TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

AUGUST 12, 2008 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a regular session on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor William Voyce presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members, Robert Hoffman and Shaun Van Doren.

Louis DiMare and William Mennen were not in attendance.

Jesse Landon, Township Administrator, Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk and Michael Selvaggi, Township Attorney were in attendance.

There were approximately six members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Voyce.
2.
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.

3.
Correspondence
The Correspondence List is attached to the minutes
Mr. Van Doren noted correspondence he received from the Borough of Hampton regarding Police matters.  This will be discussed later in the meeting.

Mayor Voyce noted an upcoming Highlands meeting scheduled for 8/15/08 adding that he would not be available to attend. 

4. 
Public Participation


Miriam Murphy speaking for the Forestry Advisory Board (FAB) stated that Tewksbury will be hosting the State 2009 Arbor Day celebration on April 24.  The FAB is not requesting any funding for the event as they have received verbal confirmation of a donation from Embarq and the Tewksbury Trail Association.  She noted that a local landscaper has agreed to supply up to 50 trees to be planted on public lands, adding that the Parks Committee is currently looking at where to plant them. Additional assistance will be given by Dr. Diaz, who will present the 3rd graders with a tree as they are considered the age that is “ripe for environmental education.”  Mrs. Murphy noted that the FAB is currently soliciting bids from caterers so that a lunch will be available for attendees.


In closing Mrs. Murphy stated that a letter will be coming from the State sometime next month and State representatives will be invited to upcoming meetings to discuss the event.  She added that the Township DPW will be asked to assist in the planting of the trees.

Mr. Van Doren noted that the arrival of State representatives will need to be coordinated if they

intend to come to a Township Committee meeting.  

David Barnes stated that he spoke with Mr. Landon and Mr. Hull recently regarding a matter 


related to the Pottersville Reservoir.  He was told that the intention of the work being done was to enable vehicular access into the interior of the property which he referred to as “one of the last untouched pieces of land.”  He felt that the streams were being filled with dirt and rock and requested that the matter be looked into. 

5.
Actions to be taken
· Consent Agenda

Mr. Van Doren requested that the authorization to allow fencing to remain in a conservation easement located on Block 5 Lot 2.13 be removed from the Consent Agenda.  

He added that the title of Resolution #122-2008 needs to be amended on the Consent Agenda. 

Mr. Hoffman requested that Resolution #128-2008 be removed from the Consent Agenda as he would be recused from voting.  As there would not be a quorum to vote on Resolution #128-2008, it will be placed on the next agenda.

He requested that Resolution #124-2008 be removed from the Consent Agenda.
Mayor Voyce stated that the Deputy Mayor should be authorized to sign the Findings and Determinations for the 9/6/08 Harvest Festival raffle.
Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of the Consent Agenda as amended, seconded by Mr. Hoffman.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: Hoffman, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  DiMare, Mennen.
RESOLUTION #109-2008PRIVATE 

OPEN SPACE REFERENDUM QUESTION

WHEREAS, this Township Committee on August 12, 2008 by Resolu​tion No. 109-2008, determined to authorize the placement of a non-binding referendum question on the ballot at the general election on November 4, 2008, 


BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, New Jersey, as follows:


1.  The Hunterdon County Clerk is hereby directed to place on the November 4, 2008 general election ballot in this Township the following question and interpretive statement:


SHALL THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY BE AUTHORIZED TO IMPOSE AN ADDITIONAL ANNUAL REAL PROPERTY TAX LEVY AT A RATE NOT EXCEEDING $0.03 PER $100 OF ASSESSED VALUE WHICH MAY INCREASE BY AN ADDITIONAL $0.03 ANNUALLY FOR A PERIOD NOT TO EXCEED 10 YEARS FOR ANY ONE OF THE FOL​LOWING PURPOSES OR A COMBINA​TION OF THEM:


(A)
ACQUISITION OF LANDS FOR RECREATION OR CONSERVA​TION PURPOSES.


