TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
APRIL 14, 2008
MOUNTAINVILLE
 

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met for a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Teasdale, Teddy Murphy, Mario Colitti, Greg Storms
Absent: 
Tom Schroth, Mary Elizabeth Warner, Mary Ace, Laurence Malloy and Bruce Mackie.
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on December 10, 2007.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Teasdale asked the audience if there was anything they’d like to discuss which was not on the agenda to which the response was positive.
David Barnes, Fairmount Road East, stated that at the next Township Committee meeting they were going to discuss the status of the Pascale Ad-Hoc Committee.  He stated that the Township Committee would discuss different options for the ad-hoc group, i.e., whether it would be a subcommittee of the Environmental Commission or Parks Committee.  Ms. Murphy stated that it was fairly certain that the Township Committee would not give the Ad-Hoc Committee a budget.  Mr. Barnes stated that the Ad-Hoc Committee would like to hold their meetings at the Mountainville Meeting Hall as well.  Chairman Teasdale noted that if they were recognized as an official group they would then need to do the housekeeping items as well, i.e. notice for meetings, take minutes, etc.  He added that he felt that the Parks Committee would be the best group to manage the Ad-Hoc Committee as it has to do with park lands.  Further discussion ensued regarding the Parks Committee/Ad-Hoc Committee.  Mr. Barnes asked that the Commission come to the Township Committee meeting and voice their support for the Ad-Hoc Committee. 
Chairman Teasdale asked the public if there were any additional comments to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he closed the public portion of the session.  
CORRESPONDENCE

Ms. Murphy asked the Commission if there were any questions or comments regarding the correspondence to which the response was negative.  She noted that ANJEC sent a notice regarding an upcoming workshop on Municipal Energy Audits.  
1. A letter dated February 15, 2008 from South Branch Watershed Association      regarding their annual South Branch Raritan River Clean Up.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES INVENTORY

· Discussion regarding Environmental Resources Inventory (ERI)
Chairman Teasdale stated that he met with Ms. Goodchild and provided Ms. Kratzer with additional resources for inclusion in the ERI.  He added that Ms. Murphy had suggested that other items be included, i.e. power lines, conservation easements, etc.  He stated he has not heard back from the Historical Society regarding sites to be included.  He stated that he had a revised ERI on CD which he would give to the Board members.  He added that Ms. Goodchild suggested the two dates in May to go before the Land Use Board depending on the JCP&L application schedule.  He stated that he felt they could present a draft version to the Board and not wait until the final version was available.  Mr. Storms stated that he felt it was a good idea to distribute parts of the ERI to different EC members for their review.  Chairman Teasdale stated that Mr. Mackie was very knowledgeable in soils and geology and he asked him to review that mapping.  The review of the draft mapping was assigned to different Commission members.  Ms. Murphy stated that she would like to see the conservations easements in the Township included in the ERI to which Mr. Teasdale responded that he spoke with Ms. Goodchild regarding same and that it would be difficult to find all recorded conservation easements.  He added that Ms. Kratzer has some properties with easements which are identified by block and lot and will be included in the ERI.    He stated that Ms. Kratzer would attend the May EC meeting to in order to review the latest version of the ERI.  
ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Stream Crossing Protocol Project – Update

· Discussion regarding Well Testing Project

Chairman Teasdale stated that the Stream Crossing Protocol Meeting was held on the 29th of March.  He further stated that representatives from the Watershed Authority were in attendance along with a few Commission members. He added that the meeting was successful.     

Ms. Murphy stated that the well test kits are currently being sold and will be returned to the Municipal Building on both May 19th and 21st.  She further stated that flyers were distributed to all of the Township Elementary School children as well as public establishments, i.e. banks, library, etc.  She added that she also distributed flyers to the Woman’s Club.  Chairman Teasdale suggested bring copies to the JCP&L meetings.  
Ms. Murphy stated that Arbor Day would be celebrated on April 25th of this year.  She stated that a representative from URWA would be present at Arbor Day and speak to the children.  She added that trees would be given to the children.  
Chairman Teasdale stated that the Commission received a letter regarding trash on Frog Hollow Road.  He suggested asking her to submit the letter to the Times of Tewksbury in order to educate residents about trash and removal.  
ADJOURNMENT
As there was no other business to consider, the meeting was adjourned by a motion of Mr. Colitti and seconded by Mr. Schroth at 8:28 p.m.
 

Respectfully submitted,
Bonnie McCarthy
