TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
OCTOBER 15, 2007
MOUNTAINVILLE
 

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met for a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present were:  Chris Teasdale, Chairman, Ms. Murphy, Ms. Frey, Mr. Colitti, Ms. Ace, Mr. Mackie, Dr. Robins and Mr. Schroth. 
Absent Were:  Mr. Malloy and Mr. Colitti.
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 24, 2007.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Teasdale asked the audience if there was anything they’d like to discuss which was not on the agenda to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he closed the public portion of the session.  
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MATTERS

· Status Report on Environmental Resources Inventory 
Chairman Teasdale stated that various documents were in the process of being reviewed by Deborah Kratzer.  He added that he hoped to have some preliminary chapters for review prior to the November meeting.  He noted that they have not been able to obtain the mapping, however, he would contact Mr. Landon in order to inquire about how to obtain the mapping for Ms. Kratzer.  Ms. Murphy recommended that Ms. Kratzer obtain a copy of the work complied by the intern a few years ago.  

· Cross Acceptance
Chairman Teasdale asked what was driving the cross acceptance issue to which Ms. Frey responded that the State was almost finished with the cross acceptance plan.  She further stated that cross acceptance was a critical issue for Tewksbury.  She stated that the PA2 designation was removed and replaced with 4, 4b and 5.  She stated that South of Oldwick should be categorized as PA 4 & 5.  She stated that the County hearings are for public comment and that the plan is to be released in 2008.  The Commission decided to not comment on cross acceptance currently in order for them to review the information and provide comment to the Township Committee at a later date. 
· New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (Vegetation Regulations) – Comment requested by Township Committee. 
Ms. Frey stated that the Highlands Council would write to Ms. Jackson of the NJDEP asking that an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) be done on the issue and request a public hearing.  She called attention to p. 12, 13 of the document and cited absences in the Board of Public Utilities in many categories.  Ms. Murphy suggested that the Commission discuss the issues with Readington.  Ms. Frey stated that BPU should be doing the minimum to protect the vegetation.  Chairman Teasdale stated that he would compose a letter to the Township Committee and provide the Commission with a copy regarding the discussion and BPU deficiencies.  He added that he would make them aware that the Commission felt BPU should minimize the impact and mitigate projects in which they have adversely impacted.  
· Highlands Update
Ms. Frey gave a brief overview of the Highlands Council choices for nitrate dilution model standards which would ultimately determine septic density.  She added that other important issues on the agenda were water use, TDR program and wastewater.  She stated that on November 19th the second draft of the Master Plan would be released with public hearings to follow.  She added that comment on the Master Plan was due by December 21st.  She stated that the Commission would meet prior to the release of the Master Plan and suggested that they create a sub committee in order to review and provide comment.  Mr. Mackie stated he would inform the Land Use Board of the Master Plan’s expected release date.  

· Pascale Ad Hoc Committee – update.
Ms. Murphy gave a report on the Pascale Ad Hoc Committee.  Referring to the Utilization Plan for Pascale, Ms. Murphy stated that maps and signs were needed.  She further stated that a work session would be held at the end of November with the Township Committee.  Dr. Robins then gave a report on the stream crossing protocol plan.  
LAND USE BOARD MATTERS

· Update on Land Use Board matters

Mr. Mackie stated that there was a cell tower application to add additional infrastructure which would be heard on the 7th of November.  He stated that the request by the Crossroads @ Oldwick Homeowners Association to modify a condition of their approval was denied.  He added that Mr. Rothpletz filed a minor subdivision/use variance application and the completeness hearing was on October 17th.  

ADJOURNMENT
As there was no other business to consider, the meeting was adjourned by a motion of Dr. Robins and seconded by Ms. Murphy at 9:45 p.m.
 

Respectfully submitted,
Bonnie McCarthy

Environmental Commission Secretary
