TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

FEBRUARY 13, 2007 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a regular session on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor Shaun Van Doren presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members, Louis DiMare, William Mennen, George Tauber and William Voyce.
Jesse Landon, Township Administrator and Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk were in attendance.

There were approximately eleven members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Van Doren.
2.
Executive Session

At 7:00 PM Dr. Voyce moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Mr. Mennen.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #44-2007
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Contract Negotiations, Land Acquisition and Personnel.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.
_____________________

Shaun Van Doren

Mayor

3.
Reconvened

The meeting reconvened at 8:00 PM.

4. 
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
5.
Correspondence
The Correspondence List is attached to the minutes.

Mayor Van Doren requested a copy of item “v” and suggested that item “m” be addressed at an

upcoming meeting.  

Mayor Van Doren presented the following additional items of correspondence.

· A letter from the Freeholder Director requesting hosting the Freeholders at an upcoming Township Committee meeting as a joint Freeholder/Committee meeting.  It was the consensus of the Committee to invite the Freeholders to the 09-25-07 work session meeting.

· A petition from Senator Singer regarding the proposed revision to the school funding formula.

Mr. DiMare suggested that all e-mail messages received from the State League of Municipalities be included on the Correspondence List.

6.
Public Participation

Paul Smith, Scout Master for Boy Scout Troop 199 stated his endorsement of a proposal submitted regarding improvements to the property located at Fairmount North.
Robert Becker noted the following items.

· He noted that minutes from the previous year are not left posted on the web site.

· Concern was raised regarding the recently signed Police contract.  He noted that he spoke with a company regarding dry cleaning and cell phone costs.

· He questioned the make up of the negotiating team and when the authority to sign the contract was granted.
Mayor Van Doren noted that the information related to the current Police contact is now available for public inspection.

Jeff Fenton noted that a Board of Education meeting was held on 02/06/07 regarding schools and property tax issues.  He lamented that the meeting as presented by Lynn Strickler of the Garden State Coalition of Schools was sparsely attended and questioned why the Township Committee liaison to the Board of Education was not present.  He stressed the need to have the Township Committee and the Board of Education work together to save the taxpayers money.  It was suggested that the Board of Education come to a Township Committee to address the Committee on the upcoming school budget.

Mr. DiMare, liaison to the Board of Education, explained that he frequently speaks with the Superintendent of Schools.  It was added that Ms. Strickler stated that Mr. Fenton met with her as a representative of the Township regarding utilization of the Pascale property.

Mr. Tauber noted that he has worked with the School Boards specifically with regard to the failed High School budget for three years.  He added that shared services and cost efficiencies are taking place at the elementary school level, but the community as a whole needs to be better informed regarding school matters.

Mr. Fenton commented on the school budget being the “only budget that we (citizens) have the chance to vote on.”  He added that it would be helpful to have the Board of Education come to a Township Committee meeting to present their budget.  He opined that the Township Committee is “becoming my School Board’ with regard to adoption of the school budget.

Mr. Tauber reiterated that fact that school boards need to communicate more effectively with parents, specifically with regard to the budget.
Tony Koester, member of the Troop Leadership Committee of Boy Scout Troup 199, agreed with comments made by Mr. Smith regarding the proposal for creating a camping area at Fairmount North.

In response to a question by  David Barnes, the process for choosing a Township Committee member if Mr. Van Doren is elected to the Assembly in January of 2008 was explained.
Ed D’Armiento agreed with comments made regarding creating a camping area at Fairmount North.
7.
Actions to be taken
· Appointments

Mayor Van Doren appointed Shirley Czajkowski as a Class 2 member of the Land Use Board through 12/31/07.

Mr. Mennen made a motion to appoint the following individuals to the following Township Committees, seconded by Mr. Tauber. The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

	Ilaria Borghese
	Equestrian Committee
	Regular member 
	One year
	12/31/07

	Kurt Rahenkamp


	Scenic Roads Commission
	Alternate #2
	unexpired
	12/31/07

	Roger McLaughlin
	Communications Committee
	Regular member
	One year
	12/31/07

	Charles Garrett
	Forestry Advisory Board
	Public member
	One year
	12/31/07


· Ordinance Public Hearing 
Dr. Voyce made a motion to open the Public Hearing on Ordinance #02-2007, seconded by Mr. Tauber.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

Ms. Brassard provided proof of publication from the 02/01/07 Hunterdon County Democrat and a letter from the Planning board noting their review of the Ordinance and finding it not inconsistent with the Master Plan.

