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ORDINANCE #13-2009

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY BY REVISING CHAPTER 2.28, ENTITLED “MUNICIPAL COURT”

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the Code of the Township of Tewksbury is hereby amended by deleting Chapter 2.28, entitled “Municipal Court” in its entirety and replacing with the following:  

CHAPTER 2.28 “MUNICIPAL COURT”

2.28.010 Creation of court. 
The municipal court of Tewksbury Township is constituted effective January 1, 2010.

2.28.020 Name of court. 
The name of the municipal court shall be the "THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL COURT”.  

2.28.030 Effective date. 
The effective date for the constitution of the Tewksbury Township Municipal Court is January 1, 2010. 

2.28.040 Jurisdiction. 
The jurisdiction of the municipal court shall be coextensive with the territory of the Township of Tewksbury. 

2.28.050 Municipal judge--Powers, duties and qualifications.
A. 
There shall be a municipal judge appointed as provided by law.  The municipal judge shall serve for a term of three years from the date of appointment and until a successor shall be appointed and qualified.

B. 
The municipal judge shall have and possess the qualifications and shall have, possess and exercise all the functions, duties, powers and jurisdiction conferred by law or ordinance. He shall be an attorney-at-law of the state of New Jersey. Whenever the municipal judge is unable to sit as such, he may designate any other judge of any municipal court to sit for him temporarily and hold the municipal court. Any such judge shall possess all of the powers of the municipal judge.

C. 
The municipal judge shall faithfully carry out all of the duties and responsibilities of a municipal judge and shall abide by all rules and regulations established for municipal court and judges by the administrative office of the courts. The compensation of the municipal judge shall be in accordance with Township Policy.  

D. 
The municipal court judge shall have full management authority of the judicial operations of the court. Administrative operations shall be under the control of the Township Administrator, to the extent permitted by law. 

2.28.060 Municipal prosecutor. 
There shall be a municipal prosecutor of the municipal court who shall prosecute all cases in the municipal court. The municipal prosecutor shall be appointed for a one year term by the Township Committee. The compensation of the municipal prosecutor shall be in accordance with Township Policy.  The Township Committee shall appoint one or more deputy municipal prosecutors to act in the place of the municipal prosecutor when he is unable to prosecute cases. 

2.28.070 Public defender. 
There shall be a municipal public defender who shall represent those defendants assigned by the municipal court judge. The municipal public defender shall be appointed for a one year term by the Township Committee. The compensation of the municipal public defender shall be in accordance with Township Policy.  

The Township Committee shall appoint one or more deputy municipal public defenders to act in the place of the municipal court prosecutor when he/she is unable to represent defendants assigned by the municipal court judge. 

2.28.080 Municipal court administrator. 
There shall be an administrator of the municipal court who shall perform the functions and duties prescribed for the administrator by law, by the rules applicable to municipal courts and by the municipal judge. The administrator shall be appointed for a term of one year. The administrator's duties shall include, but not limited to:

 
A.
Carrying out the rules, regulations, policies and procedures relating to the operations of the court.

 
B.
Interviewing and speaking to persons wishing to file criminal complaints or quasi-criminal complaints or wishing information in this regard.

 
C.
Receiving complaints and dispensing information relating to court matters.

 
D.
Maintaining the financial records of the court including, receiving and accounting for fines and costs.

 
E.
Attending court; recording pleas, judgments and dispositions; arranging trial calendars; signing court documents; preparing and issuing warrants and commitments and other court related documents.

 
F.
Maintaining and classifying records and files of the court.

 
G.
Maintaining, forwarding, receiving and reporting such records, reports and files as required by the appropriate agencies.

 
H.
Carrying out such additional duties as may be required in order to fulfill the duties of court administrator. 

2.28.090 Deputy Municipal court administrator. 
There may be one or more deputy court administrators of the municipal court who shall be appointed provided that funds are provided for such purpose in the municipal court budget. Deputy municipal court administrators shall perform the functions assigned to them by the municipal judge and the municipal court administrator. 

2.28.110 Budget.
The court administrator shall prepare a proposed budget per Township Policy. 

2.28.110 Insurance. 
Insurance coverage and/or bonds shall be obtained that protect the municipal court and its personnel from claims against them arising out of worker's compensation, bodily injury, property damage, personal injury, or civil rights violations, defalcations by court personnel and such other coverage as may be necessary. 


B. 
All fines levied on summons/warrants/tickets issued by the state police or any other non-member law enforcement agency shall be distributed as required by law.

2.28.120 Revenue. 
All revenues received by the municipal court from fines and costs shall be allocated in accordance with state law and the terms hereof.
2.28.130 Interlocal Services Act.
    The governing body of the Townships of Tewksbury and Washington are authorized to enter into an Interlocal Services Agreement embodying the provisions of this chapter pursuant to the Interlocal Services Act, N.J.S.A. 40:8A-1 et seq., and in accordance with the terms of that act. In the event of any discrepancy between this chapter and that of the Interlocal Services Act and any amendments thereto, the Act shall take precedence. 

2.28.140 Effective date. 
This chapter shall be effective upon passage and publication in accordance with law.  
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