(B)
ACQUISITION OF FARMLAND FOR FARMLAND PRESERVATION PURPOS​ES.

(C)      PAYMENT OF DEBT SERVICE ON INDEBTEDNESS ISSUED OR IN​-             CURRED FOR THE PURPOSES DESCRIBED IN (A) AND/OR (B)        
ABOVE.

(D)      STEWARDSHIP OF PUBLIC LANDS AFTER ACQUISITON.

(E)      THIS ADDITIONAL CUMULATIVE TAX SHALL SUNSET IN 2018.





YES
_____





 NO      _____


Interpretive Statement

This ballot question is submitted to the voters under Chapter 24 of the Public Laws of 1997.  The Township already has a trust fund based on a present authorization from the voters to levy a tax for purposes A, B and C above at a rate not to exceed $0.05 per $100 of assessed value.  If this ballot question passes, the Town​ship would be autho​rized to increase the tax levy to an amount not to exceed $0.08 per $100 annually in 2009 and may increase by up to an additional $0.03 in each of the next nine years.  The money raised by this sepa​rate tax levy is, by law, placed in a separate Township trust fund.  The money placed in the trust fund, and any interest earned on it, can be used only for the purposes authorized (that is, for acquisition of land, development rights, or easements, for recreation​al, conservation, or farmland pres​er​vation purposes, or payment of bonded or other indebt​edness or for stewardship purposes).  Acquisition of land, de​vel​opment rights, or easements funded through the trust fund cannot be sold unless re​placed by lands, rights or easements of like or greater value acquired through sour​ces other than the trust fund. This additional assessment will sunset not later than 10 years after adoption.

____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #118-2008

APPROVING THE FUNDING AGREEMENT FOR THE SETTLEMENT WITH GOVERNMENT PLAINTIFFS IN THE CONSOLIDATED ACTIONS ENTITLED UNITED STATES OF AMERICA V. BECKMAN COULTER, ET ALS. AND NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, V. AMERICAN THERMOPLASTICS CORP., ET ALS

WHEREAS, certain claims have been asserted against Tewksbury Township (the “Township”) in the consolidated actions entitled United States of America v. Beckman Coulter, Inc., et als., Civil Action No. 98-4812 (WHW) and New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection v. American Thermoplastics Corp., et als., Civil Action No. 98-4781 (WHW) pending in the United States District Court for the District of New Jersey (the “Litigation”) regarding alleged environmental contamination at the Combe Fill South Landfill in Chester, New Jersey (“Site”); and

WHEREAS, certain Third-Party Defendant municipalities, school boards, school districts, colleges, parks commissions and housing authorities, including the Township, are members of a group known as the Municipal Group in the Litigation; and

WHEREAS, the Governmental Plaintiffs in the Litigation have agreed to settle with the Municipal Group for all past costs, future costs and natural resource damage claims related to the Site, pursuant to a Consent Decree and Bar Order which will provide for contribution protection and no re-opener as to the municipal entities, except where there is a fraudulent misrepresentation by a party of the amount or type of its waste, in exchange for a total payment by the Municipal Group of $12 million (“Municipal Group Settlement Payment”) together with interest beginning from December 8, 2007 at the Superfund rate of interest which currently is 4.34% APR; and

WHEREAS, a Funding Agreement has been prepared by the Municipal Group for the purpose of memorializing the allocation between the members of the Municipal Group for funding and enforcement of the payment of Municipal Group Settlement Payment together with interest from December 8, 2007 (“Funding Agreement”) a copy of which is annexed as Exhibit “A”; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Committee of the Township have reviewed the terms of the Funding Agreement; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Committee are authorized to adopt resolutions for any purpose required for the government of the municipality or for the accomplishment of any public purpose for which the municipality is authorized to act under general law; and

WHEREAS, a Consent Decree and proposed form of Bar Order will be negotiated with the settling parties and the Governmental Plaintiffs in order to implement the settlement with the Governmental Plaintiffs; and