In response to a question by Mr. Barnes, Mr. Mennen explained how adoption of this Ordinance would affect Mr. Barnes’ property which is located completely in the Highlands.

There being no additional comments from the public, Mr. Tauber moved to close the Public Hearing on Ordinance #02-2007, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

Mr. Mennen moved adoption of Ordinance #02-2007, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None

ORDINANCE NO. 02-2007

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE WHOSE SHORT TITLE IS “TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS ORDINANCE (2000)”


BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that an Ordinance of this Township whose short title is “Tewksbury Township Development Regulations Ordinance (2000)” be and the same is hereby amended as follows:


I.  Paragraph F. “Existing Undersized Lots” of Section 706, EXCEPTIONS is amended by adding a new subparagraph number (1) as follows:


A.  1.  Any lawfully created parcel of land less than three (3) acres in lot area in the HL Highlands District, LT Lamington District, FP Farmland Preservation District, or PM Piedmont District:


a.
Which has a lot area less than that now prescribed for a lot in the District in which such parcel is located, and


b.
Which was in existence at the time of the adoption of any zoning ordinance regulation of this Township [including the zoning regulations of the Tewksbury Township Development Regulations Ordinance (2002), and any amendment thereto], by which the minimum lot area applicable thereto was increased so as to exceed the area of such lawfully created parcel of land, may be used for single-family dwelling purposes as a principal use; any single-family dwelling or accessory structure to it thereon may be enlarged, and any single-family dwelling or accessory structure to it thereon which shall accidentally be destroyed may be replaced in the same location as it occupied on the lot immediately prior to said accidental destruction, and shall not constitute a non-conforming use or structure, provided that:


(a)
All regulations except the minimum lot area, minimum lot width, minimum front yard, minimum side yard, minimum rear yard, maximum lot coverage and maximum floor area ratio, regulations, now prescribed by this Ordinance for the District in which such parcel is located shall be complied with;


(b)
Either the owner thereof owns no adjoining land or the parcel was granted either minor or final major subdivision approval by the Township Planning Board or Board of Adjustment; and


(c)  The parcel shall not be further reduced in lot area, lot width, lot depth or lot frontage.


(d)  The front yard setback shall be a minimum of seventy-five (75) feet, the side yard setback shall be a minimum of forty (40) feet, the rear yard setback shall be a minimum of forty (40) feet, the maximum lot coverage shall not exceed twelve (12) percent, and the floor area ratio requirement shall not apply.


B. 1. Existing Paragraph 1. shall be renumbered as Paragraph 2.


     2. The  phrase, “under one ownership” following the words “Which was” shall be deleted from the first line of paragraph F. 1. b.


     3. No other changes shall be made to existing subparagraph 1. and it shall continue to contain  subparagraphs a. and b. (a), (b) and (c).  

C. 1. Existing Paragraph 2. shall be renumbered as Paragraph 3. 

     2. The designation “(F)(1)” in the first line of existing paragraph 2 shall be changed to “(F)(2)”.

     3. No other changes shall be made to existing subparagraph 2 and it shall continue to contain subparagraphs (a) –(e).  

D. 1.Existing Paragraph 3 shall be renumbered as Paragraph 4. 

2.The designation “(F)(1)” in the first line of existing paragraph 3 shall be changed to “(F)(2)”.

3. No other changes shall be made to existing subparagraphs 3 and it shall continue to contain subparagraphs (a) – (e).  


II.  Section 709 entitled HL HIGHLANDS DISTRICT, in Paragraph E. “Area Yard and Bulk Requirements (Principal Permitted Uses)” shall be amended as follows:


A. By adding two asterisks to the “Use Type” designations in the chart contained in subparagraph E in the following headings: “Minimum Side Yard,” “Minimum Rear Yard,” “Maximum Lot Coverage” and “Floor Area Ratio.”


