TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

AUGUST 8, 2006 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a regular session at on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor William J. Voyce presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members, Dianne Clarke-Kudless, Thomas G. Kenyon, George Tauber and Shaun Van Doren.
Jesse Landon, Township Administrator and Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk were in attendance.

Township Professionals in attendance were Judith Kopen, Township Attorney and Andrew Holt, Township Engineer.

There were approximately twelve members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Voyce.
2.
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
3.
Correspondence
The Correspondence List is attached to the minutes.

Mr. Van Doren requested a copy of item “c” from the Correspondence List.

4. 
Public Participation
David Barnes questioned when the Forestry Advisory Board (FAB) could present an update to the Township Committee, adding that he would like authorization to have the Mayor sign the application to authorize applying for Tree City USA status.  He noted that the FAB wishes to more involve the community at large with utilizing and enjoying the forests within the Township. 
Ms. Brassard arrived at 8:05 PM.
Mr. Tauber arrived at 8:07PM.

Libby Devlin stated that her husband had been “read his Miranda rights” by the Township Police as he was charged with trespassing at the Bridge T-87 worksite. The matter of trespassing was confirmed by video tape taken with a surveillance camera.  She opined that the workers are doing a “sloppy job” and her husband has gone to the site periodically to check on the work.  She questioned if the Township Police could be given the responsibility to monitor environmental hazards within the Township.  Additional comments were made regarding “anonymous complaints” with regard to fences.  In closing, Mrs. Devlin stated that she feels that the “Police should have more power to look at what’s going on in the environment …as there is not that much crime…and it would give them something more to do.”
Robert Becker stated that he would like to have an analysis done regarding the actual life of chip and seal roadwork done, as he noted that there are holes on Beavers Road that received chip and seal in 2005.  
He further questioned how a citizen should proceed with getting a speed limit on a county road lowered.  
Regarding the recently discussed Conflict of Interest document, Mr. Becker questioned what was expected of Township boards, committees and commissions with regard to enforcement.  Additional discussion followed regarding the Ethics Policy which has to be signed by all members of Township boards, committees and commissions.

Dennis McGill questioned if any Ordinances were forthcoming regarding noise, quality of life, barking dogs, lighting, vehicles and nuisances.  Dr. Voyce stated that none of the above noted issues are ready to come forth in Ordinance form, as they are in different phases of development.  Additional comments were made regarding a recent letter in the Times of Tewksbury regarding “potential corruption”.  Mr. McGill referred to New Jersey as “the most corrupt State of the fifty.”  In response to a question by Mr. McGill, it was stated that nothing was referred to the prosecutor’s office as no facts of any sort have been presented.
Harold Wrede questioned if health insurance is mandated for public employees as was discussed in the above noted article.  Discussion followed concerning that individual employees have a choice of whether or not to receive health insurance.

Additional comments were made regarding the consolidation of Police departments between Tewksbury and Califon. 
Ed O’Brien opined that Rhode Island is more corrupt than New Jersey.
In response to a question by Mr. Becker, it was stated that an individual needs to put a request for an Ordinance in writing and to present it the Township Committee to be considered for adoption. 
Further comments were made regarding the Conflict of Interest document and the amount of funds expended for attorney services.  Mr. Becker questioned if the Township Committee has considered bringing on a “block of time attorney”.

William Clark questioned the last time an RFP was sent out for Township attorney, bond counsel, auditing and insurance services.  Discussion followed concerning municipal auditing and the need for an auditor to familiarize himself with the municipality.   Additional comments were made regarding the matter brought up regarding the surveillance camera on Bridge T-87.

Discussion followed concerning Mr. Becker’s question regarding the possible need for additional Police officers if Tewksbury were to enter into a shared services contract with Califon Borough.
5.
Actions to be taken
· Ordinance Public Hearing

Mr. Van Doren moved to open the Public Hearing on Ordinance #15-2006.

Mrs. Kopen stated that she spoke with Shana Goodchild and Randy Benson regarding Ordinance #15-2006, and suggested postponing adoption as a substantial change may be needed regarding the addition of a definitional section pertaining to a development fee.
Mr. Tauber opined that the Ordinance should be adopted and an amendment drafted for future introduction.
Dr. Clarke-Kudless seconded the above stated motion.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.
Ms. Brassard provided proof of publication from the 7/20/06 Hunterdon County Democrat.

Mr. O’Brien questioned the length of time a structure can be included in the affordable housing program.

There being no additional comments from the public, Mr. Van Doren moved to close the Public Hearing on Ordinance #15-2006, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of Ordinance #15-2006, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.
Mr. Tauber noted that an amendment be prepared by Attorney Kopen for the upcoming Township Committee meeting.

