TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP PARKS COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES

January 10, 2007

Meeting Called to Order at 7:30 p.m.

Roll Call and Declaration of a Quorum

Open Meetings Statement was read by Mr. Becker

Attending:

David Barnes

Robert Becker, Chairman

Jeff Fenton

Sheldon Kay, Secretary

Thomas Murphy

Carmen Natale

Rolf Margenau


Absent: None

Minutes from Prior Meeting(s) dated: December 13, 2006

No amendments or changes.

Motion to approve and forward to Township by: Mr. Barnes; Seconded: Mr. Murphy

Vote: Unanimous approval

2007 Parks Committee Meeting Dates

It was discussed and agreed that the Parks Committee will hold regular monthly meetings in 2007 as follows:

February 14, March 14, April 11, May 9, June 13, July 11, August 8, September 12, October 10, November 14 and December 12.

Motion to approve and forward to Township by: Mr. Fenton; Seconded: Mr. Kay

Vote: Unanimous approval

Correspondence

from Township Committee


None

from General Public:



TTA- Tewksbury Trail Association

Proposal from The Tewksbury Trail Association to construct horse pens at Christie Hoffman Park.  The pens would be located near the Pavilion and used to temporarily hold horses while riders rest, eat lunch, use bathrooms, etc.

Parks Committee held discussion and questions were raised regarding funding, building, maintenance, and specific location.

A letter would go to the TTA to clarify their request.
Condition of Trails at Christie Hoffman Park

Jeff Fenton submitted a concern about the condition of trails at Christie Hoffman Park due to rain and horses.


Discussion was held by the Parks Committee and Jeff explained that senior citizens are having a hard time walking at Christie Hoffman Park due to the poor condition of certain parts of the trails where rain and horse hoof prints have created ruts in the trails.


Discussion continued about how people can report unsafe conditions on the trails.  Currently there is no policy in place to receive these reports.

A motion was made by Jeff Fenton to contact the TAA and ask them to have horse riders stay to one side of the trail. 
Motion by: Mr. Fenton

Seconded: Mr. Murphy

Vote: Yea: 1

Nay: 6
Abstain: None
A Presentation was made by the New Jersey Audubon Society

Present from the Audubon Society was, Troy Ettel, Gylla MacGregor, John Parke.


Mr. Ettel gave some background as to what the Audubon Society has been doing in other communities.  He suggested community involvement is a very important aspect of the plan.  He discussed the NJ Wildlife Action Plan and how that could play a role in the care, maintenance, and improvement of the Tewksbury Parks.  He showed slides of the critical habitat that is present in Tewksbury.


Ms. MacGregor discussed how NJ Audubon has been working in Franklin Township, Somerset County, to restore 110 acres of grassland and wetland habitat.

New Business

Proposed change in Open Space Tax


Jeff Fenton proposed a change in the open space tax wording to include the words maintain and improve.


The Parks Committee discussed the idea of suggesting to the Township Committee that the wording to the Open Space Tax be changed so that some of the revenue from that tax could go to maintenance and improvements of the land purchased using that tax.


Questions were raised about the current wording and Mr. Fenton agreed to provide the Parks Committee with additional detail and documentation at a future Parks Committee meeting.

Dog feces is not being picked up at Christie Hoffman Park

Jeff Fenton proposed a change in the area that dog walkers could park to better control the dog feces that is not picked up at Christie Hoffman Park.


The Parks Committee discussed the increasing problem of dog walkers not picking up dog feces.  Mr. Fenton suggested that dog walkers should park near the old skate rink, near the barn, at Christie Hoffman Park.  This would better control the area where dog walkers pass with their dogs.


Questions were raised about how to enforce another law about dogs when the current law was not being enforced.  Also about the safety of cars going in and out of the DPW park entrance.

A motion was made by Jeff Fenton to change the area where dog walkers could park from the main Christie Hoffman Parking area to the area near the old skating rink.

Motion by: Mr. Fenton

Seconded: Mr. Barnes

Vote: Yea: 1

Nay: 6
Abstain: None
Additional Discussion Items

NONE

Next meeting date: February 14, 2007

Motion for adjournment made by Mr. Murphy, seconded by Mr. Barnes

Vote: Unanimous in favor
 

Adjournment at 10:30 p.m.
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