BOARD OF HEALTH
MINUTES OF JUNE 1, 2009

The Tewksbury Township Board of Health met in regular session at 7:30 P.M. on the above date, in the Police Administration Building, 169 Old Turnpike Road, Tewksbury, NJ.  
Chairman Peter Goyer presided.

Other members present were Shirley Czajkowski , Anthony Formica, Janet Masterton and alternate Zia Shey.  Regular member Tony Miele and alternate Richard Mahevich  were excused.

Debie Vaccarella of the Hunterdon County Department of Health was also present.  

1. Open Public Meetings Statement
The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mr. Goyer.

2. Minutes
Ms. Masterton made a motion to adopt the minutes of 04/07/09, seconded by Mrs. Czajkowski. The motion was approved.  Ayes:  Czajkowski, Goyer, Masterton.  Nays:  none.  Absent:  Mahevich, Miele.  Abstain:  Formica, Shey. 

3. Action to be Taken
Block 11	Lot 22.03
Judith Kleiner was present to request a waiver for distance for a septic system located at 586 Califon-Cokesbury Road.  A peat septic system was installed in August of 2007 and, upon inspection by the HC Department of Health, the distance between the well and one tank was found to be 48 feet and 45 feet between the well and a second tank.  The minimum allowable distance is 50 feet.  Ms. Kleiner noted that the engineering plans were correct, but the execution of the system was flawed.

Mr. Goyer noted that he was familiar with the property as he had visited the site prior to the installation of the system.  It was noted that the plans were drawn and installed by Septic Management Group (SMG). 

Ms. Brassard stated that she had spoken with Doug Fine, previously of SMG and was advised that when the system was installed, he no longer worked for the company.

Ms. Kleiner explained the location of the house and the fact that she fired the first 
contractor because he did not realize the pump tank was broken and advised that she needed a new field.  She then hired Mr. Fine of SMG and proceeded with the installation of a peat system.  She added that she was not aware that an Engineer should have been on site during the installation.

Discussion followed among the Board members that Ms. Kleiner paid for the work done, and that the system is functioning properly.
In response to a question from Mr. Goyer, Ms. Kleiner stated that she did not know the age or depth of the well and did not know if it had any casing.

Mrs. Vaccarella and Mr. Fine arrived at 7:35PM.

Ms. Kleiner added that she has the water testing annually and there has been no problem with the water.

Mr. Formica stated that he felt waiving the required distance would essentially be bailing out SMG, adding that because they (SMG) did not use a ruler, they are requesting a waiver to solve the problem.

Mr. Goyer reiterated that the system is functioning and the water quality is fine, that SMG is the entity at fault and the homeowner would be the party that has to suffer.

In response to a question from Mrs. Vaccarella, Mr. Fine stated that the two foot and five foot distances are actual distances as he initially took the measurements relative to the  house, plotted the points and looked at the distance to the well; resulting in re-measuring the distance from the existing well.  He added that this is not a normal procedure.

Mr. Goyer questioned the amount of casing on the well, adding that if it meets code he would be willing to accept the waivers.  Discussion followed regarding the required depth of casing (50 feet into competent bedrock) and how to ascertain if the existing well has casing.   

Ms. Kleiner stated that she is currently in the process of fighting with SMG regarding the matter.

Further discussion followed regarding the cost and difficulty of adding casing to an existing well as opposed to moving the tanks.  Mr. Fine and Mrs. Vaccarella agreed that abandoning an existing well, and drilling and casing a new well is much more expensive than moving the tanks.

Dr. Shey stated that he was not comfortable issuing a waiver retroactively.  If the request for a waiver had come in prior to the installation, he would not have a problem.

Mr. Fine noted that the waiver would not be granted to the installer or engineer but to the applicant.

Mrs. Vaccarella noted that the design called for the tanks to be installed in a different direction, but were moved to be in line with the connecting line.  This placement forced the positioning of the tanks and was not caught during the installation.

Mr. Goyer stated that the matter needs to be moved forward, questioning if it is worth moving the tanks.  Further discussion followed regarding the age of the house and possible age and condition of the well.

Mr. Goyer agreed that an assessment of the well needs to be done regarding its depth and age and the if there is sufficient well casing.  He added that if the casing is of sufficient depth and the well is relatively new, then he would be willing to grant the waiver for distance.  If, on the other hand, the well casing is not sufficient then remedial work will be necessary.  He reiterated that the home owner should not have to bear the cost of remediation.

Ms. Masterton stated that the Board should send a letter to SMG questioning why the error occurred and how they plan on rectifying the matter.  The letter should also question why SMG did not meet code and measure accurately.

It was also noted that the system does not have a final certificate from the HCDOH.

Ms. Kleiner was instructed to contact a well drilling company in order to receive information about the condition of the existing well.  Mr. Formica stressed that the document needs to be certified.

Mr. Goyer made a motion to send a letter to Septic Management Group stating that the system installed at Block 11, Lot 22.03 was discussed by the Board and they are requesting an explanation as to why the system was not installed according to code and how they plan to correct the mistake, seconded by Ms. Masterton.  The motion was approved.  Ayes:  Czajkowski, Formica, Goyer, Masterton, Shey.  Nays:  none.  Absent:  Mahevich, Miele.   

It was suggested that the Township Attorney review the letter prior to sending to Septic Management Group. 

Mrs. Vaccarella left the meeting at 7:50 PM.

The content and form of the letter was further discussed.  Ms. Brassard will forward to the Board prior to sending to the Attorney or SMG.

Further discussion followed regarding other septic problems in the Township and the relationship between Mr. Fine and SMG.

4. Correspondence
a. NJ LINCS – CDC investigation and interim recommendations Swine Influenza
b. NJLINCS – HC Influenza like illness  week 15
c. NJLINCS – human swine flu investigation CA and TX
d. HC influenza surveillance 4/26/09 – 5/2/09
e. HC influenza surveillance 5/3/09 – 5/9/09
f. HC influenza surveillance 5/10/09 – 5/16/09
g. HC influenza surveillance 5/17/09 – 5/23/09


5. Reports
Animal Control Report
April 2009

Animal Bite Report
Stephen Therianos	dog bite
Ida Mae Schmidt	cat bite

Submission of Repairs
Block 19	Lot 13.06		riser
Block 15	Lot 35			tank, baffle, riser
Block 15	Lot 32			connecting line
Block 10	Lot 5.07		baffle

Suspected Hazardous Substance Discharge Notification
Heating Oil #2		15 Cold Springs Road
Fuel Oil #2		19 Round Top Road

6.  Board Member Comments

7.  Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 P.M.


Respectfully submitted,


Roberta A. Brassard
Board of Health Secretary
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