B.  By adding a new footnote under the chart reading, “** See  Section 706 Exceptions, F. Existing Undersized Lots.”


III.  Section 710 entitled LT LAMINGTON DISTRICT, in paragraph E. “Area Yard and Bulk Requirements (Principal Permitted Uses)” shall be amended as follows:


A.  By adding two asterisks to the “Use Type” designations in the chart contained in subparagraph E in the following headings: “Minimum Side Yard,” “Minimum Rear Yard,” “Maximum Lot Coverage” and “Floor Area Ratio.”


B.  By adding a new footnote under the chart reading, “** See  Section 706 Exceptions, F. Existing Undersized Lots.”


IV.  Section 710.1 entitled FP FARMLAND PRESERVATION DISTRICT in paragraph E. “Area Yard and Bulk Requirements (Principal Permitted Uses)” shall be amended as follows:


A.  By adding two asterisks to the “Use Type” designations in the chart contained in subparagraph E in the following headings: “Minimum Side Yard,” “Minimum Rear Yard,” “Maximum Lot Coverage” and “Floor Area Ratio.”
B.  By adding a new footnote under the chart reading, “** See  Section 706 Exceptions, F. Existing Undersized Lots.”


V.  Section 710.2 entitled PM PIEDMONT DISTRICT in paragraph E. “Area Yard and Bulk Requirements (Principal Permitted Uses)” shall be amended as follows:


A.  By adding two asterisks to the “Use Type” designations in the chart contained in subparagraph E in the following headings: “Minimum Side Yard,” “Minimum Rear Yard,” “Maximum Lot Coverage” and “Floor Area Ratio.”


B.  By adding a new footnote under the chart reading, “** See  Section 706 Exceptions, F. Existing Undersized Lots.”


VI.  Section 723.1 entitled CLUSTER DEVELOPMENT in paragraph B. “Cluster Design Requirements” shall be amended as follows:


A.  By adding one asterisk to the “Cluster Requirements” designations in the chart contained in subparagraph B. under the following headings: “Minimum Building Side Yard Setback,” “Minimum Building Rear Yard Setback,” and “Floor Area Ratio and Maximum Lot Coverage on a 3 acre or smaller lot.” 


B.  By adding a footnote under the chart reading, “* See  Section 706 Exceptions, F. Existing Undersized Lots.”


VII.  If any part or parts of this Ordinance are for any reason held to be invalid, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.


VIII.  All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances which are inconsistent herewith are repealed, but only to the extent of such inconsistency.  All other parts of the Tewksbury Township Development Regulations Ordinance (2000) not inconsistent herewith are ratified and confirmed.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by said Township Committee that this Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon publication following final passage, according to law.

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

· Ordinance Introduction
Dr. Voyce made a motion to introduce Ordinance #03-2007, seconded by Mr. Tauber.  

Mr. Mennen questioned the location of the property being funded in proposed Ordinance #03-2007.

The above noted motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

The Public Hearing is scheduled for 03/13/07 at 8:00 PM.

 ORDINANCE #03-2007

BOND ORDINANCE AMENDING BOND ORDINANCE NUMBER 05-2006 FINALLY ADOPTED BY THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY, IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY ON APRIL 11, 2006

· Consent Agenda

Mr. Tauber moved adoption of the Consent Agenda, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  
RESOLUTION #45-2007

TO APPROVE AND ACCEPT THE KNESER  PROPERTY INTO THE OLDWICK EAST AREA PLANNING INCENTIVE GRANT APPLICATION 

WHEREAS, Tewksbury Township prepared a Planning Incentive Grant application known as the PIG III – Oldwick East Area; and

WHEREAS, the State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC) approved the application on December 19, 2003; and

WHEREAS, this application includes the Kneser property, Block 43, Lot 3.02; and

WHEREAS, the State Agriculture Development Committee certified the Fair Market Value for this farm at $12,300 per acre; and

WHEREAS, Tewksbury Township has agreed to pay an additional $5,700 per acre for a total of $18,000 per acre; and

WHEREAS, Joseph and Elizabeth Kneser, owners, have returned a letter fully accepting the $18,000 per acre value; 

WHEREAS, Tewksbury Township is prepared to fund its portion of the development rights for this farm; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey as follows:

Tewksbury Township approves and accepts the Kneser property into the Oldwick East Area Planning Incentive Grant application at the value as set:


Kneser Property


Owned by Joseph and Elizabeth Kneser


Block 43, Lots 3.02

Total acreage 18.289 (minus 2 acre non-severable exception = 16.289 acres)


Approx. 16.289 acres at $18,000 per acre


SADC @ 60% - $12,300.00 x 16.289 acres = $120,212.00


Twp. @ 40% - $10,620.00 ($4,920 per acre + $5,700 per acre) x 16.289 acres = $172,989.18

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Tewksbury Township commits to funding its portion for each participating property in the Oldwick East Area Planning Inventive Grant.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Tewksbury Township intends to make a lump sum payment at the time of closing representing the five (5) years of installment payments.  This is subject to the SADC also consolidating their installment payments to a lump sum payment.  