WHEREAS, it is further contemplated that an Escrow Agreement will serve as the mechanism for the deposit and protection of the Municipal Settlement Payment; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee recognizes that the terms of the Funding Agreement are in the best interests of the Township and desires to approve the terms of the Funding Agreement and to authorize the Township Attorney to inform the Combe Fill South Municipal Joint Defense Group of the Township’s intention to join in the settlement with the Governmental Plaintiffs in accordance with the negotiated terms.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of Tewksbury Township, in Hunterdon County, State of New Jersey, as follows:


1.  That the Township agrees to participate in the settlement of the Litigation based upon and to the extent of the understandings and representations set forth above, as well as the attached exhibits, and authorizes the Mayor to sign the Funding Agreement.


2.  The Township Attorney is hereby specifically authorized to communicate to the Combe Fill South Municipal Joint Defense Group the Township’s passage of this Resolution.


3.  It is further anticipated that authorization to enter into an Escrow Agreement and Consent Decree embodying the terms of the settlement described herein will also be required, with such authorization to be sought in a subsequent resolution.

4. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

_____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #119-2008

TO RECOGNIZE SERGEANT DAN GEIGER 

WHEREAS, Sergeant Dan Geiger has served the Police Department of the Township of Tewksbury for twenty years; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Dan Geiger has a record of exemplary service to the community; and 

WHEREAS, Sergeant Dan Geiger has worked his way through the ranks of the Police Department from Patrolman to Sergeant; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Dan Geiger has worked countless hours to serve the citizens of the Township of Tewksbury thus making the Township a safe community in which to reside.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey hereby recognizes Dan Geiger for his dedicated and superior service to the Township.

____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #120-2008

REGARDING THE GRACE PERIOD FOR THE PAYMENT

 OF TAX BILLS

WHEREAS, NJSA 54:4-67 provides that tax bills be allowed a minimum grace period of twenty-five days when tax bills are mailed late; and

WHEREAS, the Hunterdon County Board of Taxation certified the tax rate on July 11, 2008 and the State of New Jersey provided the State Aid amounts for the tax bills on July 11, 2008.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township tax bills were sent out on July 20, 2005,  the grace period  for the third quarter will be extended until August 14, 2008.

_____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

 RESOLUTION #121-2008

TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION AND EXECUTE A GRANT AGREEMENT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE BISSELL ROAD ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS – PHASE II

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury formally approves the grant application for the above stated project; and 

WHEREAS, Suburban Consulting Engineers is hereby authorized to submit an electronic grant application identified as #MA-2009-Tewksbury Township-00550 Application to the New Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of the Township of Tewksbury. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement on behalf of the Township of Tewksbury and that their signatures constitute acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement.     

Certified as a true copy of the Resolution adopted by the Township Committee on this 12th day of August, 2008.

____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #122-2008

TO ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF A DONATION FROM THE TEWKSBURY POLICE DEPARTMENT TO THE OLDWICK FIRE COMPANY

WHEREAS, a donation of Police overhead emergency lights was made to the Oldwick Fire Company by the Police Department of the Township of Tewksbury.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that this donation has been gratefully acknowledged.

____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #123-2008

URGING THE NEW JERSEY BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES TO READOPT VEGETATIVE MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (BPU) has adopted new, stringent rules mandating the removal of trees in the conductor zones and border zones of electric utility Rights-Of-Way (ROW) in New Jersey, which essentially results in the clear-cutting of ROW conductor and border zones; and

WHEREAS, the BPU is currently in the process of re-reviewing these regulations, in response to the overwhelming negative reaction to the unnecessary, radical increase in vegetative removal along utility ROWs; and

WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury clearly recognizes and supports the intent of the legislation and regulations to protect our nation's utility infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury takes the position that the Current New Jersey BPU regulations far exceed what is necessary to accomplish the legislative and regulatory goal of the protecting our electric utilities' infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee recommends that the vegetative management regulations be re-written to continue to meet the goal of the rules, however, with a common-sense approach to vegetative removal, that protects the infrastructure, while also eliminating the requirement to

remove vegetation that is clearly not a present threat to utility infrastructure,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey, that the Township Committee urges the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities to revise the vegetative management regulations 1) in conjunction with the less stringent Federal guidelines, 2) with a common-sense approach to vegetative removal, and 3) the revised rules encompass a waiver process that provides

for the ability to make application for an appeal to vegetative removal in instances where residents within a ROW consider vegetative removal unreasonable and/or unnecessary.

