TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
NOVEMBER 12, 2007
MOUNTAINVILLE
 

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met for a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present were:  Chris Teasdale, Chairman, Ms. Murphy, Ms. Frey, Mr. Mackie, Mr. Malloy (arrived at 8:08 p.m.), Mary Ace (arrived at 8:25 p.m.) and Mr. Colitti (arrived at 8:30 p.m.). 
Absent Were:  Dr. Robins and Mr. Schroth.
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 24, 2007.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Teasdale asked the audience if there was anything they’d like to discuss which was not on the agenda to which the response was positive.  
David Barnes, Fairmount Road, stated that on Sunday, December 2, 2007 at 1:30 URWA will be hosting a walk through Pascale Park.  Chairman Teasdale thanked Mr. Barnes for the event information.  Mr. Barnes stated that the Parks Committee was trying to update the Parks Usage Plan and hoped to have it available by the end of the year for Ms. Kratzer to review as part of the Environmental Resources Inventory.  Chairman Teasdale stated that he would like for the Parks Committee to review any mapping related to parks that is included in the Environmental Resources Inventory to which Mr. Barnes responded in the positive.          

Chairman Teasdale asked the audience if there were any further questions or comments to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he closed the public portion of the session.  

MINUTES – OCTOBER 15, 2007

Chairman Teasdale asked if there were any questions or comments regarding the October 15, 2007 minutes to which the response was positive.  Ms. Murphy stated that Mr. Colitti was in attendance, however, arrived late.  Chairman Teasdale stated that Mr. Malloy was not in attendance as well as the noticed meeting date was incorrect.  The October 15th minutes were tabled until the next meeting. 
CORRESPONDENCE:

1) A NJDEP application dated September 11, 2007 from Eric Ryan regarding Block 24.01, Lot 23.  

2) A transition area averaging plan application dated October 11, 2007 from Kathy DeSerio regarding Block 5, Lot 5.

3) A letter of interpretation request dated October 22, 2007 from Oldwick Animal Hospital regarding Block 45, Lot 28.

Chairman Teasdale referred to correspondence item #2 and stated he wasn’t sure whether the Commission needed to be concerned with the application.  He further added that he believed they were proposing to build an extension that would encroach into wetlands.  He asked Ms. McCarthy to provide additional information if it was available.  He then referred to correspondence item #1 and stated that the pond was existing and that the applicant was proposing improvements.  He asked if there was a time where the NJDEP allows applicants to do the work to which Mr. Mackie responded he believed they allowed the work during a certain season.  Ms Frey stated that there were C1 streams in the area and that the application should require extensive NJDEP review.  Ms. Murphy asked how one would find out the status of the application to which Chairman Teasdale responded that he would ask Ms. McCarthy.      

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MATTERS

· Status Report on Environmental Resources Inventory 
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the status report on the Environmental Resources Inventory (ERI).  Ms. Frey stated that she had difficulty downloading the entire document.  Ms. Murphy stated that she wasn’t able to download the document.  Ms. Frey referred to the groundwater recharge section and stated that there may have been a discrepancy in the methodology.  Chairman Teasdale stated that Ms. Kratzer will need that information; however, they need to decide how to procedurally review the ERI in terms of member review.  He recommended that they request a CD of the ERI from Ms. Kratzer to distribute to individuals on the Commission.  He then asked if the Commission would like to form a subcommittee to review the draft ERI and provide comment.  Ms. Murphy suggested comparing the ERI information with the Master Plan information for consistency to which the Commission agreed as there appeared to be discrepancies between the draft ERI and the Master Plan.  The Commission reviewed the table of contents and sections of the draft ERI.  Ms. Frey stated that she thought everyone should have a copy of the draft ERI, review it, and possibly hold a special meeting.  Mr. Mackie asked when the draft needed to be completed to which Chairman Teasdale responded that the ERI was to be presented to the Land Use Board in April of 08.  Chairman Teasdale stated that the open space GIS mapping would be forwarded to Ms. Kratzer once Ms. Goodchild returned to the office.  Chairman Teasdale stated that he would have the CD copied for each Board member.  Mr. Mackie suggested the possibility of a special meeting once the CD has been reviewed as well as what sources were used for the ERI.        
· Highlands Update
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the Highlands Update.  Ms. Frey stated that on the 19th of November the final draft of the Regional Master Plan will be presented to the Highlands Council.  She further stated that amendments will be proposed as issues have arisen.  She stated that there were also issues in terms of flexibility of the plan.  She added that the conservation zone seemed to be the area where there were the most issues.  Ms. Frey stated that the comment period would be 60 days from the 19th of November if the Regional Master Plan is released on that date.  Chairman Teasdale asked if the document would be made available online to which Ms. Frey responded in the positive.  Mr. Colitti asked what the effect of Question No. 3 on the Highlands Council to which Ms. Frey responded that the Council passed a resolution in support of Question No. 3.  She added that there was no specific monetary allocation for the Highlands in Question No. 3.      
· Pascale Ad Hoc Committee – update.
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the Pascale Ad Hoc Committee update.  Ms. Murphy stated that the Commission and Parks Committee had a joint meeting with Mr. Sblendorio regarding developing a plan for management of the land.  She stated that the Ad Hoc committee has requested to be heard by the Township Committee on November 27th regarding the plan and establishing a Committee in charge of stewardship of the Pascale property.  She stated that Mr. Landon informed her that Township would be in support of them trying to obtain grants.   
Chairman Teasdale stated for the record that Mr. Malloy left the meeting at 9:15 p.m. and that Dr. Robins was not in attendance as he was recovering from surgery.  He added that Dr. Robins has scheduled a meeting on February 23rd at 9:00 a.m. for the stream crossing protocol.

· Rockaway Creek Watershed Update
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the Rockaway Creek Watershed Update.  Ms. Murphy stated that she and Dr. Robins went to the meeting held in the New Jersey Water Supply Authority building.  She stated that a grant was given to study the Rockaway Creek Watershed in order to map the critical resources area where the pollution joins the hydrological flow into the streams in order for the Townships to adjust their ordinances.  She stated that she had information regarding the project which she would mail to the Commission members.  She stated that she would like to invite someone from the North Jersey Conservation Resource and Development Council to explain the project to both the Commission and Land Use Board.  Chairman Teasdale stated that he supported the expert coming in, however, requested that they are not scheduled on an agenda when the ERI is being reviewed.  
LAND USE BOARD MATTERS

· Update on Land Use Board matters

Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the update on Land Use Board matters.  Mr. Mackie stated that the November meeting was cancelled as Cingular, applicant, required an additional variance for which they did not notice and that the application was continued until January.  

ADJOURNMENT
As there was no other business to consider, the meeting was adjourned by a motion of Dr. Robins and seconded by Ms. Murphy at 9:32 p.m.
 

Respectfully submitted,
Bonnie McCarthy

Environmental Commission Secretary
