TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
March 8, 2010

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Mario Colitti arrived at 7:47 p.m., Bruce Mackie, Teddy Murphy, Tom Schroth and Mary Ace.
Absent:  Joseph Weber and Laurence Malloy.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 12, 2010.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Chairman Teasdale opened the meeting up to the public.  There being no one in the public, Mr. Teasdale closed the public participation portion of the meeting.

MINUTES 

The minutes of February 8, 2010 were reviewed.  Ms. Ace made a motion to approve the minutes with a minor correction to page 2.  Mr. Mackie seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  Mrs. Murphy and Mr. Schroth abstained.  

CORRESPONDENCE
a) A letter dated February 25, 2010 from Shana L. Goodchild regarding Appl. No. 09-13, Prouty, Block 39, Lot 5.

b) A letter dated February 24, 2010 from Shana L. Goodchild regarding Appl. No. 09-08, Wetteland, Block 12, Lot 42.

c) A letter dated February 16, 2010 from Shana L. Goodchild regarding Appl. No. 09-09, Pottersville Wastewater Treatment Plant, Block 24, Lot 17.01.  

d) Information from South Branch Watershed Association regarding the Annual Dinner on March 26, 2010.    

Mr. Teasdale noted that he would recuse himself from any discussion related to the Prouty application as he and the applicant sit on the Tewksbury Land Trust together.  Ms. Ace thought she should recuse herself as well.  When asked, Mr. Teasdale explained that the application is for front and side yard setback variances and an impervious coverage variance for an addition on her property in Oldwick.  Mr. Schroth agreed to review the application and report any environmental issues to Mr. Mackie so that he can report it to the Land Use Board.  

The Commission discussed the Wetteland application which is for a variance for a pool and patio on approximately 6 acres.  The coverage is currently 6.5% and the applicant proposes 7.3%.  The consensus of the Commission was that the property is already over the maximum coverage permitted.  Mr. Mackie pointed out that there are 12 trees proposed to be removed.  Ms. Ace opined that the Environmental Commission should provide the comment that the property currently exceeds the maximum coverage and there is concern about the cumulative impact.  Mr. Mackie questioned the hardship.  Mr. Teasdale suggested to Mr. Mackie that the Land Use Board be aware of the 1997 approval granted by the Board of Adjustment.  It was the consensus that the Environmental Commission recommend to the Land Use Board that it reverse the historical trend of granting these types of variances.  Mr. Teasdale offered to draft the letter opposing the application.  Mrs. Murphy suggested that Mr. Teasdale include in the letter that the Township Committee has agreed to opt in and the Environmental Commission feels compelled to comply.  Mr. Mackie recused himself from the discussion so that he can discuss it at the Land Use Board.  
The Commission reviewed and discussed the Pottersville Wastewater Treatment Plant site plan and variance application.  Mr. Mackie noted that the variance is for landscaping/buffer improvements.  It was the general consensus of the Commission that the proposal did not call for substantial disturbance and the work is necessary to upgrade the plant.  The Commission had no comment on the application.     
DISCUSSION ITEMS

· 2010 Goals and Objectives
Mr. Teasdale noted that at the last meeting Mr. Weber suggested, as a Goal for 2011, applying for an ANJEC grant for study money on how to address the deer problem.  Mrs. Murphy reminded everyone about the deer exclosure that was constructed at the Pascale Farm Park.  Trees that were given to Tewksbury by the State were planted there and surrounded with fencing.  She agreed to have someone from the Forestry Advisory Board check on the condition of the trees and report back to the Commission.  
Mr. Teasdale noted other goals such as the lighting ordinance and stream encroachment ordinance.  Mr. Teasdale reported to the Commission about the City of Colorado Springs and their budget crises; they were unscrewing the light bulbs of many of the cities street lights to save the city 1 million dollars a year.  A discussion ensued about some of the problem lights in the Township, an example mentioned were the lights from the homes on the ridge behind Oldwick and the blue lights in the windows at the Tewksbury Fine Wine shop.  Mr. Colitti noted that he wrote an article about light pollution a few years ago that was published by the Times of Tewksbury; the Commission agreed that republishing the letter might be a good reminder to the residents of Tewksbury.  

Mr. Teasdale asked if the draft article for the Times of Tewksbury regarding the ERI was acceptable.  The Commission commended Mr. Teasdale for the article; with some minor edits Mr. Teasdale agreed to forward it to the Times of Tewksbury for the April edition.    

· Update on E.C. Liaisons to other Boards/Committees (eg. Forest Advisory Board and Land Use Board)
Mrs. Murphy announced that the Arbor Day program will be held at the Tewksbury Elementary School; the 3rd grade children will each get a seedling.   Mrs. Murphy reported the following:  1) Melissa Almendinger of URWA will do a CEU training program for the DPW and FAB members; the CEU’s go towards the credits necessary for the Township to continue to hold its certification.  2)  The invasive strike team received money from the Federal Fish and Wildlife for use in removing the water chestnuts from the Pascale Park Farm pond again this Spring.  
When asked about the status of the forest conservation bill that Governor Corzine signed on the last day of office, Mrs. Murphy had no information but agreed to look into it and report back to the Commission.  
Mrs. Murphy noted that the Township was awarded a $7,000 business stimulus grant.  The funds will be used to pay an outside contractor to mulch and prune the 187 trees/shrubs planted on Arbor Day 2009.  

Mr. Mackie noted that the Land Use Board reviewed and approved the Brown and Todd applications.  

· Palmer Conservation Easement – Block 27, Lot 81 – March 20, 2010 Site Walk
Mr. Teasdale noted that the site walk is scheduled for March 20, 2010 at 1 p.m.  Mr.Mackie indicated that he could not attend but expressed concern about the slope of the property and the disturbance on the slope would have adverse impact on runoff and the stream.   

· Discussion regarding Highlands Planning Area – Opting In.  
It was noted that the Township has moved forward with the goal to opt in the Planning Area; June is the deadline for opting in the Planning Area.  Mr. Mackie noted that the Highlands Council will provide comments and information based on what the Township submitted at which time the Township will be expected to make a decision about opting in.  Mr. Teasdale opined that it is an issue that the Commission needs to keep on its radar.  
Mr. Teasdale explained that he drafted a letter to Cindy Ehrenclou, Executive Director of the Upper Raritan Watershed Association asking her to provide some insight into Mr. Horton’s concerns.  A copy of Mr. Horton’s pamphlet will be provided to Cindy and Mr. Horton will be copied on the letter.  
Discussion ensued regarding the tree removal along County Route 517 across from the Somerset Hills Handicapped Riders property.  Mrs. Murphy noted that she spoke with the property owner (Incantalupo) and he had agreed to allow some trimming but the County removed the trees entirely.  

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Ms. Ace made a motion to adjourn at 9:38 p.m.  Mr. Mackie seconded the motion.  

Respectfully submitted,

Shana L. Goodchild

Land Use Administrator

