TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
JULY 16, 2007
MOUNTAINVILLE
 

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met for a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:40 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present were:  Chris Teasdale, Chairman, Ms. Murphy, Ms. Frey, Mr. Colitti, Ms. Ace (arrived at 7:45), Mr. Mackie, Dr. Robins and Mr. Schroth. 
Absent Was:  Mr. Malloy
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 24, 2007.  Adequate notice of the Parks Committee meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on July 5, 2007.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Teasdale asked the audience if there was anything they’d like to discuss which was not on the agenda to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he closed the public portion of the session.  
MINUTES

· April 9, 2007
· May 10, 2007
Chairman Teasdale stated that the minutes were tabled.
DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Kick-Off Meeting with ANJEC for Grant Proposal
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the ANJEC grant proposal.  He welcomed Ms. Kerri Ann Miller and Ms. Deborah Kratzer to the meeting.  He stated that the Environmental Commission received funding through ANJEC to draft an Environmental Resources Inventory (ERI).  He further stated that Ms. Kratzer received the contract from the Township and ANJEC received the signed proposal agreement.  Ms. Miller stated that ANJEC has now awarded more than 1 million dollars in grant monies to various townships throughout the State of New Jersey.  She referred to the agreement and stated that the timeline for the project was 1 year.  She added that there was a quarterly reporting requirement which would be forwarded to Chairman Teasdale for him to complete and send back to her.  Chairman Teasdale stated that the Commission recommended a list of documentation for Ms. Kratzer to review, i.e. Master Plan, Draft ERI, Community Forestry Management Plan, etc. which Ms. McCarthy compiled for her to keep.  Ms. Murphy noted that information regarding the State Plan was available online and through the Hunterdon County Planning Board.  
Chairman Teasdale explained that Tewksbury was in the process of deciding as to whether they would opt in/out of the Highlands Plan.  He stated that he hoped the ERI would help the Township make that decision.  Ms. Frey stated that the Township has to conform to the Highlands Master Plan for the areas that are within the Highlands Preservation Area.  She recommended that Ms. Kratzer seek information/data from the Highlands Council for the ERI.  Ms. Murphy recommended speaking with URWA.  Ms. Frey recommended that Ms. Kratzer contact the Audubon Society for information as well.  Ms. Murphy recommended that Ms. Kratzer contact Ms. Libby Devlin regarding historic hamlets in the Township.  
Chairman Teasdale stated that the Commission would have a draft ERI available to them for review/comments by 1/14/08.  He explained that once the Commission reviewed the draft and provided comments it would be updated.  He further explained that the revised ERI would be presented to the Land Use Board at their April 19th meeting.  He noted that comments from the Land Use Board would be incorporated and another draft would be prepared and submitted to the Commission for their review and approval.  

Mr. Colitti recommended that Ms. Kratzer review the Township Cross Acceptance Report.  Mr. Mackie stated that the land South of Route 78 is important and recommended thoroughly researching those properties.  He also stated that the Township has previously considered a steep slope and ridgeline ordinance.  He noted that he hoped the ERI would provide information which would show the Township that those ordinances were necessary.  Ms. Murphy stated that there was a study of wells in the Township done and Ms. Kratzer may want to review it.  Ms. Frey asked Ms. Kratzer if the ERI would deal with sensitivities of environmental concerns that exist as well as potential impacts to which she responded in the positive.  Ms. Kratzer added that if the draft lacks information the Commission wants to see included she could amend it.  Ms. Miller stated that Ms. Kratzer provides a summary in her ERI’s which is very helpful.  She further added that Ms. Kratzer is very thorough in the drafting of her ERI’s.  Ms. Ace recommended that Ms. Kratzer review the Wander documentation done for the withdrawn K. Hovnanian application, the quarry, Whittemore Wildlife Sanctuary as well as all easements within the Township.  Ms. Frey recommended that Ms. Kratzer review the Registered Open Space Inventory List (ROSI) as well as information regarding all preserved farmland within the Township.  Mr. Schroth expressed concern regarding the water supply in Oldwick (in terms of wells) and requested that Ms. Kratzer research that issue.   
MISCELLANEOUS DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Environmental Commission Secretary

Chairman Teasdale stated that Ms. McCarthy has changed her hours to work on a part time basis and therefore will not be attending the monthly evening Commission meetings.  He stated that she would continue to support the Commission administratively throughout the year.
· Policy Discussion
Chairman Teasdale stated that Ms. Frey forwarded a memo to the Commission regarding a township property.  He further stated that in distributing the e-mail regarding the property she didn’t include all of the Commission members and staff, i.e. Dr. Robins, Mr. Malloy and Ms. McCarthy.  Ms. Frey stated that she intentionally did not forward it to Ms. McCarthy as she isn’t a member of the Environmental Commission.  She further stated that she didn’t update her e-mail address list and inadvertently left off Dr. Robins and Mr. Malloy.  Chairman Teasdale asked Ms. Frey if she forwarded the e-mail to him expecting to have it placed on the agenda to which Ms. Frey responded in the positive.  She recommended that the Commission have a call for agenda items as issues arise that are left off of the agenda.  Chairman Teasdale stated that Ms. McCarthy collects the correspondence received for the Commission and asks him a week prior to the meeting for agenda items.  Ms. Frey recommended that there be two weeks to collect agenda items to which the Commission agreed.

