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	Sally Ike – Chairman

Dana Desiderio – Vice Chairman

Don Broughton

Cynthia Clover

Nancy Mahevich

Richard Pye
	TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP EQUESTRIAN COMMITTEE

	
	MINUTES, SEPTEMBER 27, 2006


Present for the meeting:  Sally Ike, Chairman, Dana Desiderio, Vice Chairman, Don Broughton, Richard Pye

Not present:  Cynthia Clover, Nancy Mahevich,

Mrs. Ike noted that a quorum was present.  The meeting was brought to order at 7:30 pm.

APPROVAL of MINUTES, JULY 26, 2006 – Mr. Pye made a motion that the Minutes from the meeting held on July 26, 2006 should be accepted.  Mr. Broughton seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion.  The motion passed unanimously.

BROCHURE UPDATE – On behalf of Mrs. Mahevich (who was unable to attend the meeting), Mrs. Ike reported that there is no further news on the brochure.  Mrs. Mahevich will follow up again with Mr. Carberry, as the Committee would like to finish this project by year-end.

SIGNS – Mr. Pye distributed information (see attached) on the two signs that are available, both of which have been approved by the New Jersey Department of Transportation.  Both are reflective yellow metal.  

· The first is a speed limit/obey hand signals combination ($55 for both) – These signs would be placed at the eleven major entrances to the Township;

· The second is a road crossing sign ($45 each) – These signs would be placed at four of the major .equestrian crossings within the Township (two needed per crossing).

Mr. Pye made a motion to indicate to the Township Committee that the Equestrian Committee would like to spend their 2006 budget ($500) to purchase these signs, with the recommendation and hope that the Township would purchase the remainder and install them as indicated on the enclosed map.  Ms. Desiderio seconded the motion.  

The following points were raised in discussion:

· It was unlikely that additional funds would be necessary for the posts needed to install the signs, as it was likely that the Township had these already.

· Mrs. Ike will contact Township Administrator Jess Landon to inform him of the Committee’s wish.

· The Township would work with Hunterdon County for approval of the signs placed on county roads.

· Mr. Pye will be the point person on this project if the Township Committee has any questions.

There was no further discussion.  The motion passed unanimously.

HORSE CENSUS – Mrs. Ike reported that Mrs. Mahevich has indicated that she has had no response to her questions of state employees regarding the status of the horse census in New Jersey.

TRAILS UPDATE – Mrs. Ike stated that she has walked at Fairmount North several times, reporting how great the trails there were.

The Committee reviewed the status of trails within the other Township parks.  Mrs. Ike will follow up with Mr. Landon for a status report on trails within Hell Mountain Preserve and whether or not help might be needed from either the Committee or TTA.

Mr. Broughton reported that the Tewksbury Trail Association continues to monitor trails within the Township, and that relationship with landowners is very good.

In response to a question from Mr. Broughton, Mesdames Desiderio and Ike both advised that the installation of small pipe corrals at Christie Hoffman Farm so that riders can picnic without loading their horses back on the trailer is not a good idea because the horses are much safer in the trailer rather than outside.  

TRAIL PACE – Mr. Broughton reported that overall the TTA’s Trail Pace had been a success, though entries were down to about 150.  Support from community based organizations was up, however.

JUMPS AT CHRISTIE HOFFMAN FARM – Mrs. Ike reported that she has left several messages for Morgan Rowsell, who hasn’t called her back. Accordingly, she will develop a priority list for jump repair at Christie Hoffman and obtain quotes per jump from Mr. Rowsell.  In discussion about these costs, Mr. Broughton suggested that the jump repair should be the Township’s responsibility.  Mrs. Ike will follow up with Mr. Landon to determine if funding might be available.

WELCOME BASKET – Ms. Desiderio reported on the success of this morning’s Coffee for new residents which was hosted by Communication Committee, and which she attended on behalf of the Equestrian Committee.   Approximately ten new residents attended, all of whom indicated that open space and the equestrian life style was their primary reason for moving to Tewksbury.  

Because of this, which coincides with the Township’s Master Plan, Ms. Desiderio stressed the importance of equestrian representation at the next Coffee, which has yet to be scheduled.  Karen Broughton was suggested as the ideal person for this role.

2007 COMMITTEE – Mrs. Ike stated that, as a result of her crowded schedule, she has decided to resign from the Committee at the end of the year.  She commented on the importance of the Committee, quoting Director of the Rutgers Equine Science Center Karyn Malinowski, who recently stated “The equine industry is invaluable and a major factor in improving the quality of life for all New Jersey residents by preserving open space, by providing outdoor sport and recreation to all of us, by building a strong foundation for youth, and by combining medical and physical therapy to handicapped persons.”
Mrs. Ike added that her goal is to leave the Committee in a strong position for 2007, and asked those present to consider possible new members in preparation for further discussion at the October meeting.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Mrs. Sally Ike

2006 MEETINGS

(4th Wednesday of each month, except for March, April, May, November and December)

January 25

February 22

March 22

April 18

April 26

May 24
June 28

July 26

August 23

September 27

October 25

November 29
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