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution shall be sent to the State Agriculture Development Committee.   

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

RESOLUTION #46-2007

THANKING ROBERT HEFFERNAN FOR HIS SERVICE TO TEWKSBURY

WHEREAS, Robert Heffernan has devoted countless hours of service to the 
citizens of the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New
Jersey by serving on the Board of Adjustment; and 

WHEREAS, Robert Heffernan has always availed himself to counsel, guide and assist anyone seeking his valuable time, expertise and assistance in a manner characterized by honesty, integrity and intelligence.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED on this thirteenth day of February in the year two thousand and seven that the Township Committee wishes to thank Robert Heffernan for his years of service by way of this Resolution. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be entered into the official minutes of the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury.

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

RESOLUTION #47-2007

THANKING LAWRRENCE MURPHY FOR HIS SERVICE TO TEWKSBURY

WHEREAS, Lawrence Murphy has devoted countless hours of service to the 
citizens of the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New 
Jersey by serving on the Board of Adjustment; and 

WHEREAS, Lawrence Murphy has always availed himself to counsel, guide and assist anyone seeking his valuable time, expertise and assistance in a manner characterized by honesty, integrity and intelligence.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED on this thirteenth day of February in the year two thousand and seven that the Township Committee wishes to thank Lawrence Murphy for his years of service by way of this Resolution. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be entered into the official minutes of the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury.

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

RESOLUTION #48-2007

THANKING LISA STRYKER FOR HER SERVICE TO TEWKSBURY

WHEREAS, Lisa Stryker has devoted countless hours of service to the citizens of the 
Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey by serving 
on the Planning Board, the Scenic Roads Commission and the Board of Adjustment; and 

WHEREAS, Lisa Stryker always availed herself to counsel, guide and assist anyone seeking her valuable time, expertise and assistance in a manner characterized by honesty, integrity and intelligence.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED on this thirteenth day of February in the year two thousand and seven that the Township Committee wishes to thank Lisa Stryker for her years of service by way of this Resolution. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be entered into the official minutes of the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury.

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

RESOLUTION #49-2007

THANKING JOANNE MEZZACAPPA FOR HER SERVICE TO TEWKSBURY

WHEREAS, Joanne Mezzacappa has devoted countless hours of service to the citizens of the 

Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey by serving 

on the Board of Adjustment; and 

WHEREAS, Joanne Mezzacappa always availed herself to counsel, guide and assist anyone seeking her valuable time, expertise and assistance in a manner characterized by honesty, integrity and intelligence.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED on this thirteenth day of February in the year two thousand and seven that the Township Committee wishes to thank Joanne Mezzacappa for her years of service by way of this Resolution. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be entered into the official minutes of the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury.

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

RESOLUTION #50-2007

THANKING JAMES KUDLESS FOR HIS SERVICE TO TEWKSBURY

WHEREAS, James Kudless has devoted countless hours of service to the citizens of the 

Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey by serving 

on the 2005 Committee and the Board of Adjustment; and 

WHEREAS, James Kudless always availed himself to counsel, guide and assist anyone seeking his valuable time, expertise and assistance in a manner characterized by honesty, integrity and intelligence.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED on this thirteenth day of February in the year two thousand and seven that the Township Committee wishes to thank James Kudless for his years of service by way of this Resolution. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be entered into the official minutes of the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury.