_____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #125-2008

AUTHORIZING MAINTENANCE BOND

RETURN ON COKESBURY PARK- OLD MINE ROAD


WHEREAS, the Developer, David P. Jeffrey, performed project improvements in Tewksbury Township known as Cokesbury Park – Old Mine Road, and

WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury required said Developer to, inter alia, post a maintenance bond in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:55D-53 to ensure that the requisite improvements were satisfactorily installed and maintained; and

WHEREAS, the Developer posted said maintenance guaranty in 1992 in the form of a Pass Book Savings Account at Peapack-Gladstone Bank, in the amount of $76,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Developer has advised the Township that the current balance on this account is approximately $98,007.46.

WHEREAS, the Developer has now requested that the funds be released; and

WHEREAS, the Engineer for the Township of Tewksbury has performed an inspection of the property and the improvements, and has recommended the release of said funds.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey, that in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:55D-53, that the Township Administration is authorized to release the maintenance guarantee posted on behalf of the Developer, David P. Jeffrey, for the project known as Cokebury Park- Old Mine Road in the amount of $98,007.46 or equal to the amount in the account, upon the Developer replenishing its escrow account with the Township in an amount necessary to reimburse the Township for the reasonable fees and expenses it incurred by and through its professional staff in reviewing and approving said Developer’s request.
_____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #126-2008

OVARIAN CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

WHEREAS ovarian cancer, the fifth most common cause of cancer fatality in the United States, is a serious and under-recognized threat to women’s health across New Jersey and the nation; and 

WHEREAS, ovarian cancer causes more deaths than any other cancer of the female reproductive system; and

WHEREAS, there will be an estimated 25,000 new cases of ovarian cancer diagnosed in the United Stated and an estimated 16,000 deaths of women already stricken by ovarian cancer in 2008; and

WHEREAS, ovarian cancer is treatable when detected early, before it has spread beyond the ovaries, and at this stage the 5-year survival rate can be 95%; and 

WHEREAS, there is no screening test currently for the early detection of ovarian cancer; and

WHEREAS, increased public awareness of this disease, its risk factors and its subtle symptoms may save lives as women across New Jersey and their doctors learn to recognize the warning signs of ovarian cancer, which are often the only early indications of illness; and

WHEREAS, increased awareness of the symptoms and risk factors of ovarian cancer will enhance chances of early detection and survival from the disease; and

WHEREAS, the Northern New Jersey National Ovarian Cancer Coalition will   promote ovarian cancer awareness activities during the month of September and encourage every New Jersey woman to be educated about the symptoms and risk factors of ovarian cancer; and 

WHEREAS, more ovarian cancer research can help to develop reliable diagnostics, better therapies and prevention strategies thereby offering women in New Jersey each year the opportunity to win their battle for life against this most deadly of all gynecologic cancers.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee does hereby proclaim September as OVARIAN CANCER AWARENESS MONTH in the Township of Tewksbury.

_____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #127-2008

REDEMPTION OF A TAX SALE CERTIFICATE 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to make the following payments for:
redemption of a tax sale certificate 

Block 
Lot

Name





CERT #
Amount

15
4.01

Crusader Lien Servicing


06-03

58,212.42




179 Washington Lane









Jenkintown, PA 19046


 

 

refund of 2008 tax

4
12.02

Ronald C. Thow





   621.61




74 Frog Hollow Rd




Califon, NJ  07830

_____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO 7/22/08 and 08/12/08

· Minutes of 07/08/08 and 8/7/08 

· Executive session minutes of 07/08/08

· Authorization to have Deputy Mayor sign Findings and Determinations for 9/6/08 Harvest Festival raffle

Items Removed from the Consent Agenda

Mr. Hoffman questioned the status of re-bidding the emergency generator.

