BOARD OF HEALTH

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 1, 2009

The Tewksbury Township Board of Health met in regular session at 7:30 P.M. on the above date, in the Mountainville Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, NJ.  

Chairman Peter Goyer presided.

Other members present were Shirley Czajkowski , Anthony Formica, Janet Masterton, Anthony Miele and alternates Richard Mahevich and Zia Shey.

Debie Vaccarella of the Hunterdon County Department of Health (HCDOH) was also present.  

1. Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mr. Goyer.

2. Action to be Taken

Block 15
Lot 11

Federowicz
Richard Federowicz was present to ask for a waiver to utilize his existing septic system for a new house that will be constructed on the 3 ¼ acre property.  It was noted that the house will be moved back from the road 40 feet and a new foundation will be build for the house.  Mr. Federowicz explained that installing a new septic would be cost prohibitive and the current system is working well.  Bayer Risse Engineering inspected the system and agreed that the system is functional.

In response to a question by Mrs. Vaccarella, Mr. Federowicz stated that he is trying to get the 75 foot setback in order to avoid the need for a variance.  The property has very steep slopes and Mr. Federowicz has been creating terraces built of stone on the property for the past 35 years.

Discussion followed regarding how the terracing is structurally built
In response to a question from Mr. Goyer, Mr. Federowicz explained that there currently is a seepage pit; not a septic field.  Mr. Federowicz explained that the seepage pit
functions better than a septic field, as fields can get clogged up and cease to work.  He noted that he had the septic tank pumped prior to the Engineer’s inspection.  He noted the percolation rate and that water disappeared quickly, adding that a trench was dug to the same level as the seepage pit (8 feet) and the soil was tested to a sandy layer.  Mr. Federowicz added that the soil is impermeable at 6 feet, adding that a large oak tree acts as a sponge pulling water from the soil prior to entering the seepage pit.

In response to a question from Mr. Formica, Mr. Federowicz confirmed that the terraces are stable enough to hold a house, adding that he has done structural work on bridges for 50 years.
A review of photos of the property took place.  Mr. Federowicz stated that he is having ongoing conversations with the Hunterdon County Soil Conservation District regarding the work being done on his property.  He noted that there is an ongoing problem with runoff as the property is close to both Burrell and Sawmill Roads.
In response to a question from Ms. Masterton, it was noted that the work shed is used only for storage and there are no bedrooms or bathrooms in the structure.  The new proposed house will also be a three bedroom structure.

Mrs. Vaccarella stated that she would return the hand written sketch to Mr. Federowicz as it shows a possible addition that is not planned for.  She added that an as-built plan would be required from the Engineer when the project is completed.
In response to a question from Mrs. Czajkowski, Mr. Federowicz stated that there are no other areas on the property where a perc test could be done for locating the septic system.  He noted the impermeable soil condition, the problem with run off and the steep slopes. He also noted that he is maintaining the required distance from well to tank and   seepage pit.

In response to a question from Dr. Shey, Mr. Federowicz reaffirmed that the existing septic is based on a three bedroom house and the new house will also be a three bedroom structure.

Mr. Goyer noted that the letter from the HCDOH recommended the installation of an additional 1000 tank upstream.  Mr. Federowicz agreed with this recommendation and stated that he would install the additional tank.

Mr. Goyer made a motion to accept the waiver to utilize the existing septic system with an additional 1000 gallon tank to be installed upstream of the existing system.  Upon completion of the building, an as-built plan will be submitted from the Engineer with  elevations properly noted.  Seconded by Dr. Miele.  The motion was approved: Ayes:  Czajkowski, Formica, Goyer, Masterton, Miele.  Nays:  none.

It was noted that a demolition permit will be needed when the existing home is razed.

