Tewksbury Township Historic Preservation Commission
Meeting Minutes

December 21, 2009
The meeting of the Tewksbury Township Historic Preservation Commission was called to order at 7:30 pm in the Mountainville Meeting Hall by Chairman Scheier.  The members of the Commission present were Michael Scheier, Cyril Beveridge, Janet Clark and Rosemary Hartten.  Randy Benson, the Secretary, and Dennis Bertland, the Historic Consultant, were also in attendance.  Based on the members present, a quorum was established.  
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT

Chairman Scheier read the opening statement that the Commission meeting being held that evening was in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, and indicated where notices for that meeting were posted.
Minutes 

The minutes of October 26, 2009 were approved with one correction.  On page three under Miscellaneous on line twelve, change the sentence to read, “the Commission has guidelines for evaluating work to projects”.  A motion was made by Commissioner Beveridge seconded by Commissioner Clark to approve the minutes with the correction.  The following Commissioners voted in favor of the motion:  Commissioner Scheier, Commissioner Beveridge, Commissioner Clark and Commission Hartten. 
The minutes of December 3, 2009 were tabled because there was only one member able to vote on the minutes. 
Claims
The following claim was submitted for payment:

Dennis Bertland Associates – Invoice #09-70-1.7 for attendance at the 10/26/09 meeting, site visit to Zion Lutheran Church on 12/3/09, site visit and photography of church Street sidewalk and review of applications.
 
                                                         $450.00
On a motion by Commissioner Clark, seconded by Commissioner Beveridge the claim was approved as submitted.  The following Commissioners voted in favor of the motion: Commissioner Scheier, Commissioner Beveridge, Commissioner Clark and Commissioner Hartten.

Resolutions

The Commission considered Resolution 2009-18 for Douglas and Stephanie Haymaker.  A motion was made by Commissioner Beveridge seconded by Commissioner Clark to approve the resolution.  The Four Commissioners present, Commissioner Scheier, Commissioner Beveridge, Commissioner Clark and Commissioner Hartten, voted in favor of the resolution.
The Commission considered Resolution 2009-10 for the Zion Lutheran Church.  There were not enough Commission members eligible to vote so the resolution was tabled.
The Commission considered Resolution 2009-17 for Edward O’Brien.  A motion was made by Commissioner Scheier, seconded by Commissioner Hartten to approve the resolution with corrections.  Under Findings of Fact in 3A change the word “sold” to “solar photovoltaic” and the word “rood” to the word “roof”.  The six Commissioners present, Commissioner Scheier, Commissioner Beveridge, Commissioner Clark, Commissioner Hartten, Commissioner Moriarty and Commissioner Young voted in favor of the motion.

Applications

Correspondence

Public Participation

Miscellaneous 
Andrew Holt, the Township Engineer who is employed by Suburban Consulting Engineers was introduced to present the proposed sidewalk improvements in Oldwick.

The area of sidewalk that is proposed to be improved is on Main Street from the intersection of Joliet Street to the intersection of Church Street.  The proposed sidewalk repairs and replacement is part of a federal grant that has been received by the Township for sidewalk improvements.  The sidewalks will be repaired or replaced using stamped concrete or, if the property owner wants real bluestone, it will be installed if the property owner pays the cost of the bluestone.  There will be a minimum of tree and shrub removal with the project.  Most of the sidewalks will be four feet wide and in some spots will be as narrow as two feet, eight inches to go around a tree.  The Commission discussed the sidewalk width and stated they would prefer a maximum of three foot wide sidewalks.  The curb will be replaced along Main Street and there will be depressed curbs on the street corners to make the sidewalks wheel chair accessible.  The Township is proposing to tint the cement portions of the sidewalk to match the bluestone.  The Commission discussed the tinting and the different options for coloring of the sidewalks.  Commissioner Scheier stated the look of natural cement will look better then the tinted concrete for the curb.  Andrew Holt stated the sidewalks will have expansion joints every twelve feet and joints will look like bluestone.  There will be some grade changes but they would not be more than six inches.  There would be no curbs on Church Street.  Commissioner Scheier asked about the stone wall on Church Street.  Hilary Prouty of 11 Church Street stood up and asked if she could address the Commission.  Ms. Prouty stated she owned the property with the stone wall.  She had installed it years ago with the approval of the Township Committee and it is an integral part of the front walk to the house.  Ms. Prouty was concerned the placement of the sidewalk would require the need to remove the wall which she did not want to happen.  The Commission discussed the problem and Mr. Holt suggested the sidewalk could go in front of the wall and a curb could be installed to prevent a vehicle from driving on to the sidewalk.  The Commission and Ms. Prouty were favorable to the change.  Dennis Bertland asked if it was necessary to continue the sidewalk down to Miller Avenue and if it was, could the sidewalk be done to appear like a dirt path instead of cement.  Mr. Holt stated the sidewalk needed to be ADA compliant and the dirt path would not comply.  Mr. Bertland said he believed there were different types of sand mixes that could be used to give the sidewalk texture and color.  Mr. Holt said there was but it would have to be incorporated into the cement so the sidewalk would be ADA compliant.  Mr. Bertland asked if Mr. Holt could provide some samples of sand mixes and Mr. Holt said he could.  The Commission discussed the sidewalks further and it was decided that two members of the Commission would go and inspect the current sidewalks and their condition and then report back to the Commission so the Commission could make recommendations to Andrew Holt for any proposed changes.
The Commission discussed the revised Historic Preservation Commission brochures.  The Commission was satisfied with the changes so a motion was made by Commissioner Clark, seconded by Commissioner Scheier to approve the revised brochure.  Commissioner Scheier, Commissioner Beveridge, Commissioner Clark and Commissioner Hartten voted in favor of the resolution.  Commissioner Beveridge volunteered to review the revised brochure for any grammatical errors.
Adjournment
There being no further business to come before the Commission, a motion was made by Commissioner Clark and seconded by Commissioner Beveridge to adjourn the meeting.  A voice vote was taken and all of the Commission members present voted in favor of adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted

Randall Benson 
Secretary, Historic Preservation Commission
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