Mr. Hoffman moved adoption of Resolution #124-2008, seconded by Mr. Van Doren. The

motion was approved.  Ayes: Hoffman, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  DiMare,

Mennen.  
RESOLUTION #124-2008

REJECTION OF BIDS FOR NATURAL GAS EMERGENCY GENERATOR KIT
WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, New Jersey, sought bids pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., seeking bids for a natural gas generator kit; and

WHEREAS, the Township Engineer’s estimated total base bid was $30,000.00 for the goods and services to be provided; and

WHEREAS, two bids were received on 7/23/08 in response to the bid proposal prepared by the Township; and

WHEREAS, the low bid submitted by TSUJ Corporation with a total base bid of $27,200.00 was deemed incomplete because of missing and incomplete documentation; and

WHEREAS, the high bid submitted by Dee-En Electrical Contracting, Inc.
with a total base bid of $47,915.00 substantially exceeds the cost estimate prepared by its Engineer for the goods and services sought.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, that in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2(a), the low bid received from TSUJ Corporation be and is hereby rejected, because of missing and incomplete documentation; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, that in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2(a) the bid received from Dee-En Electrical Contracting, Inc. be and is hereby rejected as the bid amount substantially exceeds the cost estimate for the goods and services sought.
_____________________

William Voyce

Mayor
Mr. Van Doren stated his concern with allowing fencing to remain in a conservation easement and setting a precedent of doing so after the fence was erected.  He noted that the Califon Fire Company has stated that they have no problem with allowing the fencing to remain as they can still access the pond if necessary.  

Mr. Van Doren noted that issues have arisen in other conservation easements when trees are cut down.

Mr. Hoffman opined that the pond is not accessible for use by the Fire Department as the area is too wet.  He added that he does not like having a fence in the conservation easement.

It was noted that there is no public access to the easement for either horses or pedestrians.
The question arose as to whether a permit was applied for when the fence was initially erected, or if one was needed as the fence is 6’-8’ deer fencing.

Mr. Hoffman questioned if the fence went through other properties and on which lot the conservation easement under discussion was located.
It was the consensus of the members present that the Zoning Officer should supply additional information as to whether the fencing is located on other lots and what the impact would be if the requested authorization were not granted.  Further discussion will be held at the 9/9/08 Township Committee meeting.

· Authorization to allow fencing to remain in a conservation easement located on Block 5 Lot 2.13

6.
Reports

Township Committee Sub Committee

Finance
Mr. Van Doren noted that the Township has plans in place regarding farmland preservation, open space, conservation and recreation as well as an adopted Master Plan.  He added that the Township Committee has stated that they will look at all open space that becomes available, adding that if the referendum question passes in November, it will give the Township new tools to work with in 2009.
Public Safety
Mr. Hoffman noted that the Police Department is busy, while the fire and rescue departments are not.  He added that a recent update was received from American LaFrance regarding the fire engine, which should be ready for delivery by the beginning of 2009.

Education/Community Affairs
Mayor Voyce stated that he attended a recent Board of Education meeting presided over by Mr. Petrick.  He also attended the 15th anniversary celebration of the Tewksbury Land Trust at which discussion was held regarding acquisition vs. stewardship of lands.

It was added that the Harvest Festival is scheduled for 9/6/08 and the Township Committee members have been asked to judge the pie contest.
The Trail Pace is scheduled for 9/7/08.
Township Attorney

Mr. Selvaggi noted the following points from his report.
He has heard from the Young’s attorney who has agreed with the bullet points as outlined in Mr. Selvaggi’s letter.  The Young’s attorney will work with Hunterdon County and a tentative date of 8/29/08 is set for appearing before the judge, if needed.
Monies have been received from Fibertech as payment for associated legal fees.
The matter of correspondence from NJ Citizen Action Group was discussed as it relates to hours of canvassing in a municipality.  Mr. Selvaggi stated that his firm has dealt with this group in other municipalities and they often go after municipalities with restrictive ordinances related to hours of allowable canvassing.  He noted that there are several federal cases from 2007 that state that an individual or groups have the right to canvass within time parameters of reasonable restrictions that cannot be limited to any time before 9:00 pm.  He opined that an attempt to limit this (as the Township current Ordinance does) could potentially be considered unconstitutional in the eyes of the court.  He suggested amending the existing Ordinance at an upcoming meeting.

