TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
February 9, 2009

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Greg Storms, Bruce Mackie, Tom Schroth, Miriam Murphy, Mary Ace, Mario Colitti arrived at 8:03 p.m. and Laurence Malloy arrived at 8:05 p.m.
Absent: 
Mary Elizabeth Warner.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 14, 2009.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Teasdale opened the meeting up to the public.
Robert Horton, 227 West Maple Ave., Bound Brook, was present and indicated that Mr. Mennen suggested that his talents might be useful to the Environmental Commission as a free consultant.  Mr. Horton provided Mr. Teasdale with a list of possible locations for permitted detention basins and improvements.  He also listed the benefits derived from the installation of detention basins.  Mr. Teasdale suggested that Mr. Horton visit the township offices during the day and review site plans or variance applications.  He also suggested to Mr. Horton to look at plans submitted for variance application and attend the hearings before the Land Use Board.  
MINUTES
The minutes of January 12, 2009 were approved, with some minor corrections, by motion of Mrs. Murphy, seconded by Mr. Schroth.  All were in favor.  

Mr. Teasdale asked the Commission Members to keep the set of minutes handy as it outlines the goals for 2009.    
DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Discussion on Variable Source Area Modeling as presented by Christine Hall, Natural Resources Conservation Service and Donna Drewes, Municipal Land Use Center at the College of NJ
Christine Hall of the Natural Resources Conservation Service, who is on loan to the North Jersey Resource Conservation and Development (part of USDA) spoke about critical source area modeling; a mathematical projection that takes into account slopes, topography, soil types and land cover to determine the potential pollutant flow through landscape.  

Donna Drewes of the Municipal Land Use Center at the College of New Jersey elaborated on the model.  Ms. Drewes presented copies of a paper as well as a power point presentation on the model.  She shared a map of Tewksbury that was color coded with areas that were potentially susceptible to pollutant flow into local streams.  Ms. Drewes suggested how the model might be used, including to help construct ordinances in the township and to identify key areas that might be targeted for land preservation.  
Mr. Teasdale asked about the validity factor for the model.  Dr. Zeyuan Qiu, of the NJ Institute of Technology spoke about the model and methodology.  He explained that there are several ways to validate the model, one way is to monitor the patterns in the landscape and another way is to go to a sloping area of the watershed and measure the soil/water content and compare that with the prediction.  

Ms. Drewes noted that if Tewksbury has an open space parcel with the right geometry she would like to do field verification on that property.  

Mr. Teasdale noted the recent application by JCP&L for a approval of a substation and asked how the model would be used for that type of situation.  Ms. Drewes explained that the model would help to avoid or minimize the critical areas; another performance evaluation that an applicant would have to go through.  
When asked if the model would be available to the Commission’s environmental resources consultant to include in the Environmental Resource Inventory, Ms. Drewes responded in the positive and indicated that they would be happy to work with her to provide some of the background language that describes what the map is, the model process and how it is used.  

Mr. Schroth asked if it could be used with the Township GIS to which Ms. Drewes responded in the positive.   Dr. Qiu indicated that he had no objection to sharing the data layer with the township and encouraged open communication.  Ms. Drewes explained that there are multiple ways the model could be incorporated including the tree ordinance and open space and farmland preservation.  Ms. Drewes noted that Frank Banisch is extremely interested in the model and excited about its use.  

Mr. Mackie asked if vegetation type is accounted for to which Dr. Qui responded in the negative and indicated that topography and soils are more important considerations for the model.  
Mr. Storms asked if there are any solutions to the problems generated by all the farms in Tewksbury using fertilizer, etc.  Ms. Hall reviewed many practices such as irrigation/water management plans, erosion plans, buffering, etc. that are programs for farmers.  
Chairman Teasdale agreed to include a map of Tewksbury with explanatory text in the Township’s Draft ERI.  He said that he would ask the Township’s ERI consultant to contact Ms. Drewes for access to the map and the accompanying explanatory text.  

· Stream Crossing Project
Mr. Teasdale suggested that Tara Petti attend next month’s meeting to brief the Commission on the Stream Crossing project.  

CORRESPONDENCE:
The following items of correspondence were received and reviewed:

1) Notice of Application for Letter of Interpretation from Tewksbury Township for Meadow Lane right of way.
2) Notice of Application for Letter of Interpretation from Bellemead Development Corporation for Block 46.01, Lot 7.

3) Information from ANJEC regarding the Smart Growth Planning Assistance grants.  

4) A letter dated January 16, 2009 from Barbara Heskins Davis of The Land Conservancy of NJ regarding Highlands Conformance.  

5) A copy of a letter from NJDEP dated January 20, 2009 regarding Reconstruction of Inter-County Bridge T-36-S Highlands Applicability.

6) Notice of Application for Letter of Interpretation from Eastern States Environmental Assoc. for Block 23, Lot 29.01.

7) Hunterdon County Soil Conservation District Notices for:

· Tewksbury Meadows - Block 37, Lot 7.11

· McMahon/Brooks Residence – Block 15, Lot 3.04

· Bartles Site Dev., Phase III – Block 44, Lot 22

8)    13th Annual NJ Land Conservation Rally, March 7, 2009, New Brunswick.  
Mr. Teasdale indicated that he would ask Ms. Goodchild about the LOI regarding Meadow Lane right of way.  

· Status of ERI
Mr. Teasdale noted that he e-mailed the Township staff about grant money available from the Highlands and is waiting for a response.

· Update on E.C. Liaisons to other Boards/Committees (eg. Forest Advisory Board, Pascale Advisory Committee and Land Use Board)
Mr. Mackie noted that the Land Use Board will be discussing impervious coverage at the beginning of March.  The Environmental Commission members indicated a desire to share information with the Land Use Board.  Mr. Mackie agreed to inform the Commission when the date was set.  
· Update on Arbor Day Initiative (Teddy Murphy)
Mrs. Murphy briefed the Commission on the Arbor Day activities, including the tree planting and the ceremony.  The Parks Committee met with the foresters from the State and the tree locations have been determined.  There will be trees planted along the western edge of the Oldwick Field, at Christie Hoffman, at the entrance to Fairmount North and trees replaced along the pond at Pascale.  There was also discussion regarding plantings in the detention basin on Pascale (near the school).  

Mr. Teasdale noted that two (2) Land Use Board applications were forwarded to the Environmental Commission for review and comment - Block 6.04, Lot 3 – O’Sullivan and Block 15, Lot 32 - Yarusinksy.  It was the consensus of the Commission that comments were not necessary on the O’Sullivan application.  Mrs. Murphy agreed to review the Yarusinsky application.  
· Update on annual water testing program
Mr. Teasdale noted that Mr. Mackie agreed to handle this project so that Mrs. Murphy could concentrate on Arbor Day.  Mrs. Murphy suggested that Mr. Mackie contact the school about sending the flyers out with the students.  Mr. Mackie announced that the tentative dates are May 18 and May 20.  Mrs. Murphy noted that staff at the municipal offices helped bundle the flyers for distribution to the schools.  She agreed to provide Mr. Mackie with the template for the flyer.  Mr. Teasdale reminded Mr. Mackie and Mrs. Murphy that there were some pricing issues last year and to make sure they are corrected for this year’s flyer.  Mrs. Murphy noted that the kits are usually available to purchase in April and that notice of the kits is usually placed in the Times of Tewksbury.  Ms. Ace noted that the Times of Tewksbury deadline is March 15th.    
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the Commission adjourned at 9:39 p.m. by motion of Ms. Ace and seconded by Mr. Storms.  All were in favor.  

Respectfully submitted,

Shana L. Goodchild

Land Use Administrator
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