ORDINANCE NO. 15-2006

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 15.12 “AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROGRAM” AND CHAPTER 15.10 “AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

DEVELOPMENT FEE”


WHEREAS, certain amendments are required to the Tewksbury Township affordable housing ordinance in order to reflect changes made in the administrative mechanisms regarding the Township’s affordable housing program; and

WHEREAS, from time to time the Township of Tewksbury has been requested to temporarily waive a requirement that certain properties subject to a Tewksbury Affordable Housing Agreement be permitted to be occupied by owners of the property due to a temporary hardship wherein the primary residence of the owner is unable to be occupied; and

WHEREAS, the Township wishes to be able to consider accommodating owners in circumstances where hardship would prevent them from being able to occupy their  primary residence and the owner has a vacant low or moderate income unit subject to an Affordable Housing Agreement; and

WHEREAS, the Township wishes further to insure that such low or moderate income housing remain available to Township residents after the owner’s temporary hardship is resolved; and

WHEREAS, in consideration for the grant of such a hardship waiver, the Township shall require that the property’s term of obligation to provide a low or moderate income unit be recalculated to measure ten years dated from the vacancy of the property by the owner after the grant of such a hardship waiver; and

WHEREAS, Tewksbury Township desires to impose a development fee for an expansion of an existing residential structure.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that:
1. Section 15.12 of the Tewksbury Township Municipal Code be amended as follows:

I. The title of Section 15.12.030 “Affordable Housing Board” be deleted and replaced with “Powers of Tewksbury Township Committee in regard to Affordable Housing.”
II. Sections A & B of Section 15.12.030 be deleted.
III. Section C of Section 15.12.030 be redesignated Section A and be rewritten as follows:


“A.  Powers of Tewksbury Township Committee in regard to Affordable Housing.  The powers of the Township Committee as regards affordable housing shall be as follows: “
IV.  Subparagraph C(1) of previous Section C (now A) shall be deleted and replaced by the following:

“1.  To determine the person or organization to be appointed the housing officer for the township, and the amount of compensation to be paid to that person or organization.”
V.  Subparagraph (2) of previous Section C (now A) shall be deleted and replaced by the following:

“2.  To adopt any rules and regulations, amending or supplementing those adopted by this chapter, necessary and appropriate to supplement applicable state law (which state law includes, but is not limited to the provisions of said  Fair Housing Act and regulations promulgated by COAH); provided that such rules and regulations shall be in furtherance of and not inconsistent with applicable law:”
VI.  Subparagraphs (2)a – j of previous Section C (now A) shall remain unchanged.

VII. Subparagraph (3) of previous Section C (now A) shall be deleted and replaced by the following:

“3.  To determine the methods to be used, consistent with COAH regulations for housing surveys to be conducted to ascertain the extent and location of substandard housing in the township and, upon authorization by the township committee, to conduct such surveys or to arrange to have such surveys conducted.”
VIII.  Subparagraph (6) of previous Section C (now A) shall be deleted and replaced by the following:

“6.  To determine in conjunction with the housing consultant as to rehabilitation and conversion, the disbursement of funds from the housing rehabilitation, conversion and assistance fund, if such funds are available, for rehabilitation, conversion, and for other projects and assistance (including new construction) in accordance with Section 15.12.040.”
IX.  All other portions of Section 15.12.030 shall remain unchanged.  
2.  Section 15.12 of the Tewksbury Township Municipal Code be further amended by adding a new section 15.12.090 entitled “Hardship Waivers” as follows:

a.  Upon a written request by a landlord/owner for a temporary hardship waiver from the requirement that a low or moderate income housing rental unit be occupied by lower income persons, but that the same be occupied by the owner due to hardship circumstances, including but not limited to the inability of the owner to occupy their primary residence, a hearing shall take place at the next regularly scheduled Township Committee meeting in order to review the facts set forth by the owner in order to establish any such hardship so long as the low or moderate income unit is vacant as of the date of the written request;

b. If such a hardship is established to the satisfaction of the Township Committee, the Township Committee shall grant such a hardship waiver, conditioned upon a limitation on the occupancy by the owner for a set period of time which shall extend no more than twelve (12) months for the occupancy of the owner.

c. An amendment to the applicable Tewksbury Affordable Housing Agreement for the unit be recorded prior to any occupancy by the owner, which amendment would extend the expiration date of the deed restrictions on the property requiring occupancy by low or moderate income persons for an additional period of ten years measured from the time that the owner vacates the low/moderate income unit.

d.   At such time as the owner vacates the low/moderate unit, that unit shall be returned to Tewksbury Township’s Affordable Housing Program.
3.  Section 15.10.050(c) of Chapter 15.10, “Affordable Housing Development Fee” shall be amended by deleting the first sentence of that Section and replacing it by the following:
“Where there is an expansion of an existing residential structure requiring a construction permit, a development fee shall be paid.”
The remaining provisions of Chapter 15.10 shall remain unchanged.  
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by said Township Committee that this Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon publication following final passage, according to law.