Mr. Selvaggi noted that a decision needs to be made regarding the Koebel matter.  It was noted that the document was returned by the due date, but it was not the same one that was delivered as it had not significant changes.  The Township Committee needs to make a final decision on the matter.

Mr. Landon noted that the signature pages were signed incorrectly and will have to be re-executed.
The O’Neil matter was noted and a 9/12/08 conference with the judge is scheduled.  Mr. Selvaggi noted that this matter involves both the Township Committee and the Land Use Board, and, in order to save costs, Mr. Selvaggi if following in the LUB Attorney’s footsteps.

Township Administrator 

Mr. Landon noted the following points from his report.

The easement language for Callanan has been received and is ready for signature.  The closing should occur early in September of this year.
The library easement matter was reviewed by the Township Engineer who reviewed existing title language.  It was noted that the easement is located on the Township owned land and the new driveway is in the easement.  It was stated that no formal action was needed, but a letter should be sent to the property owner explaining the matter.
Mr. Van Doren questioned if the constraints of the original Board of Education document with regard to use for solely agricultural purposes and being tied to the current owner would prevail.
The Pottersville Sewer settlement has been approved and should close later this month.

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to have pay phones located on Township properties removed, seconded by Mr. Hoffman.

Mr. Hoffman stated that the Police should be asked if the phones are needed prior to making a decision regarding their removal.

Mr. Landon noted that the Township may be able to get free phones from Comcast.
Mr. Van Doren stated that Embarq should be told that the Township will not continue to pay for the phones as the revenue will sustain the equipment.

Mr. Van Doren withdrew his motion and stated that the Police should be asked if the pay phone is a necessity, Mr. Hoffman withdrew his second.

The matter will be further discussed at the 9/9/08 meeting.
Mr. Landon noted that a grant was applied for from the Audubon Society two years ago dealing with invasive species and their control.  He suggested that the matter be discussed at an upcoming Agricultural Advisory Committee meeting as the grant dealt with the possible curtailing of farming on Township properties.  

Mr. Van Doren stated that he was not pleased with the situation as presented by Suburban Consulting Engineers (SCE) regarding the resolution of the water issues at the Bartles site.  Reading from a memo from SCE, he stated that he was unwilling to have any additional taxpayer monies spent to rectify the problem with the pond and associated overflow.  Discussion followed regarding the fact that the pond was designed incorrectly, the sediment is building up too quickly and the entire building process should have been monitored more closely by SCE.

Mr. Hoffman questioned why the engineer would have approved the UCP project and allowed certificates of occupancy to be issued when the work was clearly not done properly.  He agreed with Mr. Van Doren that no additional taxpayer monies should be spent on correcting the mistakes of the Engineer.

Mr. Van Doren stated that he had heard from residents of UCP that they would be restricted from renewing their leases.  Mr. Landon stated that he had received in writing from UCP that this was not the case. 

7.
Public Participation

David Barnes thanked the Township Committee for adopting Resolution #123-2008.  He noted that there is a Public Hearing scheduled for 8/21/08 at BPU headquarters regarding the topic of vegetative management rules and he is planning to attend.  Mayor Voyce stated he would attend if possible.

8.
Township Committee Comments

Mayor Voyce noted that appointments to the Pascale Advisory Committee will be made at an upcoming Township Committee meeting.

The following discussion dealt with the written comments from Carl Hintz regarding the JCP&L application on which the Land Use Board (LUB) requested that the Township Committee comment.

