TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
April 13, 2009

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Greg Storms, Bruce Mackie, Tom Schroth, Miriam Murphy and Mario Colitti.
Absent:  Mary Ace and Laurence Malloy
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 14, 2009.
Update on Annual Water Testing Program
Mr. Mackie noted that the water testing program has been announced and is underway.   There have been articles in various newspaper publications.  The sampling dates are Monday, May 18th and Wednesday May 20th.  Mr. Mackie indicated that he will be helping out at the drop off dates but there is a need for at least one (1) other person to help.  Mr. Mackie noted that flyers were distributed to the schools and some of the local stores and restaurants.  

Ms. Lyndsay Mancilla, 11 Guinea Hollow Road was present representing the Tewksbury Woman’s Club and indicated that she could post flyers if the Commission needed help.  Mr. Mackie agreed to send Mrs. Mancilla information on the well testing as well as a flyer for distribution.  Ms. Mancilla agreed to help out on the drop off dates of May 18th and May 20th.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Teasdale opened the meeting up to the public.  There being no public comment Mr. Teasdale closed the public portion of the meeting.  
MINUTES
The minutes of March 9, 2009 were approved, with some minor corrections on pages 2 and 3, by motion of Mrs. Murphy and seconded by Mr. Colitti.  All were in favor.  

CORRESPONDENCE
A motion to acknowledge receipt of the following list of correspondence was made by Mr. Mackie and seconded by Mr. Schroth.  All were in favor.  
1) A copy of a letter dated March 19, 2009 from the Citizens to Save Tewksbury to the NJDEP regarding request for LOI for Block 46.01, Lot 7.  

2) The Current newsletter from the SBWA – Volume 49, No. 1.

3) A copy of a letter dated April 1, 2009 from Kurt Senesky to the NJDEP regarding Connors Block 12, 29.03.

4) Hunterdon County Soil Conservation District Notices for:

· Oldwick Animal Hospital – Block 45, Lot 28

· Orefice Barn and Grading – Block 16, Lot 17

· McKaba Dwelling – Block 33, Lot 21

· Murray Residence – Block 12, Lot 36

· McMahon/Brooks Residence – Block 15, Lot 3.04

A lengthy discussion ensued regarding the Highlands Applicability determination letter for Block 12, Lot 29.03.  No action was taken.  

Mr. Teasdale noted that he stopped by the Oldwick Animal Hospital and reported to the Commission about the facility and some of the recycled material used in the building.  

CLAIMS

A motion was made by Mrs. Murphy and seconded by Mr. Mackie to approve the following claim:

Claim – SBWA – 2009 Annual Environmental Commission Membership - $150.00
Roll Call Vote:

Ayes:  Mr. Mackie, Mr. Storms, Mr. Schroth, Mrs. Murphy, Mr. Colitti and Mr. Teasdale

Nays:  None
DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Status of ERI 
Mr. Teasdale explained that he spoke with Debbie Kratzer and she has been having trouble touching base with the Highlands staff.  He thought Ms. Kratzer was going to attend the presentation by Eileen Swan, Executive Director of the Highlands at the Limestone Café but Mrs. Murphy indicated that she did not see her at the breakfast.  Mr. Teasdale agreed to follow up with Ms. Kratzer.  
· Update on E.C. Liaisons to other Boards/Committees (eg. Forest Advisory Board, Pascale Advisory Committee and Land Use Board)
Mr. Storms indicated that he is setting up the Committee and talking to the members and expects to meet this month to discuss what the group will be doing.  Mr. Teasdale asked if there is anything the Environmental Commission could help with and Mr. Storms responded in the negative noting that he wants the group to meet and organize first.  Mr. Storms reported that the hot topic currently is the proposal by the Board of Education to construct a parking lot for the buses where the old house is currently located.  He and another member of the Pascale Advisory Committee met with the Board of Education and the Board of Education is possibly going to renovate the house and construct a parking lot.  They are in the beginning stages of seeing if it is viable to renovate the house.  Mr. Storms indicated that he wants to get a consensus from the Pascale Advisory Committee about the schools proposal.  Mr. Storms opined that the area is a park and school bus parking would not only be unsightly along but there is also an environmental impact.  When asked where the buses park currently, Mr. Storms indicated Old Turnpike School.  The Commission voiced some concerns which included the runoff from the parking lot and limiting the entrance to the park.  When asked if they appeared before the Land Use Board yet, Mr. Mackie responded in the negative.  Mr. Storms opined that the School Board would be attending the April 14, 2009 Township Committee meeting to discuss the proposal with the Township Committee.  Mr. Storms encouraged Commission members to attend the Township Committee meeting and voice their concerns.  When asked about how the Environmental Commission should voice their concern Mr. Teasdale suggested waiting until the presentation by the Board of Education is presented to the Township Committee.  
Mr. Teasdale noted that he received a letter regarding an inspection of his property related to his woodland management plan.  Mr. Teasdale asked Mrs. Murphy to have the Forest Advisory Board to discuss the process to which she agreed.  

· Update on Arbor Day Initiative (Teddy Murphy)
Mrs. Murphy reported that everything for Arbor Day was moving along and she noted that the biggest challenge has been recruiting volunteers to water the 187 trees scheduled to be planted for three (3) summers.  Mrs. Murphy noted that the Woman’s Club has asked people to buy, for $15, a tag which will be put on a stake near the tree that the person adopts (the tag will have the person’s name on it).  All but ten (10) of the trees at the Oldwick fields have been adopted, 11 trees have been adopted at the Christie Hoffman Farm Park, the Boy Scouts are going to take care of the trees at Fairmount North except for two (2) which will be adopted by a member of the Woman’s Club.  The Brownies and Cub Scouts are taking the responsibility for the trees at Pascale.  She went on to say that finding a water source has also been a problem noting that he school has permitted the outside spicket to be used at the Tewksbury Elementary School.  Mrs. Murphy noted that a student from Morristown has offered to monitor and inspect this year to make sure the trees and shrubs are being adequately watered.  The Oldwick Field does not have a water source however Hayden Hull, DPW Superintendent has a 250 gallon tank that fits in the back of a truck which could be used.    When asked how long the water jackets last, Mrs. Murphy explained that the State is only lending the jackets to the Township for one (1) year.  
Mrs. Murphy reported that at the last meeting they were still struggling with who was going to dig the holes however since then Phil Kappus has offered to dig all of the holes for all of the Arbor Day plantings.  Two hundred volunteers are coming from out of town to help with the planting and the Tewksbury DPW and Oldwick Fire Company are going to do the initial watering.  Mr. Teasdale asked if Mrs. Goodchild could GPS locate all of the trees planted and plot them on the GIS.  Mrs. Murphy thought that was a good idea.  Mrs. Murphy went on to report the various services the State would be providing and paying for during the day.  She outlined what other groups have done and provided for the celebration.  Mr. Teasdale and the rest of the Commission thanked Mrs. Murphy for all her hard work.  Mrs. Murphy noted that the Parks Committee did a lot of work too, noting that the Parks Committee walked the parks with the State to make sure that the proposed planting sites were suitable.  
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the Commission adjourned at 9:02 p.m. by motion of Mr. Mackie and seconded by Mr. Storms.  All were in favor.  

Respectfully submitted,

Shana L. Goodchild

Land Use Administrator
