TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
APRIL 9, 2007
MOUNTAINVILLE
 

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met for a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present were:  Chris Teasdale, Chairman, Miriam Murphy, Ms. Frey, Mario Colitti and Mary Ace.
Absent Were:  Dr. Robins, Mr. Mackie, Mr. Malloy, Mr. Schroth and Ms. Beeh.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 24, 2007.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Teasdale asked the audience if there was anything they’d like to discuss which was not on the agenda to which the response was positive.  
Susan Brookman, stated that she recently relocated from Florida to Tewksbury Township and was in attendance to observe the meeting.

Chairman Teasdale asked the public if there were any further questions or comments to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he closed the public portion of the session.  
MINUTES

Chairman Teasdale asked if there were any questions or comments regarding the March 12, 2007 minutes to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he asked the Commission for a motion in which Mr. Colitti made a motion to approve the minutes of March 12, 2007 and Ms. Ace seconded that motion.  All were in favor.    
CORRESPONDENCE

Chairman Teasdale asked the Commission if there were any questions or comments regarding the correspondence to which the response was positive.  Discussion ensued regarding the Planning Board Open Space matters, Hunterdon County Highlands Discussion to be held at 7:30AM on March 26th as well as a letter from ANJEC to Ms. Beeh.  Chairman Teasdale stated that he would like to review the correspondence forwarded to Ms. Beeh from ANJEC.  Ms. Frey stated that all members of the Commission should have a copy of the ANJEC correspondence (handbook) forwarded to Ms. Beeh to which Ms. Murphy agreed.  The Commission discussed both Highland Exemption requests and requested that Ms. Beeh research the Highlands Exemption request for Lot 6.10 in order to determine whether there the home on the lot was pre-existing as well as what was proposed.  Chairman Teasdale distributed surveys from Mr. O’Neill of the New Jersey Water Supply authority to all of the Commission members.  Ms. Murphy moved to accept receipt of the correspondence and Ms. Ace seconded that motion.  All were in favor. 
1) Action Item List

2) A memo dated March 6, 2006 from Bonnie Beeh to Roberta Brassard regarding the EC ANJEC grant proposal – resolution request. 

3) A letter dated February 22, 2006 from the DEP regarding Garson, Block 34, Lot 20 – Notice of Intent to Cancel Highlands Consistency Determination.

4) A letter dated February 21, 2006 from URWA regarding upcoming URWA events.

5) A Highlands Exemption request dated February 20, 2006 regarding Block 19, Lot 27.

6) A letter dated February 16, 2006 from Robert Becker regarding Update on Rehabilitation Proposal for 224 Old Turnpike Road.

7) A dated February 13, 2006 from Rachel Hurford and Andrew Lea regarding the US Mayors Climate Protection Agreement.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Environmental Resources Inventory
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the Environmental Resources Inventory (ERI).  He stated that Deborah Kratzer of Kratzer Environmental was the low bidder with a figure of $15,600.00.  He noted that Ms. Kratzer received an award for the ERI she prepared for the Township of Kingwood.  Mr. Colitti stated that every township within Hunterdon County has an ERI with the exception of Tewksbury.  Chairman Teasdale stated that they were awaiting word from ANJEC regarding the grant proposal.  He further stated that the Township has budgeted money for the ERI.  He noted that Princeton Hydro was the second lowest bidder with a figure of $19,200.00.  Discussion ensued regarding Deborah Kratzer’s bid.  Ms. Ace recommended the Township having the ERI available on CD and charging a fee for residents wishing to obtain a copy as it would be less expensive than purchasing the entire ERI in document form.  Chairman Teasdale stated that he would contact Ms. Kratzer and inform her that they were considering awarding her the ERI project.    

· Highlands 
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the Highlands update.  Ms. Frey reported on the status of the Highlands Regional Master Plan.  She stated that the comment deadline was extended to May 11th.  She also stated that would provide comments from the Highlands Coalition to the Commission after they were submitted to the Highlands Council.  Discussion ensued regarding the Lebanon Borough Development Issue.   
· Arbor Day
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding Arbor Day.  Ms. Murphy that Arbor Day will be celebrated on Friday, April 27, 2007.  She noted that there would be a program for the 3rd graders to be held at the Tewksbury Township Elementary School as well as tree plantings in multiple locations (Township owned lands).  She also stated that the project was a coordinated effort with the Parks Committee, Scenic Roads Commission and the Environmental Commission.  She noted that Tewksbury Township has been designated as a Tree City and may possibly be named the Tree City for the year 2008.  She stated that a red oak tree would be planted at the school during the Arbor Day festivities.  She also stated that the New Jersey Tree Foundation provided them with a tree for each 3rd grader.  She noted that Mr. Wayne Martin, Forester, would be in attendance on Arbor Day.  She stated that the deer exclosure which was installed on Arbor Day of last year would need to be relocated to the Pascale Farm Property.  She also stated that the trees within the exclosure would be relocated as well.  Chairman Teasdale expressed concern regarding deer damage to small trees and noted that the small trees needed to be protected.  
· South Branch Watershed Association Community Well Testing Program
Chairman announced the discussion regarding the South Branch Watershed Association Community Well Testing Program.  Ms. Murphy stated that the kits would be for sale at the Municipal Building starting Monday, March 26th through Monday, May 14th.  She stated that the drop off dates were May 14th and May 16th.  She explained that they have contracted for 50 kits per day (100 total) as SBWA can only process 50 kits per day.  A discussion ensued regarding Oldwick and targeting the area for well testing.  Ms. Ace asked how the Commission would get Oldwick residents to test their wells to which Chairman Teasdale responded that it could be targeted statistically.  Ms. Ace noted that she never had issues with her well, however, her neighbors did.  Ms. Murphy stated that the cost of the basic kit was $50.00 with additional elements available at additional costs.  The Commission recommended encouraging testing of arsenic and pesticides as they area becoming more of an issue.  
· Quarry Application
Chairman Teasdale stated that Mr. George Cassa, Township Resident, went to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection’s Open Public Record’s Database and obtained various citations issued to Stavola regarding their quarry.  He further state that they were before the Township Committee for their license renewal.  She noted that Stavola wants to add concrete and asphalt to their operations.  He stated that they’ve already requested permission to do so from Readington Township and were denied.  Ms. Ace stated that the renewal was for the current operation and that the Township was hesitant to halt their operations.  Ms. Frey stated that the Highlands Regional Master Plan would support the downzoning and provide a legal shield to the Township if it opts into the Regional Master Plan.  Ms. Ace suggested that the Township allow Stavola permission for the concrete/asphalt if they gave the Township the land when finished mining.  The Commission discussed the NJDEP’s recommendations for aggressive follow-up and consideration of referring the violations for criminal prosecution.  Chairman Teasdale recommended that the Township be shown progress by Stavola by a certain date.  The Commission agreed that citizens needed to show support at the Township Committee meeting with regard to the Stavola matter. 
ADJOURNMENT
As there was no other business to consider, the meeting was adjourned by a motion of Mr. Colitti and seconded by Ms. Ace at 9:00 p.m.
 

Respectfully submitted,
Bonnie Beeh 