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

RESOLUTION #51-2007

THANKING PAUL CASTRONOVO FOR HIS SERVICE TO TEWKSBURY

WHEREAS, Paul Castronovo has devoted countless hours of service to the citizens of the 

Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey by serving 

on the Board of Health and the Planning Board; and 

WHEREAS, Paul Castronovo always availed himself to counsel, guide and assist anyone seeking his valuable time, expertise and assistance in a manner characterized by honesty, integrity and intelligence.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED on this thirteenth day of February in the year two thousand and seven that the Township Committee wishes to thank Paul Castronovo for his years of service by way of this Resolution. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be entered into the official minutes of the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury.

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

            STATEWIDE INSURANCE FUND

RESOLUTION #52-2007

TO JOIN FUND


WHEREAS, a number of local units have joined together to form the Statewide Insurance Fund (“FUND”), a joint insurance fund, as permitted by N.J.S.A. 40A:10-36, et seq.; and

WHEREAS, the statutes and regulations governing the creation and operation of joint insurance funds contain elaborate restrictions and safeguards concerning the safe and efficient administration of such funds; and

WHEREAS, Township of Tewksbury (“LOCAL UNIT”) has determined that membership in the FUND is in the best interest of the LOCAL UNIT.

WHEREAS, the LOCAL UNIT agrees to be a member of the FUND for a period of three (3) years, effective from March 1, 2007 terminating on January 1, 2010 at 12:01 a.m. standard time; and 

WHEREAS, the LOCAL UNIT has never defaulted on claims, if self-insured, and has not been canceled for non-payment of insurance premiums for two (2) years prior to the date of this Resolution.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the LOCAL UNIT does hereby agree to join the Statewide Insurance Fund; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the LOCAL UNIT will be afforded the following coverage(s) as marked “Yes”:










YES

NO

Liability, Property, Crime-Faithful Performance


X
and Fidelity, Inland Marine, Boiler and Machinery, 
Comprehensive General Liability, Auto Liability, Auto 
Physical Damages and Professional Liability







Pollution Liability 








X










BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Jesse W. Landon is hereby appointed as the LOCAL UNIT’s Fund Commissioner and is authorized to execute the application for membership and the accompanying certification on behalf of the LOCAL UNIT; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the LOCAL UNIT’s Fund Commissioner is authorized and directed to execute the Indemnity and Trust Agreement and such other documents signifying the membership in the FUND as required by the FUND’s Bylaws and to deliver same to the Administrator of the FUND with the express reservation that said documents shall become effective only upon the LOCAL UNIT’s admissions to the FUND following approval of the FUND by the New Jersey Department of Banking and Insurance.

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

RESOLUTION #53-2007
SUPPORTING THE MAYORS WELLNESS CAMPAIGN
  

WHEREAS, across New Jersey, communities are facing a rise in health care costs; and

 

WHEREAS, physical activity levels have been decreasing and obesity rates increasing; and

 

 WHEREAS, local leaders are looking for ways to promote active living, healthy eating and overall wellness in their communities; and

 

WHEREAS, the Mayors Wellness Campaign works with Mayors and key leaders to shape healthier lifestyles for men, women and children in their communities; and

 

WHEREAS, communities can work towards the goal of healthier citizens and lower health care costs by championing practices and programs that promote active living and

 

WHEREAS, the Mayors Wellness Campaign will work to implement a comprehensive program of outreach, education and technical assistance activities to combat obesity and inactivity issues for the residents of the Township of Tewksbury.

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey asks that all residents of the community join in supporting the Mayors Wellness Campaign.

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we encourage the residents of the Township of Tewksbury to participate in the Mayors Wellness Campaign activities to promote exercise, eating properly and living healthier and better lives.

 

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

RESOLUTION #54-2007

TAX REFUND

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to make the following refund of tax because a duplicate payment was made at a closing.

Block 
Lot

Name





Year

Amount

27
147.03

Donald K. Gross II



2007

8,913.86



20 Hill & Dale Road




Lebanon, NJ  08833




___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO

· Minutes of 01/23/07

· Executive Session minutes of 01/23/07

Mr. Landon was thanked for his work done regarding saving the Township approximately $27,000.00 by entering into a Joint Insurance Fund.

8.
Reports

Township Committee Sub Committee

Planning/Land Use

Mr. Mennen noted that the first meeting of the joint Land Use Board (LUB) was held on 02-07-07 and the meeting went well.  He reiterated that reasons for adoption of Ordinance #02-2007; and added that a subcommittee of the LUB was formed to review the Highlands Master Plan.