_____________________

William J. Voyce
Mayor
· Ordinance Introduction

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to introduce Ordinance #16-2006, seconded by Mr. Tauber.  
Mr. Van Doren noted that he would like to contact the County regarding the concerns of the Township Committee regarding funding for emergency services equipment.  Mayor Voyce stated that he would send a letter to County regarding the matter.  It was additionally noted that the members of the Township emergency squads be notified of the Public Hearing for Ordinance #16-2006.

The above noted motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

The Public Hearing is scheduled for 09/12/06.

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

 COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

ORDINANCE # 16-2006

AN ORDINANCE TO FUND THE PURCHASE OF COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT FOR EMERGENCY SERVICES AND THE JOINT ACQUISITION OF OPEN SPACE PROPERTY LOCATED ON BLOCK 28 LOT 27   

# # #

· Consent Agenda

Mr. Kenyon moved adoption of the Consent Agenda, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  
RESOLUTION #112-2006

TO ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF DONATIONS TO THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

WHEREAS, a donation of $450.00 was made to the Police Department of the Township of Tewksbury by Groendyke Associates in a check dated 07/24/06; and

WHEREAS, a donation of $500.00 was made to the Police Department of the Township of Tewksbury by the Isabel & David Mahalick Foundation in a check dated 06/25/06; and

WHEREAS, a donation of $20.00 was made to the Police Department of the Township of Tewksbury by Gregory and Holly Celiano in a check dated 08/01/06; and
WHEREAS, a donation of $450.00 was made to the Police Department of the Township of Tewksbury by Mr. & Mrs. James Johnson in a check dated 07/28/06.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that these donations have been acknowledged and deposited in the appropriate account of the Township of Tewksbury. 

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #113-2006
A RESOLUTION SETTING THE 2006SALARY AND WAGE FOR EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the following salary and wage for the employees so stated are hereby set for the year 2006
	DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

	Chase Torre
	Public Works Employee
	$18.27/hour*

*effective 8/14/06

	Andrew Sternick
	Public Works Employee
	$18.27/hour*

*effective 8/28/06


____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #114-2006

AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR 2006 DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS

WHEREAS, two bids were received on August 8, 2006 for the 2006 drainage improvement project; and
WHEREAS, the Township Committee has reviewed the recommendations made by the Township Administrator, Township Engineer, Township Purchasing Agent  and Township Superintendent of Public Works on said bids; and
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined sufficient funds are available.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the following contract be awarded based on the recommendation of the Township Administrator Township Engineer, Township Purchasing Agent and Township Superintendent of Public Works.

	COMPANY
	BID PRICES

	Caro Corporation
	366,118.00 base bid

	Caro Coproration
	  28,860.00 alternate

	
	

	TOTAL
	 394,978.00


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and the Township Administrator are hereby authorized and directed to execute the contracts for same. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that additional funds up to 20% of the base bid may be used with authorization of the Township Administrator.

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

· Claims as submitted by the CFO 

         Authorization to have Mayor sign Discharge of Mortgage Block 14 Lot 16

         Authorization to have Mayor sign Postponement of Mortgage  

· Presentation of Sister Cities Award

Dr. Clarke-Kudless presented Sue Murphy to the Township Committee as she presented the Sisters Cities Award to Mayor Voyce.  Mrs. Murphy noted the presentation as it occurred at the National Conference in Washington, D.C..  Additional comments were made regarding the fact that Tewksbury Township was recognized as a Best Practice Program by Sisters Cities. 
6.
Reports

Township Committee Sub Committee

Education/Community Affairs

Dr. Clarke-Kudless noted the recent Annual Night Out held on August 1, 2006.  Additional comments were made regarding the upcoming exchange program with the Tewksbury schools.

An upcoming program entitled “Music for Peace” is scheduled for 9/11/06.
Public Works

Mr. Tauber commented on a portion of Homestead Road that needs to be attended to with chip and seal. He stated his thanks to the DPW for the work done during the recent storms.  
Finance

Mr. Kenyon noted that a low interest rate has been received for bonding.  He added that the monthly financial statements reveal that the Township is in good financial shape. 
Planning/Land Use

Mr. Van Doren noted that bridge T-87 is scheduled to open in August with a ribbon cutting ceremony and possible additional signage in Mountainville.