Chairman Teasdale expressed concern regarding Ms. Frey forwarding the correspondence as she informed him she may need to recuse herself.  He recommended that parties with environmental issues forward correspondence directly to the Township so Commission members don’t have dialogue with residents and relay that to the Commission.  Chairman Teasdale stated that Ms. Frey was placed in a difficult situation.  Ms. Ace stated that the Commission members are stewards of the environment and if they see an environmental issue they should bring it to the Land Use Board/Township Committee’s attention.  Ms. Frey stated that the property was two properties away from her and she is aware of the issue.  She further stated that the Commission should be an advocate of fixing the environmental problem and issue instead of referring them to the Township Committee.  Chairman Teasdale recommended that Ms. McCarthy send out a request for agenda items two weeks prior to the meeting.  Mr. Mackie suggested that at the time of the agenda, the Commission determine whether the issue needs to be discussed in detail as well as whether any members have conflicts, etc. 
Chairman Teasdale stated that data/information regarding agenda items be forwarded to Ms. McCarthy in order for her to officially list those items on the agenda and send them out as part of the packets.  Ms. Frey expressed concern regarding Ms. McCarthy creating the agenda to which Chairman Teasdale responded that Ms. McCarthy does not set the agenda.  Ms. Ace stated that she felt if issues in the Township came up after the agenda was created the Commission should be able to bring information with them for review the evening of the meeting.  Ms. Ace further stated that information didn’t have to go through Ms. McCarthy and be part of the process.  Dr. Robins stated that the call for an agenda is a good idea and that the Chairman makes the decisions regarding the agenda.  He further added that emergency issues should be consulted with the Chairman by direct contact with a caveat that the Commission not be an agent for private interests rather than a reflection for the public interests.  Chairman Teasdale stated that the Sunshine Law mandates that the Commission is not allowed to have a discussion other than a public meeting as that would violate the law.  Chairman Teasdale expressed concern with the Commission discussing issues that the Commission has no history on.  He referred to the Specht issue and stated that if Ms. McCarthy isn’t involved in the process the history is not provided.  He stated that if Ms. Frey didn’t have the paperwork from Mr. Landon the issue would have been missed when they addressed it.  Ms. Ace stated that if there was subsequent data to something on the agenda she felt it should be allowed to be presented.  Chairman Teasdale stated that he didn’t want the Commission to not avail themselves to the source of information that exists in the Township.  Ms. Ace stated that she wasn’t suggesting that.  Chairman Teasdale clarified that there would be a call for agenda items two weeks prior to the meeting.
· Discussion regarding Wake property
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the Wake property.  He asked that Ms. Frey forward the materials to Dr. Robins.  Ms. Frey suggested that the property owners be present at a future meeting to discuss the stormwater management issues and how it affects the tributary to the Rockaway Creek.  Chairman Teasdale suggested that the matter be placed on the next agenda.

Chairman Teasdale stated that he will not be in attendance at the next scheduled Commission meeting.  He further stated that he checked with Ms. McCarthy and she told him there would be a quorum for the August 13th meeting.  He stated that stormwater issues could be discussed at the August meeting.  Mr. Mackie recommended that the meeting be re-noticed for another date in August so that Chairman Teasdale could participate in the stormwater discussion.  The Commission decided to cancel the August 13th meeting and reschedule it for August 20, 2007.  
· Discussion regarding Lamington River reclassification to C-1
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the reclassification of the Lamington River to C-1 reclassification.  Ms. Frey stated that there were new regulations from the NJDEP which proposes to designate a portion of the Lamington River (as well as other streams) as C-1.  She recommended that the Commission support the reclassification of the stream as C-1.  Further discussion ensued regarding the proposed reclassification by the NJDEP.  The Commission agreed to draft a letter supporting the reclassification of the Lamington River to C-1.

· Discussion regarding the New Jersey Water Supply Authority (Stream Crossings)
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the New Jersey Water Supply Authority and stream crossings.  Ms. Murphy stated that the NJWSA is looking for help in photographing the stream crossings and describe the settings which would be integrated into a report of streams and their conditions at the various crossings.  Chairman Teasdale suggested that the Commission discuss the matter in further detail at the August meeting.  He further stated that the Commission should review the Master Plan map showing all of the bridges and ask for volunteers to sign onto the project.  Ms. Murphy stated that a representative from the NJWSA would like to attend a Commission meeting in order to discuss the project.      

UPDATE ON LAND USE BOARD MATTERS

Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding an update on Land Use Board matters.  Mr. Mackie stated that the Oldwick Animal Hospital received approval from the Land Use Board.  Ms. Ace asked what variances were granted to which Mr. Mackie responded that they received relief from floor area ratio, lot coverage, setbacks, etc.  He stated that there was a lot of discussion regarding the use variance and it was the feeling of the Board that because it was residentially zoned the Board had more control over the design, building, etc.  Mr. Colitti asked what would happen to the existing house to which Mr. Mackie responded that they are going to remove the house.  Chairman Teasdale stated that he reused himself from talk regarding the application as he was a friend of the applicant and supported the application.  He further stated that Keith Hone was the applicant’s architect who designed The Willow School.  He noted that the applicants are going to be the first LEED certified animal hospital in the country.  He added he felt the building would be amazing when it was finished.  Mr. Mackie stated that the applicant agreed to many conditions which will be outlined in the resolution.

Chairman Teasdale stated that he attended the Township Committee meeting regarding the quarry.  He further stated that the issue was not regarding the ordinance that controls the quarry operations; however, it was giving them the permit to operate.  He stated that he felt he and the public may have convinced the Township Committee to think about revising the ordinance.       
ADJOURNMENT
As there was no other business to consider, the meeting was adjourned by a motion of Mr. Colitti and seconded by Ms. Ace at 9:45 p.m.
 

Respectfully submitted,
Bonnie McCarthy

Environmental Commission Secretary
