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The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a regular/work session on the above date at the 
Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ.  
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM, roll call held and a quorum established. 
Mayor Peter Melick presided. 
 
Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members Dana Desiderio, Louis 
DiMare, Shaun Van Doren and William Voyce. 
 
Jesse Landon, Township Administrator and Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk were in 
attendance. 
 
There were approximately fifteen members of the public in attendance. 
 
1. Open Public Meetings Statement 
The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Melick. 
 
2. Flag Salute 
Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag. 
 
3. Public Participation 
William Weyrauch questioned the status of the discussion regarding the easement on Rocky 
Glen Drive.  He stated that the Township should give up the easement and the Steinbergs 
should take over ownership, repair and upkeep of the bridge off of Main Street in Mountainville.    
 
Steve Lepari noted that the previous discussion regarding the easement on Rocky Glen Way 
took place months ago.  It was noted that the attorney for the Steinberg is in consultation with 
the Weyrauch’s attorney.  Mr. Lepari stated that he felt the Township should vacate the 
easement and remove itself from the conflict. 
 
George Cassa noted a 1996 Appellate decision regarding payment to a property owner with 
regard to an easement. 
 
4.  Actions to be taken 
 Interviews 

Doug Schneider and Patrice Marturana were present to be interviewed for a position on the 
Parks Committee. 
Both applicants expressed a willingness and desire to serve the Township, explained their 
backgrounds and noted their availability to attend monthly meetings. 
 
 Proclamation 

The following Proclamations were read into the minutes by Ms. Desiderio, Mr. Van Doren and 
Mayor Melick. 
 

PROCLAMATION 
TO HONOR TERRENCE HERING BROWN 
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WHEREAS, Terrence Hering Brown, Boy Scouts of America, Troop 199, has attained the 
designation of Eagle Scout, Scouting’s highest award; and  
 
WHEREAS, Terrence Hering Brown has been an active Scout demonstrating outstanding 
leadership and has contributed many service hours during his years of Scouting; and 
 
WHEREAS, Terrence Hering Brown’s Eagle Scout project consisted of three separate parts that 
in total contributed to the beautification of Township parks; and  
 
WHEREAS, Terrence Hering Brown painted the exterior of the Romtec at the Christie Hoffman 
Farm so that it would match the color scheme of the adjacent buildings; and  
 
WHEREAS, Terrence Hering Brown sanded and water sealed the wood in seven different 
kiosks in Township parks to help preserve the kiosks and keep them from rotting; and   
 
WHEREAS, Terrence Hering Brown built, painted and mounted two safety disk housings that 
double as birdhouses next to the pond in Pascale Park. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the Township of 
Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey hereby extends to Terrence Hering 
Brown individually, collectively and with great pride, sincere congratulations for achieving this 
highest of Scouting awards which symbolizes the American ideal of good citizenship and 
service to community; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township Committee wishes Terrence Hering Brown 
much success in all his future endeavors. 
 
______________________ 
Peter Melick 
Mayor 
 

PROCLAMATION 
TO HONOR BENJAMIN KARL WHEAT 

 
WHEREAS, Benjamin Karl Wheat, Boy Scouts of America, Troop 199, has attained the 
designation of Eagle Scout, Scouting’s highest award; and  
 
WHEREAS, Benjamin Karl Wheat has been an active Scout demonstrating outstanding 
leadership and has contributed many service hours during his years of Scouting; and 
 
WHEREAS, Benjamin Karl Wheat’s Eagle Scout project consisted of repairing and restoring 
seventeen pieces of outdoor wooden furniture at the Whittemore Wildlife Sanctuary; and  
 
WHEREAS, Benjamin Karl Wheat planned fundraising activities to raise funds for needed 
materials; and  
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WHEREAS, Benjamin Karl Wheat and his team of volunteers sanded and power washed the 
furniture, repaired and replaced broken components and sealed the furniture to prevent further 
deterioration; and   
 
WHEREAS, Benjamin Karl Wheat is especially proud of his project as it is a “green project” that 
saved the existing furniture thus eliminating the use of additional resources and reducing the 
amount of created waste. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the Township of 
Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey hereby extends to Benjamin Karl Wheat 
individually, collectively and with great pride, sincere congratulations for achieving this highest 
of Scouting awards which symbolizes the American ideal of good citizenship and service to 
community; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township Committee wishes Benjamin Karl Wheat much 
success in all his future endeavors. 
 
