shana L. Goodchild

Land Use Administrator

