TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP PARKS COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES

November 14, 2007

Meeting Called to Order at 7:30 p.m.

Roll Call and Declaration of a Quorum

Open Meetings Statement was read by Mr. Becker

Attending:

David Barnes

Jeff Fenton

Thomas Murphy

Robert Becker, Chairman

Carmen Natale (arrived 7:42 pm)

Absent: Rolf Margenau, Sheldon Kay

Minutes from Prior Meeting(s) dated: October 10, 2007

No amendments or changes.

Motion to approve and forward to Township by: Mr. Fenton; Seconded: Mr. Murphy

Vote: Unanimous approval

Correspondence

from Township Committee


None

from General Public:
Mr. Paul Smith and Mr. Colin Smith.

Mr. Colin Smith is a candidate for Eagle Scout and presented his ideas for a bench project in town parks and is seeking the sponsorship of the Parks committee.   Discussion was held on the process for determining placement of benches, style and design.  Mr. C. Smith stated that donations for materials would be solicited and the naming of benches is a possibility.  He also seeks Parks committee input as to the placement of benches.  The committee will assist Mr. Smith in identifying the location of installing park benches and other aid as he may need.  It was recommended that he identify the location of any installed benches with GPS for use in publishing town park maps.  Messrs. Barnes and Fenton offered to assist Mr. C Smith in this research and to be the “champions” of his project on the PC.
Mr. Barnes recommended that the Parks Committee be the official sponsor organization for Mr. Smith’s Eagle Scout project.

Motion to approve and forward to Township by: Mr. Fenton; Seconded: Mr. Murphy

Vote: Unanimous approval
Parks Use Applications

The Upper Raritan Watershed Association Nature Walk at Pascale Park walk scheduled for December 2, 2007 was discussed.  Mr. Barnes shared that he put together flyers and mailed them to property owners within 200’ (with addresses provided by Ms. Brassard from the Township) around Pascale Park as well as youth and school groups making them aware of the URWA Nature Walk.

Motion to approve made by Mr. Fenton; Seconded: Mr. Murphy

Vote: Unanimous approval
 Abstention: Mr. Barnes

COMMITTEE DISCUSSION

1) Review Bark in the Park and discuss 2008 BITP thoughts and ideas as discussed with 2007 Coordinator.

Discussed items:
Move event date into September


Suggestion was made to add events like Sheep-herding and Jack Russell Terriers for next year.  It was recommended that a budget request in the amount of $ 1000 be made for 2008.

2) Review 2008 Budget recommendations

· Bark in the Park as noted above

· Add a small musicians group/band prior to a ‘movie night’

· Youth recreation: as discussed at October 2007 meeting, follow up with TAA to gather their suggestions for 2008/2009 field and equipment needs

3) At the request of the Township committee, further discuss and review Parks Ordinance sections concerning number of people in parks and on ball fields requiring a permit.


After discussion, Recommendation that Sixteen (16) players be the requisite number that require a Park Usage Application to be filed with the Township

4) At the request of Township committee, discuss:

· methods to decrease litter at town parks

· recommend type of trash/recycling containers for town Parks

a. Recommend changing PUA wording to list responsible party for litter clean-up

b. Parks Communications to event sponsors and local groups

Ask TAA and other users of Parks for litter plan 

Communicate ‘Pack-IN/Pack OUT’ as good practice

c. Installing Bear-proof garbage and recycling receptacles at town parks.

A recommendation was made that the Township install only one trash and recycling container at Oldwick for an evaluation for six months at which time discussion will be held to determine if additional town parks should have trash containers installed.

Mr. Fenton left the meeting at 9:48 for a Rescue Squad call.
5)  Review and comment on draft recommendations of Pascale Ad-Hoc committee.
  
Discussion amongst PC members regarding inclusion of representatives from other groups in the Ad hoc group, upcoming meetings and the 11/27 presentation to the Twp Comm. 
Additional Discussion Items

NONE

Next meeting date: December 12, 2007

Motion for adjournment made by Mr. Barnes, seconded by Mr. Murphy

Vote: Unanimous in favor

Adjournment at 10:16 p.m.
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