TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
May 10, 2010

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Mario Colitti, Bruce Mackie, Teddy Murphy, Tom Schroth, Joe Weber and Mary Ace arrived at 7:55 p.m.
Absent:  Laurence Malloy
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 12, 2010.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Chairman Teasdale opened the meeting up to the public.  There being no one in the public, Mr. Teasdale closed the public participation portion of the meeting.

CORRESPONDENCE
Mr. Weber made a motion to acknowledge receipt of the correspondence.  Mr. Schroth seconded that motion.  All were in favor.

a) A letter dated April 13, 2010 from Jeff Everson regarding an application to NJDEP for Block 11, Lot 16.07.

b) An e-mail dated May 4, 2010 from ANJEC regarding Seed Grants for Greenways Projects.

Mrs. Murphy suggested sending the ANJEC Seed Grants for Greenways Projects to the Scenic Roads and Bridges Commission.
DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Set 2010 Community Well Test dates – Status Update
Mr. Mackie reported that SBWA’s response was that the Township can hold the Community Well Test days any time during the year.  He noted that he will not be available the first week in October but would be available after that.  Mrs. Murphy suggested selling the kits in September with the return days in October.  Mr. Teasdale suggested the dates of October 13 and 14 as the dates to return the kits and the Township would begin selling the kits in September with notices to go out in late summer and to the school children in early September.  Mr. Mackie agreed to check with SBWA about the dates and report back.  
· Palmer Conservation Easement Resolution, Block 27, Lot 81
Mr. Teasdale noted the strong response from the Palmer’s forester, Steve Kallesser.  Mr. Kallesser was not present on the site walk however Heather Gracie from Gracie & Harrigan Consulting Foresters was present.  Mr. Teasdale read into the record the following e-mail from Steve Kallesser:
Shana,

Thank you for bringing this draft to our attention.  We have several comments.

First, the Palmers are not looking to change the terms of the  

easement. The current easement allows the owners to conduct  

forestry/conservation activities with the prior written permission of  

the Township.  The Palmers are seeking written permission to carry out  

activities specified in the Forest Management Plan that has already  

been filed with and approved by the township and the NJ Forest Service.

Secondly, the draft resolution in two places alludes to the current  

Forest Management Plan needing to be amended in order to reflect  

conservation goals.  The current Forest Management Plan is completely  

in line with conservation goals and represents the very best in the  

way of environmental stewardship.  It will not be amended.  I made it  

clear that everyone involved needed to read the plan that was  

provided.  I can't imagine that was done based on my reading of the  

resolution.

Third, the Palmers made it clear during the field tour that they own  

and operate a homeowner-grade Kubota in order to assist them in  

management of the property.  The current conservation easement does  

not prohibit motorized vehicles.  No statute, regulation, or any other  

policy of the State of New Jersey DEP creates a blanket prohibition on  

motorized vehicles.  The standard that needs to be applied here are  

those that are found in the current DEP Forestry and Wetlands Best  

Management Practices manual.  (Freely available on our company  

website.  It was also previously provided to the EC.)  These focus on  

minimizing use of motorized vehicles and avoiding certain time  

periods.  Regardless, if streambank restoration (as mentioned later in  

the resolution) is to be accomplished, this will require the use of  

motorized vehicles.

Fourth, the resolution refers to the NJ Forest Stewardship Act (though  

not by name).  This is wholly inappropriate being that that Act is not  

currently in effect, and no regulations, policies, or other written  

guidance have yet been promulgated by DEP.  The Palmers may very well  

enroll in this program, but only after DEP releases said information  

in late 2010.

I have taken the liberty of revising the resolution based on these  

comments.  See the attached.

-Steve Kallesser

Gracie & Harrigan Consulting Foresters, Inc.

Mr. Weber opined that the first issue is whether or not the Forestry Management Plan needs to be revised.  The second issue deals with the new DEP regulations and whether it is appropriate which, it appears, it is not and that that language can be removed.  The third issue relates to motorized vehicles.  Mr. Weber noted that he didn’t get the impression from the Palmers that the condition related to motorized vehicles was a problem.  He suggested that the Environmental Commission modify the resolution on the first two issues but stick to the condition on the motorized vehicles.  Mr. Teasdale noted that he received a letter from his forester about the need to amend a forestry management plan to recognize the 300 foot buffers if forestry is performed within a stream corridor.  
The Commission expressed concern about making a decision without having the easement language and therefore discussion about the Palmer easement was tabled until June, 2010.  Mr. Teasdale indicated that he would ask Ms. Goodchild to re-send the documentation (the forestry management plan and the conservation easement).  Mr. Mackie also suggested asking the Palmers and/or their professionals to attend the June meeting.    
· Update on E.C. Liaisons to other Boards/Committees (eg. Forest Advisory Board and Land Use Board)
Mr. Mackie noted that the A.M. Best application hearing was postponed to the beginning of June.  A brief discussion ensued regarding the proposed project which includes a data center, additional parking and a realigned roadway and entrance onto the County road.  Mr. Teasdale prepared a draft review letter which covers issues such as building location, the need for additional parking, lighting, etc.  Mr. Schroth agreed to take a look at the plans and comment.  

Mr. Mackie reported on recent variances heard by the Land Use Board including the Morris application on Hollow Brook Rd.  Mrs. Murphy noted that she sent a comment letter to the Land Use Board reminding the Board that there is a new ERI available.  

Mrs. Murphy reported that Arbor Day was held last week with the 3rd Grade program; Les Alpaugh provided a presentation to the children.  A Red Maple tree donated by the Pickle Road Tree Project Nursery was planted in the old orchard at Christie Hoffman Farm Park.
Mrs. Murphy also reported that the $7,000 Business Stimulus Fund was approved and will be used to maintain the 187 trees and shrubs that were planted in 2009.  The grant will not fund the watering of the trees/shrubs so volunteers will be used; Rick Brady has agreed to water Oldwick Fields and Christie Hoffman, the Boy Scouts have agreed to water at Fairmount North and the Cub Scouts and Brownies have agreed to care for the trees planted in front of the pond at Pascale.  A few trees did not survive so 5 will be replaced using the BSF grant money.  
· Discussion regarding Highlands Planning Area – Opting In.  
No new information to report.  

Mr. Colitti questioned the activity on the Melick property in Oldwick (behind the Library) near the edge of the orchard.  Mr. Teasdale opined that they were clearing to extend the orchard.    

Ms. Ace expressed concern that residents have filed volunteer applications to serve on Township Boards, Committees and Commissions and have not had a response from the Township Committee.  

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Mr. Mackie made a motion to adjourn at 8:45 p.m.  Mr. Schroth seconded the motion.  

Respectfully submitted,

Shana L. Goodchild

Land Use Administrator