Mr. Van Doren reiterated his concern with sending comments to the DEP as they might prejudice the Committee if the matter had to be appealed.  He noted that the matter is a very sensitive issue and the Township Committee should exercise caution.  He also stated that the ultimate decision regarding the application would fall to the BPU.

In response to a question by Mayor Voyce, it was stated that the letter could not be sent directly from the Township Planner as authorization to write the letter would have to come from a Township entity.

Mr. Van Doren stated that he had no problem sending a letter to the DEP that states facts, but did not feel the Township Committee should offer an opinion.  He added that the Committee should not tell the utility where to build the proposed substation as they should have done due diligence prior to presenting the application.

Mr. Selvaggi stated that it would be fine for the Committee to express a position, but questioned how involved they want to get.
Discussion followed regarding the fact that two governmental entities – the DEP and the Highlands Council – are waiting on each other’s rulings regarding the matter, and final approval is a procedural matter.  

Additional discussion followed how best to address the request of the LUB or if it would be more appropriate for the Township Committee to weigh in on the matter when needed.  It was noted that sending a letter to the DEP could also prejudice the LUB.
Mr. Van Doren stated if the Township Committee were to send this letter, they should have sent a letter three years ago when the K. Hovnanian application was under discussion.
Mr. Van Doren stated that the Township Committee should take no action regarding sending the draft letter to the DEP regarding the JCP&L application, Mr. Hoffman agreed.

It was stated that Mr. DiMare and Mr. Mennen will be contacted regarding judging the pie contest at the Harvest Festival.

The 8/26/08 Township Committee meeting will be cancelled.

Mayor Voyce noted that the four day work week is going well and asked if the Committee members present would consider continuing the schedule through the end of the year.
Mr. Van Doren stated that he did not think this should be done, adding that it seemed to be going well, but the schedule should revert to normal at the end of August.

Mr. Hoffman agreed with statements made by Mr. Van Doren.
Mr. Van Doren commended Police officers Hanft, Oliveira and Henry on a recent arrest involving seizure of drugs and paraphernalia, noting that Tewksbury may seem bucolic and quiet, but there is crime and the Officers are on the job.  
The afore mentioned letter from Hampton Borough Mayor Walton was discussed.  Mr. Van Doren noted that participation in the study of shared Police services would not cost the municipalities any money as the study will be paid for by the State.  He added that smaller municipalities need to look at regional Police departments for both economic and efficiency reasons.  He opined that Tewksbury should participate in the study to help out neighboring municipalities and to pro-actively address the largest portion of the municipal budget-the Police Department.

Mr. Hoffman questioned what the goal of the survey was and how it would affect the Township.  He opined that a regional Police Department would not work, adding that the former negotiations with Califon Borough proved that Interlocal Police services are difficult to achieve.

Mr. Van Doren opined that the proposed S-1976 and A-2982 would not pass and that the proposed $40 surcharge is too much to pay for an inconsequential ticket.
Mr. Selvaggi noted that it would be good for the Committee to look at shared services by being part of the process rather than saying bad things about the matter.  He added that his firm is involved in a similar discussion in nearby Warren County.
Mr. Van Doren added that he heard that High Bridge is interested in participating in the study, but Clinton and Readington Townships’ populations are too high (over 10,000) to participate.

Mr. Van Doren made a motion authorizing the Township Administrator to send a letter to Mayor Walton of Hampton Borough stating that the Township agrees to participate in the Police services study for northern Hunterdon County municipalities, seconded by Mr. Hoffman. The motion was approved.  Ayes: Hoffman, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  DiMare, Mennen.  

It was noted that discussion regarding the Christie Hoffman barn and COAH will be held at the 9/23/08 meeting.
Mayor Voyce noted that high school starts on 8/28/08 and the Township school start on 9/4/08.

9.
Executive Session

At  9:10 PM Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Mr. Hoffman.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Hoffman, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  DiMare, Mennen.  

.  

RESOLUTION #128-2008
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Land Acquisition.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.

_____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

10.
Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:25 PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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