Additional comments were made regarding a map received from the Office of Smart Growth showing Planning Areas.  Mr. Kenyon noted that there have been two additional changes to the maps since the one presented by Mr. Van Doren. 

The 523/517 intersection was noted with regard to the Public Hearing scheduled for 8/17/06 with the Historic Sites Council in Trenton.  Comments were made specifically concerning the driveway to the PNC Bank with regard to entering and exiting onto the County road.  Additional comments were made regarding design issues and road width in the historic district.
Public Safety
Mayor Voyce noted that research is ongoing regarding the Avian Flu pandemic.

Mr. Tauber read from the Police report regarding their activities. Additional comments were made regarding the proposed Police interlocal agreement with Califon Borough. 
Township Attorney

Mrs. Kopen commented on the work being done on the proposed lighting Ordinance and a proposed sidewalk Ordinance.  

Comments were made regarding information to be sent to COAH regarding the third round of COAH substantive certification, specifically with regard to the Township Housing Liaison Officer. 
Township Engineer

Mr. Holt noted the following items from his report.

· Work in ongoing regarding road opening procedures.

· Comments were made regarding roads not yet accepted by the Township.  It was noted that the Historic Preservation Commission will make recommendations regarding a road name for the road into the Bartles property.

· Site work at the Bartles property is ongoing.  UCP is ready to begin construction in September.  Mr. Tauber requested that a sign be erected on the Bartles site regarding work being done on the Bartles site; it was suggested that this information be placed on the Township website.
· Work will commence in 2-3 weeks on the Township drainage improvement projects.

· Chip and seal applications were discussed.  Additional comments were made regarding the condition of chip and seal applied in 2005.

· Work on the Christie Hoffman athletic field rehabilitation commenced on 8/8/06 with an anticipated seeding shortly after Labor Day.

· The sidewalk project for Oldwick is moving forward.

· The Oldwick sewers are being cleaned and video inspected starting 8/8/06.  This is being done to monitor leakage and infiltration.

Mr. Van Doren questioned the adoption of Halsey Farm Lane.

Mr. Van Doren questioned the extension of water systems from the Crossroads of Oldwick to the Bartles site. Additional comments were made regarding a request that is forthcoming (to the Planning Board) to install underground water sprinklers at the Crossroads.  Mr. Van Doren stated his opposition to this matter. 
Township Administrator 

Mr. Landon noted that the National Night Out held on 8/1/06 was well received.
7.
Public Participation

Mr. O’Brien commented on the number of Township Committee candidates in attendance at tonight’s meeting.
8.
Township Committee Comments

Mr. Tauber questioned if Mrs. Kopen could research the possibility of having the Police Department be responsible for overseeing environmental infractions within the Township.  He noted that the enforcement for environmental issues is initially handled by the Environmental Protection Agency and then by the Hunterdon County Soil Conservation District.

Mr. Tauber opined that public participation is not a time to entertain public dialog with the public, adding that he sometimes feels uncomfortable because he feels the Township Committee is being held to a “kneejerk reaction” regarding a citizen’s complaint or concern.  He added his reluctance to reacting to every suggestion made by the public during public participation.   
Dr. Clarke-Kudless noted that the school has a new web site to which the public should avail themselves.  She added that the September newsletter is still receiving articles until 08/11/06.  Additional note was made regarding the upcoming play and movies scheduled for the Christie Hoffman Farm.  
Mr. Van Doren stated his agreement with comments made by Mr. Tauber, adding that he is disheartened by the unfounded allegations made against the Township Committee as a whole.  He added that any individual is within their rights to file a complaint against a Township official with the prosecutor or Attorney General. He added that he has not seen the pervasiveness that has been displayed in the past few meetings regarding innuendos, rumors and allegations.  He stressed that Tewksbury should not become like other municipalities and that the community should not be split in two.  He noted that the Township Committee “puts their lives in the public every day” and he feels that the persons making allegations should contact the proper authorities and therefore not lead the Township “down the wrong path.” 
Mayor Voyce noted that Voorhees High School is scheduled to open 08/31/06.  He stated his agreement with comments made by Mr. Tauber and Mr. Van Doren. 
Mr. Van Doren made a motion authorizing the Mayor to sign the Tree City USA Application as part of the Community Forestry Plan, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  
Mr. Van Doren requested that David Barnes provide additional information in writing regarding the above noted application.
9.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:50 PM

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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