TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MARCH 22, 2011 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a work session on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor Peter Melick presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members Dana Desiderio, Louis DiMare, Shaun Van Doren and William Voyce.

Jesse Landon, Township Administrator, Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk and Randy Benson, Zoning Officer were in attendance.

There were approximately four members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Melick.
2.
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
3.
Public Participation
Craig Potter, 27 Sutton Road stated that he would like to erect a non-permanent deer fence in a conservation easement for the purpose of fencing in an 80’ x 180’ organic garden.  He is in the process of obtaining permission from the DEP.
Randy Benson noted that the easement is a Township owned and regulated easement and the terms of the easement are that no structures or fences be erected in the easement.   
In response to a question from Mr. DiMare, Mr. Potter explained that the garden needs to be located in the area by the stream because of the topography.  Mr. DiMare stated his concern that the stream is a Category One Trout stream and the garden may not be allowable in the proposed location.

Discussion followed regarding the allowable distance between the stream and the garden.

Mr. Benson explained that the conservation easement was created as a result of a subdivision of 4-5 lots along Sutton Road to protect the stream along the roadway.

Mayor Melick stated that Mr. Potter should come back to the Township Committee after he has heard back from the DEP.   

4. 
Actions to be taken
· Consent Agenda


Mayor Melick requested that the authorization to sign the membership application for Andrew Buterbaugh -OFC be removed from the Consent Agenda.

Mr. DiMare requested that the regular and Executive Session minutes of 03/08/11 be removed from the Consent Agenda.

Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of the Consent Agenda as amended, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO 

ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to adopt the regular and Executive Session minutes of 03/08/11, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Abstain:  DiMare.

· Regular and Executive Session minutes of 03/08/11

Mr. Van Doren made a motion authorizing the Clerk to sign the OFC Membership Application for Andrew Buterbaugh, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Abstain:  Melick.

· Authorization to have Municipal Clerk sign OFC Membership Application for Andrew Buterbaugh

5.
Work Session Topics

· Historic Preservation Commission

Michael Scheier, Chairman of the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) noted that the three historic districts in the Township – Oldwick, Pottersville and Mountainville – are on the NJ State and National Historic Register.  It was noted that national and local historical boundaries are not always the same.  The HPC wishes to amend the local Pottersville and Mountainville districts to correspond with the State and National designation.

The HPC is recommending that Fairmount, Cokesbury and Taylors Mill, which currently have State and National designation, and the districts of Water Street, Cold Brook, Still Hollow, Hollow Brook, Upper Bissell and possibly Rockaway Creek be designated as local historic districts.

The current Master Plan has a listing of 19 additional sites that could be considered for historic landmark status – initially the HPC would like these sites included in the DRO.

Mr. Scheier stated that the HPC would like to bring their request before the Land Use Board for their consideration prior to continuing the investigation any further.

Mr. Benson distributed maps of Pottersville and Mountainville delineating the existing local and State and National boundaries.
The Pottersville map did not have any major inconsistencies; however the HPC has stated that the townhouses do not need to be included in the historic district.  An additional change on Fairmount Road East may be considered for the future.
The Mountainville map had a larger discrepancy because the State and National designated area is significantly larger than the local area.  It was stated that community outreach would be necessary if the area were enlarged to ascertain if property owners wished to be included in the historic area.
Discussion followed regarding the definition of a contributing and non-contributing structure and how some properties in Mountainville may not qualify as historic structures because of architectural changes.

In response to a question from Ms. Desiderio, it was confirmed that if a new home were constructed in an historic district, it would have to comply with the historic guidelines with regard to the exterior appearance.  It was added that once a structure is in an historic district, it remains there.

Further discussion followed regarding some of the 19 structures listed in the Master Plan and that they may no longer qualify as historic structures/sites.  Mr. Van Doren stated that he would like to see these 19 sites listed in the Township DRO once the property owners have been contacted.

A 2005 study by Dennis Bertland was noted with regard to the associated cost for historic district boundary revision recommendations.  Mr. Benson will contact Mr. Bertland to see if the 2005 quotes are still current.
Mr. Van Doren noted that the area of the Rockaway Valley Railroad Line in the Felmley Road area of the Township would require substantial notification.  He added his concern with proposed development in that area.

It was noted that Dennis Bertland stated that there is grant funding available from the State and the National Parks Service.

Comments were made regarding changes to existing cemeteries and whether any sort of building permit would be required to construct a mausoleum.  Mr. Landon stated that he would contact the building department regarding this matter.
George Cassa questioned if bridges could be included as historic structures in State and National historic designation, adding that such designation triggers SHPO review.

It was noted that bridges are under the jurisdiction of the County and they will allow Township groups a cursory notification of bridge projects.
Mr. Van Doren reiterated that Mr. Bertland should determine if grant funding is available.

6.
Township Committee Comments 
 Mr. DiMare presented the Mayor and Committee members with a plaque that was presented to the Committee from the Highlands Council.

Dr. Voyce noted that there was a motorcycle fatality in the Township last week.  
He noted that long time Township resident Dave Ludewig moved out of the Township recently and his services will be missed.

Mr. Van Doren noted that the Township Committee did not discuss the matter of employee raises for 2011 and the local newspaper incorrectly stated that there would be no increases.  He noted that the article has caused “chatter and questions” among Township employees and he was not sure where the information from the story originated.  He stressed that no official statement came from the Committee regarding the matter and he apologized for the publication.

He noted the letter received from the Highlands Council regarding their decision to not join in the appeal of the DEP decision.  He respectfully stated his disagreement with their decision.
A letter from the Chairman of the Scenic Roads and Bridges Commission (SRBC) was noted regarding their wish to have youth members on the Commission.  

Discussion followed regarding the need to keep the Township streets cleaned and Mr. Van Doren noted that the Exit 24 exchange off of Route 78 has recently been cleaned up by the DOT.

Mayor Melick noted the following items.

· The SRBC should reach out to the community and solicit youth volunteers to help with litter clean up/road adoption.

· There is a BOE meeting on 3/23, adding that there is a good slate of individuals running for position on the local Board, although there is only candidate for the North Hunterdon Voorhees Board. 
· He will contact the Board of Education President regarding a BOE representative for the Pascale Advisory Committee.
· The OFC Gala is scheduled for 04/16/11.

7.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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