Mayor Van Doren asked for support regarding a request to extend the comment period for the Highlands Master Plan for an additional sixty (60) day extension. 

Dr. Voyce noted that the Highlands document is very lengthy and agreed with the recommendation to extend the comment period.

It was the consensus of the Committee to have the Mayor send a letter to the Highlands Council requesting an extension. 

Public Safety

Dr. Voyce noted information received regarding COAH housing being made available to EMS or fire personnel.

Mayor Van Doren noted that the Public Safety subcommittee should address an issue regarding a fire hydrant matter with the Washington Township Municipal Utilities Authority.  It was noted that a letter has been written to the State Office of the Fire Marshall regarding the matter as related to the water main and the lack of water pressure. 

Education/Community Affairs

Mr. Dimare reiterated that part of the outcome of the focus group meeting held on 02/06/07 was to disseminate information regarding the school budget.  He noted that the School Report Card is currently available on-line.

He added that he was advised that Mr. Fenton spoke to Lynn Strickler (at the afore mentioned meeting) as a representative of the Parks Committee, and questioned if the Parks Committee had been authorized to do this.

He noted that Raritan Valley Community College is proposing a 5% budget increase and outlined proposed changes to their organization.

In response to a question by Mayor Van Doren, Mr. DiMare stated that it would not be a bad idea to invite the Board of Education to an upcoming Township Committee meeting to present their proposed budget. 

Public Works

Mr. Tauber noted that the Department of Public Works Superintendent has added a new dimension of meticulous control of his department’s activities and spending.  He praised the Superintendent’s reports as presented on a monthly basis.
Finance

Mayor Van Doren noted that the auditing subcommittee interviewed two auditing firms and has recommended the hiring of Ardito & Company for a flat fee of $21,000.00.
Mr. Tauber made a motion to authorization the execution of a contract to Ardito & Company for a flat fee of $21,000.00 as municipal Auditor for the year 2007, seconded by Dr. Voyce.
Mr. Tauber noted that the two firms who submitted proposals were very professional.  It was added that this contract is $3,000.00 less than the current contract for municipal Auditor.
The above noted motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

Mayor Van Doren noted recent articles regarding Property Tax Rebates.

Township Attorney

The memo from Carl Hintz regarding COAH (as referenced in Mrs. Kopen’s report) will be copied to members of the Township Committee. 
Township Engineer

Discussion followed regarding work on the Bartles property, specifically with regard to the lighting at the sewage treatment plant.

Township Administrator 

Mr. Landon noted the following items.
· Mr. Mennen and Mayor Van Doren will need to have additional discussion regarding the Vernoy Road bridge located in Morris County.  
· Mr. Landon noted that a representative from the NJDEP came to the site of the Pottersville sewage treatment plant to assess the recent malfunction.

· Mr. Landon stated that he would speak with a representative from Clinton Township regarding shared services for the position of Township Assessor.

· He is still looking for an official policy with regard to naming Township parks.

Mr. Tauber made a motion to authorize the signing of the contract for Bond Counsel through 12/31/07, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: DiMare.  

9.
Public Participation

Jon Holt questioned the location of the property as referenced in introduced Ordinance #03-2007.
Robert Becker asked if the Township Committee would consider including additional information in upcoming Bond Ordinances.
David Barnes questioned if the proposals for Auditor were available for public inspection.

10.
Township Committee Comments

Mr. Mennen noted that he attended the School Board’s focus group meeting held on 02/06/07, stressing that a concerted effort needs to be made to educate and involve the general public in School board activities.  
Mr. Dimare wished Mayor Van Doren well in his pursuit of a NJ Assembly seat.

Dr. Voyce agreed that the citizenry needs to be involved with matters related to the Board of Education.  He added that shared services are an important aspect of the municipal government.
Mr. Tauber noted that the lines of communication between the Township Committee and the Board of Education must be open.  He added that public education is mandatory with regard to all matters related to the Township and County schools.
Mayor Van Doren suggested that Dr. Shadow (North Hunterdon – Voorhees) should be invited to the 03-27-07 work session meeting to make a budget presentation.  
Correspondence from the County regarding records management was noted.

The Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce is asking for a $100.00 membership fee to participate in their shared services program. 

The Louis Bay II Future Municipal Leaders scholarship program was noted. 

11.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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