______________________ 
Peter Melick 
Mayor 
 

PROCLAMATION 
TO HONOR MATTHEW BENTON KOESTER 

 
WHEREAS, Matthew Benton Koester, Boy Scouts of America, Troop 199, has attained the 
designation of Eagle Scout, Scouting’s highest award; and  
 
WHEREAS, Matthew Benton Koester has been an active Scout demonstrating outstanding 
leadership and has contributed many service hours during his years of Scouting; and 
 
WHEREAS, Matthew Benton Koester’s Eagle Scout project consisted of building a firepit and 
four in-ground benches for use at the Brady Life Camp in Pottersville; and  
 
WHEREAS, Matthew Benton Koester planned and conferred with the property manager at the 
Brady Life Camp to determine if this project would benefit the facility; and  
 
WHEREAS, Matthew Benton Koester planned fund raising activities over several months to 
help with the purchase of necessary materials for the project; and   
 
WHEREAS, Matthew Benton Koester, along with other Scouts of Troop 199 and their fathers 
worked for four days to complete the construction; and  
 
WHEREAS it is the hope of Matthew Benton Koester that more individuals will utilize the Brady 
Life Camp to discover the outdoors and learn the core values of Scouting. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the Township of 
Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey hereby extends to Matthew Benton 
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Koester individually, collectively and with great pride, sincere congratulations for achieving this 
highest of Scouting awards which symbolizes the American ideal of good citizenship and 
service to community; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township Committee wishes Matthew Benton Koester 
much success in all his future endeavors. 
 
______________________ 
Peter Melick 
Mayor 
 
Mr. Koester thanked Dr. Voyce, Mr. Van Doren and Mayor Melick for attending the Court of 
Honor ceremony held recently. 
 
Tony Koester thanked the Committee, Administrator, Clerk and DPW for their support of Troop 
199 and the many Eagle Scout projects. 
  
 Consent Agenda  

Mayor Melick requested that the following items be removed from the Consent Agenda.   
 

 Authorization to have Deputy Mayor sign application for Blue Light Permit for Gene 
Buterbaugh (OFC) 

 Authorization to have Deputy Mayor sign F & D for OFC raffle 04/16/11 
 
Dr. Voyce moved adoption of the Consent Agenda as amended, seconded by Ms. Desiderio.  A 
roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van 
Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.   
 

RESOLUTION #32-2011 
 

THANKING CARMEN NATALE FOR HIS SERVICE TO TEWKSBURY 
 

WHEREAS, Carmen Natale has devoted countless hours of service to the citizens of the 
Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey by serving on the 
Parks Committee and as the Community Outreach Liaison; and  
 
WHEREAS, Carmen Natale has always availed himself to counsel, guide and assist anyone 
seeking his valuable time, expertise and assistance in a manner characterized by honesty, 
integrity and intelligence. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED on this twenty fifth day of January in the year two 
thousand and eleven that the Township Committee wishes to thank Carmen Natale for his years 
of service by way of this Resolution.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be entered into the official minutes 
of the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury. 
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___________________ 
Peter Melick 
Mayor 
 
 

RESOLUTION #33-2011 
 

THANKING CAROL LEIGHTON FOR HER SERVICE TO TEWKSBURY 
 

WHEREAS, Carol Leighton has devoted countless hours of service to the citizens of the 
Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey by serving on the 
Scenic Roads and Bridges Commission and assisting with the 2005 Committee; and  
 
WHEREAS, Carol Leighton has always availed herself to counsel, guide and assist anyone 
seeking her valuable time, expertise and assistance in a manner characterized by honesty, 
integrity and intelligence. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED on this twenty fifth day of January in the year two 
thousand and eleven that the Township Committee wishes to thank Carol Leighton for her 
years of service by way of this Resolution.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be entered into the official 
minutes of the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury. 
 
 
___________________ 
Peter Melick 
Mayor 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 

 Claims as submitted by the CFO  

 Regular and Executive Session minutes of 1/11/11 
 
ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Dr. Voyce moved approval of the following items, seconded by Mr. Van Doren. The motion was 
approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Abstain:  Melick. 
 

 Authorization to have Deputy Mayor sign application for Blue Light Permit for Gene 
Buterbaugh (OFC) 

 Authorization to have Deputy Mayor sign F & D for OFC raffle 04/16/11 
 
APPOINTMENTS 
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Mr. Van Doren moved the following appointments, seconded by Dr. Voyce. The motion was 
approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.    
 

