BOARD OF HEALTH

MINUTES OF JULY 3, 2007

The Tewksbury Township Board of Health met in regular session at 7:30 P.M. on the above date, in the Mountainville Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, NJ.  

Chairperson Peter Goyer presided.

Other members present were Shirley Czajkowski , Anthony Formica and Janet Masterton.

Anthony Miele and alternates Richard Mahevich and Zia Shey were excused.

Adam Manus of the Hunterdon County Department of Health (HCDOH) was also present.  

1. Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mr. Goyer.

2.
Action to be Taken
· Block 28 
Lot 32  


Scott Bollman (property owner) was present to provide the Board with information regarding the installation of a Puraflo peat septic system on his 3 ¼ acre property to correct a malfunctioning septic system.  A waiver is being requested regarding the distance between the primary and reserve fields not being the required 75 foot distance.  It was added that the fields are separated by the driveway by approximately 20-30 feet.

Mr. Bollman stated that the water table on the property is 1 foot below the surface when the trees are dormant and drops to 3 feet when they are budded – it was added that the system functions when the trees are in bud.  The existing steel septic tank is approximately 60 years old.  Mr. Bollman noted that the water table is higher at the front of the house and a distance of 150’ from the well exists.  The advantages to the peat system (as opposed to a conventional system) were noted by Mr. Bollman- including the effect of a cleaner product, a smaller mound and less excavating, although the peat system is more costly.
The maintenance contract was discussed as Mr. Bollman was under the mistaken impression that the filter only had to be “pulled out once a year and hosed.”
Ms. Masterton questioned the comment made by the HCDOH regarding testing the septic and pump tanks for water tightness. It was agreed that this will be done by the engineer upon installation.

In response to a question by Mr. Goyer, Mr. Bollman stated that the rear of the house is very wet and there is a stream/ditch running under Hollowbrook Road.
Mr Goyer made a motion to accept the waiver for allowing the distance between the primary and reserve field to be less than the minimum of 75 feet for the property located on Block 28, Lot 32.
Additional points of the motion included the following.

· The use of the Puraflo peat system
· Proof of maintenance contract and reports on the monitoring be provided to the HCDOH and Township Board of Health

· The HCDOH and Township Board of Health assume no responsibility for the Puraflo peat system and shall be held harmless

· The septic and pump tanks shall be tested for water tightness by the engineer and certification provided to the HCDOH

· The manufacturer shall inspect and certify the installation of the system and provide the HCDOH with copy

· The plans shall be submitted to the Department of Environmental Protection  

The above noted motion was seconded by Mr. Masterton.  The motion was approved.  Ayes:  Czajkowski, Formica, Goyer, Masterton.  Nays:  none. Absent:  Miele.

It was noted that the applicant will have to go to the Building Department for additional permits. 

· Block 6.04
Lot 18

Erica Busch, Engineer for the applicant, was present to discuss the proposed alteration to a malfunctioning system and request the following three waivers. 

1) The required distance of 75 feet between the primary and reserve areas cannot be met

2) The pitch from the connecting line from the tank to the distribution box is being shown as 1/8” per foot (1/4’ per foot is code)

3) The toe of the mound is being shown as 7 feet from the neighboring property line (County minimum  is 10 feet)

Regarding point #1, Ms. Busch noted that the soil encountered in logs 3 and 4 revealed high ground water, while the soil in logs 1 and 2 was of a better quality.  The proposed reserve area is actually a continuation of the primary area.  
Regarding point #2, Ms. Busch noted that the 1/8” per foot pitch to the distribution box will work and the system will pump downhill.  It was added that there will be no solids in tank and the engineer will certify that the pitch is 1/8” per foot.

Regarding point #3, the matter of the distance from the toe of the mound to the neighboring property line was discussed.  Mrs. Russo (property owner) stated that the neighboring property is a rental property and there currently is a fence between the properties so the mound would not be overly visible.

Ms. Busch noted that there really is not a true mound as it is blended into the hillside.

Mr. Goyer expressed concern with encroaching on the neighboring property, asking if the Engineer could alter the design in order to comply with HCDOH requirements to have a 10 foot distance.

Ms. Busch stated that the property could be staked out and the design could be shifted to match the contour of the slope and attain a 10 feet distance from the toe of the mound to the neighboring property line.  She added that the applicant’s property is wetter on the right side of the property.
In response to a suggestion by Mr. Formica, Ms. Busch stated that the lateral fields could not be made narrower and longer and serve the same purpose.  Discussion followed as to how best to readjust the plans to attain the desired distance.

Mr. Goyer questioned if the slope ration could be tightened up to a 2 to 1 slope as opposed to a 3 to 1slope.  He noted that he did not want the Board to be held responsible for a future problem with the neighbor objecting to the system encroaching on their property.  He added that the engineer could correct the problem by agreeing to the change in slope ratio now, or the neighbor would have to come to a future Board meeting in the event they had a problem with the encroachment.

It was noted that the oversized system will not allow for a change in the number of bedrooms – the number will remain at two.
Mr. Goyer made a motion to approve the alteration to the malfunctioning system for the property located on Block 6.04 Lot 18 by allowing the following waivers.

· to allow a 1/8 inch per foot slope from the connecting line from the septic tank to the distribution box and to provide the HCDOH with certification

· to allow for a distance of less than the required 75’ between the primary and reserve areas, as the reserve area is a continuation of the primary area
· to maintain a ten foot distance between the neighboring property line and the toe of the mound by changing the design to have a 2 to 1 slope and to submit the revised plan to the HCDOH

· to not allow for any additional bedrooms to be constructed on the property

The motion was seconded by Ms. Masterton. The motion was approved.  Ayes:  Czajkowski, Formica, Goyer, Masterton.  Nays:  none. Absent:  Miele.

3.
Correspondence

a. HC Department of Health 2006 Annual Report

4. 
Minutes

Ms. Masterton made a motion to adopt the minutes of 6/04/07, seconded by Mrs. Czajkowski.  The motion was approved.  Ayes:  Czajkowski, Formica, Goyer, Masterton.  Nays:  none.  Absent:  Miele.   

5.
Reports
Animal Control Report

May 2007

Submission of Repairs
Block 7
Lot 25

3 Fieldstone Road
connecting line /d-box/replacement of           pipe 

Block 51
Lot 61

7 Honeyman Road
connecting line

Certificate of Completion

Block 28
Lot 13

septic and well

Block 32
Lot 22.05
septic and well

Block 6.02
Lot 24.11
septic

Notice of Septic Repair Completion

Block 6

Lot 31.03
Manley- LeFlaine

Suspected Hazardous Substance Discharge Notification

18 King Street

Oil Fuel #2
removal of UST

6.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:08 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Roberta A. Brassard

Board of Health Secretary
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