Tewksbury Township Historic Preservation Commission
Meeting Minutes

February 22, 2010
The meeting of the Tewksbury Township Historic Preservation Commission was called to order at 7:30 pm in the Mountainville Meeting Hall by Chairman Scheier.  The members of the Commission present were Michael Scheier, Cyril Beveridge, Janet Clark, Rosemary Hartten., Karen Moriarty (arrived 7:40) and Mary Elizabeth Young.  Randy Benson, the Secretary, and Dennis Bertland, the Historic Consultant, were also in attendance.  Based on the members present, a quorum was established.  
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT

Chairman Scheier read the opening statement that the Commission meeting being held that evening was in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, and indicated where notices for that meeting were posted.
Minutes 

The minutes of January 26, 2010 were approved with corrections.  On page two under “Minutes”, the minutes were seconded by Commissioner Young, not Commissioner Beveridge.  On page two in the first line change “meetings” to “meeting”.  On page four under 1, revise the sentence to state “improvements could be done with some revisions based on the physical conditions.”  In the last sentence of the first paragraph change the word “proposal” to the word scenario”.    A motion was made by Commissioner Clark seconded by Commissioner Hartten to approve the minutes with the corrections.  The following Commissioners voted in favor of the motion:  Commissioner Scheier, Commissioner Clark and Commission Hartten.  Commissioner Beveridge and Commissioner Moriarty abstained.
Claims
Resolutions

The Commission considered Resolution 2010-01 requesting the Highlands Council hold a public hearing for the JCP&L substation on Fox Hill Road.  A motion was made by Commissioner Beveridge seconded by Commissioner Scheier to approve the resolution with one correction.  In paragraph two on line five, change “to have” to “will have” The following Commissioners: Commissioner Scheier, Commissioner Beveridge, Commissioner Clark Commissioner Hartten Commissioner Moriarty and Commissioner Young, voted in favor of the resolution.
Applications

Application 10-02  Neil Cuthbert & Wende Dasteel

                               Block 39, Lot 3 – 7 Church Street, Oldwick

Wende Dasteel, the property owner, was present and sworn in.  Ms. Dasteel recently purchased the home with her husband and they are proposing to renovate the barn on the property.  The barn would receive a new interior stairway for a new art studio on the second floor.  The barn would receive a new asphalt roof that would be Elk shingles that are slate in color.  The applicant would also be replacing the existing windows with new windows and adding new windows on the second floor of the north side of the building.  The windows will be Anderson vinyl clad windows with wooden snap in grills.  Commissioner Scheier questioned whether wooden snap in grills would be available for the Anderson windows.  Ms. Dasteel stated that is what she had requested from her architect and he said they were.  The existing sliding door would remain on the front of the building.  Commissioner Beveridge stated the proposed windows on the north side were larger then the other new windows.  Ms. Dasteel said they were trying to make the window fit the existing hay loft opening on one side and a new window to match it on the other side.  The existing hayloft door will remain and a new one will be added on the other side to match.  The Commission questioned what type of windows would be installed and the applicant stated there would be casement and fixed windows on the sides of the building and double hung windows on the front of the building and double hung and casement window on the rear of the building as shown by architect Ed O’Brien.  Commissioner Beveridge stated he believed the two windows on the north side of the building should be smaller because they are too large in comparison to the other proposed windows on the building.  Commissioner Scheier stated there would probably be areas on the sides of the building that would need to be patch as a result of moving and replacing windows.  He asked Ms. Dasteel what they planned to do with any siding repairs.  Ms. Dasteel said they had no plans to do any exterior siding.  She stated if they were to do any siding they would have to come back to the Commission.  Commissioner Scheier said the issue on siding could be addressed now in case they ran into problems during construction.  The Commission suggested the applicant use board and batten look for the siding.  It could be done with plywood sheets and slats to give it the board and batten appearance.  The applicant stated she would agree to the board and batten and said she would give it the appearance of twelve inch wide boards.  After further discussion a motion was made by Commissioner Beveridge, seconded by Commissioner Clark to approve the application with the following conditions:
1. The windows would be wood exterior with one inch by four inch trim and have true or simulated divided lites.
2. The two proposed windows on the north elevation will be no larger than two feet six inches by four feet.

3. The exterior trim on the building will be made of wood.

4. If the building needs to be resided it will be board and batten with twelve inch wide boards.
5. The upper doors on the north elevation will be built with vertical boards.

The following Commissioners voted in favor of the motion with the conditions:  Commissioner Scheier, Commissioner Beveridge, Commissioner Clark, Commissioner Hartten, Commissioner Moriarty and Commissioner Young.

Correspondence

Public Participation

Miscellaneous 
The Commission discussed the proposed sidewalks in Oldwick.  Commissioner Beveridge stated that when he and Commissioner Scheier walked the proposed sidewalk improvement area they decided to only focus on the Route 517 (Main Street) section of the project.  The Commission is recommending that the Church Street portion of the project is not done because the existing plan is not in keeping in character of the Historic District.  Commissioner Scheier stated the project on the Main Street portion of the project should be looked at and done altogether and not in bits and pieces meaning that if there are plans to do the other side of Rte. 517 then the project should be planned at one time.  If tinted concrete is used on one side and five years later the other side is done then they will not match because of weathering.  The slate and bluestone should be reused where possible.  Many portions of the sidewalk would just need the stones to be reset.  The concrete portion of sidewalk from the corner of Church Street extending south on Main Street should be repaired/replaced and leveled out so there is no tripping hazard.  Commissioner Beveridge said the brick portion of the sidewalk should be replaced because of its condition and because it does not match any of the other sidewalks.  Dennis Bertland stated a lot of the information is covered in his 2006 report when he was asked to review the original proposed sidewalk plan on the west side of Route 517.  Mr. Bertland said he would have a copy of the report forwarded to all of the Commission members for their review.  Commissioner Scheier said the more appropriate way to handle this type of project is to hire a local stone mason and have the project be overseen by possibly the Road Department.  If it was handled that way the project could be addressed on a property by property basis instead of pouring a concrete strip from one end to the other.  The Commission said they will disapprove the plan as submitted so it can be amended with input from the Historic Preservation Commission for submittal to the State Historic Preservation Office.  The recommendations will be put in writing to be reviewed by the Commission and then submitted to the Township Committee.
There being no further business to come before the Commission, a motion was made by Commissioner Clark and seconded by Commissioner Moriarty to adjourn the meeting.  A voice vote was taken and all of the Commission members present voted in favor of adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm.

Respectfully submitted

Randall Benson 
Secretary, Historic Preservation Commission
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