Douglas Schneider Parks Committee Regular member  3 year term 

Patrice Marturana Parks Committee  Alternate #2 2 year term 

 
The following discussion dealt with the Pascale Advisory Committee (PAC) that was formed via 
Ordinance in 2008.   It was noted that the Committee never met since its inception, but the 
Ordinance is in place.  It was the consensus of the Committee that the PAC should not be 
disbanded, but a new committee should be appointed to enhance the goals of the plan with 
Township Committee participation if required. 
 
Mr. Van Doren made a motion to reestablish the PAC as per Ordinance #12-2008 and to have 
the Environmental Commission, Parks Committee and the Board of Education or PTA submit 
the names of an interested resident for consideration, seconded by Dr. Voyce. The motion was 
approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.   
 
5. Reports 
 Township Committee Comments  

Mr. Van Doren noted information related to the Budget process as supplied by the DCA. 
He noted information he had received from Coldwell Banker related to 2010 realty transactions 
in the Township. 
Mr. Van Doren noted information related to the Highlands Plan Conformance process. 
 
Ms. Desiderio noted that the Hunterdon County DRC has another solar park application.  
Applications are still being accepted for the Hunterdon County Planning Awards. 
 
Mr. DiMare noted that the DPW has been very busy over the past weeks.  He noted that he 
received a call that some of the roads are being plowed too well. 
 
Mr. Landon noted that the DPW equipment is holding up well with minor repairs. 
 
6. Public Participation 
Robin Love noted correspondence submitted from RANPI and the Citizens to Save Tewksbury 
regarding the upcoming DEP meeting (2/23/11) to discuss a NJPDES permit related to the 
Bellemead property.  She stated that the issue is “controversial and shocking”, adding that the 
matter of the denial of the permit being reinstated is questionable. 
 
Mayor Melick noted that the matter will be further discussed at upcoming meetings and Ms. 
Love is welcome to submit comments. 
 
Mr. Landon noted that the DEP did not correctly notice the meeting to the Township and there 
may be a problem with holding the meeting as scheduled.  It was stated that Mr. Selvaggi will 
need to contact the DEP directly regarding the procedural process. 
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As a follow up to Mr. Van Doren’s comment on the 02/17/11 Highlands Council meeting, George 
Cassa questioned is approval of the draft petition by the Highlands Council would give more 
strength to approval of the Master Plan. 
He surmised that municipalities that are reviewed are approved.   
Mr. Cassa noted that there will be new Highlands Council members appointed and there may be 
a 30 day minimum before new members can act. 
 
Mr. Van Doren noted that he reviewed the Highlands Council documents and was concerned 
that the final draft consistency review dated 01/19/11 included decisions that he did not think 
were approved by either the Township Committee or the Land Use Board.  He noted information 
pertaining to historic resources that was not included in the Plan.  Additional comments were 
made regarding the wastewater management plan and the pending 04-11-11 deadline.   
 
Mr. Cassa reiterated that the plan conformance approval should occur before the scheduled 
DEP hearing.   
 
7. Executive Session 
At  8:25 PM Mr. DiMare moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Mr. Van 
Doren.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: 
None.   
.   

RESOLUTION #34-2011 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township 
Committee hold a closed session to discuss Contract Negotiations. 
 
It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time 
official action is taken 
_____________________ 
Peter Melick. 
Mayor 
  
7. Reconvened 
The meeting reconvened at 9:10 PM. 
 
Robert Becker was present to request information regarding waiving the 2% cap.  Mr. Van 
Doren noted that the Ordinance up for adoption pertains to banking the 2% cap.  
He added that the PBA should consider not taking raises for 2011 as all other municipal 
employees did in 2010. 
Mr. Becker noted that Beavers Road is still flooding and he requested that this be looked at in 
2011.  It was noted that the Engineer and DPW Superintendent will be in attendance at the 
02/22/11 meeting. 
He also requested that the CFO be available at Budget meetings. 
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Mr. Van Doren made a motion to send a letter to the Highlands Council requesting a 
postponement/adjournment of the 2/17/11 hearing of the Township’s petition for Plan 
conformance until such time as the Township can review the document and make policy 
decisions, seconded by Ms. Desiderio. 
 
In response to a question from Mr. DiMare, it was stated that the letter was not going to outline 
the questions, but merely request a postponement of the hearing. 
 
The above noted motion was adopted. Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  
Nays: None.   
 
8. Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 PM. 
 
 
 
 
Roberta A.  Brassard 
Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


