TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION/JOINT PARKS COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
JUNE 11, 2007
MOUNTAINVILLE
 

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met for a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:40 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present were:  Chris Teasdale, Chairman, Ms. Murphy, Ms. Frey, Mr. Colitti, Ms. Ace (arrived at 7:45) and Mr. Schroth. 
Absent Were:  Mr. Mackie, Mr. Malloy and Dr. Robins.
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 24, 2007.  Adequate notice of the Parks Committee meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on February 15, 2007.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Teasdale asked the audience if there was anything they’d like to discuss which was not on the agenda to which the response was positive.  
David Barnes, Fairmount Road East, stated that he purchased a well test kit and didn’t return it.  He asked if he could still have the water tested to which Chairman Teasdale recommended that he contact South Branch Watershed Association and inquire as to whether it can still be tested.  
Chairman Teasdale asked the public if there were any further questions or comments to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he closed the public portion of the session.  
MINUTES

· April 9, 2007
· May 10, 2007
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the April 9th and May 10th minutes.  He stated that it should be noted in the April 9th minutes that there was a discussion regarding outstanding violations for Stavola Quarries and action that a letter was to be drafted by the Commission requesting that the license not be renewed until an approved plan was submitted showing remediation for all outstanding violations.  Ms. Ace expressed concern regarding a sentence in the minutes which she didn’t feel was accurate to which Chairman Teasdale stated that he would table the April 9th minutes until the next meeting.

Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the May 10, 2007 minutes.  He stated that he had no issue with the minutes other than grammatical errors which he would forward to Ms. Beeh.  Ms. Ace requested that the minutes be tabled as she had not reviewed them.  Chairman Teasdale tabled the May 10, 2007 minutes.        
CORRESPONDENCE

Chairman Teasdale asked the Commission if there were any questions or comments regarding the correspondence to which the response was negative.  He noted that Ms. Murphy received many thanks from community members regarding the Arbor Day Celebration.  Referring to item #2, Chairman Teasdale stated that Ms. Murphy provided the Commission with the well test results.  Ms. Murphy made a motion to accept the correspondence and Mr. Schroth seconded that motion.  All were in favor.         
1) A memo dated June 6, 2007 from Bonnie Beeh to the Environmental Commission regarding the Community Well Testing Program.

2) A memo dated June 4, 2007 from Bonnie Beeh to the Environmental Commission regarding a letter from Kirsten Specht, Township Resident.  Attachments include Ms. Specht’s letter, photos of neighboring property as well as a letter from Ms. Goodchild dated July 27, 2006.

3) Draft ANJEC Grant Proposal.

4) A letter dated May 4, 2007 from Dr. Gayle Carrick, Superintendent of Tewksbury Township School District regarding the April 27, 2007 Arbor Day Celebration.

5) A letter from Barbara Tosco of OTS preschool regarding Arbor Day.

6) A General Permit request regarding Block 12, Lot 25, 321 Main Street – Nick and Elizabeth Devlin.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Discussion regarding ANJEC Grant Proposal
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the ANJEC grant proposal.  He asked that the Commission review the timeline as outlined in the proposal.  He noted that the proposal requests that RFQ’s be sent and that the Commission has already satisfied that request.  He reviewed the remainder of the proposal with the Commission.  Ms. Ace suggested that the kick off meeting not be held in August as many members of the Commission/public may be away and unable to attend.  She recommended that the kick-off meeting be held in July.  The Commission made changes which would be forwarded to ANJEC as well as Township Staff by Chairman Teasdale.  They moved the kick-off meeting to July.  

Chairman Teasdale asked the Commission if there were any further questions or comments to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he opened up questions/comments to the public.

David Barnes, Fairmount Road, asked the Commission what properties would be included as part of the ERI to which Chairman Teasdale responded that the Township has many documents, i.e. Master Plan, Parks Plan, etc. which will be forwarded to the consultant for her review.  He stated that he would forward the list of documents to Ms. Beeh and she in turn would gather the documentation for the consultant.  
· Discussion regarding correspondence received from Ms. Specht, Township resident regarding tree removal on the neighboring property.
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding correspondence received from Ms. Specht, Township resident, regarding tree removal on the neighboring property.  He stated that he received a phone call from Ms. Specht who told him that trees were being cut inappropriately and that the Township doesn’t respond to her calls.  He asked Ms. Specht to document the violations and pictures and forward them to him.  He stated that once he received the letter he forwarded it to Ms. Beeh for her review as it needed to be determined whether there was a violation.  He stated that Ms. Beeh reviewed it and determined that there was no violation.  Ms. Ace explained the situation with the tree(s) as she is a neighbor to the Heithoff’s.  Ms. Frey recommended that notice be placed on the tree prior to removal in order to alert the neighbors that proper approvals had been obtained to remove the tree to which the Commission agreed.  Ms. Ace stated that she has spoken with Ms. Specht and explained the tree removal process and procedure to her.   
Chairman Teasdale asked the Commission for a motion to accept Ms. Beeh’s report as accurate as well as authorize him to draft a letter of response to Ms. Specht to which Ms. Murphy made the motion and Ms. Ace seconded that motion.  All were in favor.  Mr. Schroth abstained from the vote as he felt he couldn’t vouch that the response from Ms. Beeh was accurate.      

· Update on Community Well Testing Program – Results
Chairman Teasdale announced the update on the community well testing program.  Ms. Murphy stated that she received the results from South Branch Watershed Association.  She further added that the testing was done sporadically throughout the Township and the results did not allow for them to investigate a target area.  She added that she felt selling the well test kits on Saturday was very productive.  She further added that there was a sandwich board placed in the front of the municipal building advertising the sale of the kits which garnered a lot of response.  She recommended that they provide the same opportunities for well test kits next year, however, having more than a two day drop off.  Chairman Teasdale recommended that the properties that participated in the well testing be plotted on a map to which the Commission agreed.  He expressed concern regarding the nitrate levels as listed in the results report.  He then recommended that the properties that received a negative result be marked with a different color to which the Commission agreed.  He stated that he would ask Ms. Beeh if she could prepare the map for them to review and keep as part of a database.  Ms. Murphy noted that out of the 83 responses, only one property owner refused to allow their results to be made public.  
· Miscellaneous Discussion Items
Chairman Teasdale stated that a site walk of the Coldbrook Preserve would be held on Wednesday, June 14th at 8:00AM for the Hunterdon County Green Table.  He stated that he would try to attend.

Chairman Teasdale stated that Ms. Beeh forwarded a variance application for Andrew Hall, in-ground pool, at 13 Laurel Mountain Way.  Mr. Colitti asked what the size of the lot was to which Chairman Teasdale responded that it was 2.1 acres.  He added that their existing lot coverage was 11.6% and they were requesting 14% lot coverage.  Mr. Colitti asked what the lot coverage limit was to which Chairman Teasdale responded that it was 12%.   

ADJOURNMENT
As there was no other business to consider, the meeting was adjourned by a motion of Mr. Colitti and seconded by Ms. Ace at 9:00 p.m.
 

Respectfully submitted,
Bonnie Beeh 