Block 32
Lot 37.23
Old Mine LLC

Because the Engineer for the property had not arrived at the meeting, the Board discussion dealt with the letter from the HCDOH.  The property has an area of mottling that the Engineer has classified as a hanging water table.
Mrs. Vaccarella explained that a hanging water table is similar to a perched condition and a hanging water table is not recognized in the State septic code.  She added that the DEP has a working document regarding the matter and the septic design would be the same for a hanging water table and perched condition:  a fill and close system.  A BOH waiver is required because the matter is not addressed in the State septic code.
The HCDOH letter stated that the Board needs to act on accepting the hanging water table or have the mottling recorded as a regional water table at 50” and design for the highest mottling.
Mrs. Vaccarella explained how the clay causes the mottling and that this soil condition is not normally found in this part of the County.  She added that the system as designed is the only design that would work for the soil types.
A question was raised as to whether there is an existing structure on the property and whether there is an existing 1300 gallon tank.  Further discussion followed regarding the reserve area and the types of soils encountered.

Mrs. Vaccarella noted that if the primary and reserve areas were switched from what is shown on the plan, a pump system would be needed as the field would be located uphill from the house.
Mr. Goyer made a motion to table the discussion regarding Block 32, Lot 37.23 as additional information is needed from the Engineer.

Discussion followed as to whether the matter could be finalized contingent upon hearing back from the Engineer regarding using the reserve field as the primary field and constructing a more conventional pump up system.

A secondary motion was presented, but withdrawn after further discussion as it was deemed that the Engineer should be present at the meeting.
Further discussion followed regarding the mailing address of the applicant versus the physical address.

The above noted motion was seconded by Dr. Miele. The motion was approved: Ayes:  Czajkowski, Formica, Goyer, Masterton, Miele.  Nays:  none.

3. Correspondence

a. NJLINCS – increase in reports of Legionellosis in NJ

b. NJLINCS – recommendations for State & local planning for 2009 Novel H1N1 influenza program 

c. NJLINCS – municipal animal control FAQ’s 7/09

d. NJLINCS-HC influenza-like illness July 5-11, 2009

e. NJLINCS – increase in tick borne diseases in HC

4. Reports

Animal Control Report

Pony bite

Submission of Repairs

Block 11
Lot 7.01
tank

Block 5
Lot 2.05
baffle, riser 

Suspected Hazardous Substance Discharge Notification

Oldwick Village Wastewater Treatment Plant

Toluene
5. Board Member Comments

Mr. Formica questioned if there were any new developments regarding the H1N1 vaccine.  Mrs. Czajkowski noted that a meeting is scheduled for next month to discuss the matter.

Discussion followed regarding the age most susceptible to the virus and the upcoming planned clinics.

6. Action to be Taken (continued)

Kurt Hoffman arrived at 8:15 PM and the discussion regarding Block 32, Lot 37.23 was reopened.
Mr. Hoffman noted that the proposed primary area has a possible hanging water table condition and the reserve area does not.  He added that if the areas were reverse, a gravity system would be necessary.  He added that there are very good soils on the property with the exception of the small area where the hanging water table condition exists, and if the situation were referred to as a perched condition, no BOH waiver would be required.
In response to a question from Mr. Goyer, Mr. Hoffman explained the technical difference between a hanging water table and a perched condition.
A hanging water table has low permeability underlined by high permeability which causes mottling.  A perched condition is more restrictive in that rain water cannot go through.
The system was designed as a fill and close system and will be dealt with as if a perched condition exists.
Mr. Hoffman noted that there is not a structure or a 1300 gallon tank on the property and the owner is attempting to get all the necessary permits in advance of selling the property.

In response to Mr. Formica’s statement that a pump system should be installed, Mr. Hoffman explained that the poorer soil is located in the front of the property.  Mrs. Vaccarella added that there is not a big difference in the speed between soil types K3 and K4, but if a pump system were installed, it could lead to problems with a future owner.  She opined that a conventional system would be the best solution for the property.

Mr. Hoffman explained why he envisioned no problem with the system as designed.

In response to a question by Mr. Goyer, Mr. Hoffman explained that the K1 soil will be excavated out and filled with eight feet of select fill to the K4 soil type.  

Mr. Goyer made a motion to accept the septic system as presented, utilizing the primary and secondary areas as noted for the property located on Block 32, Lot 37.23, seconded by Dr. Miele. The motion was approved: Ayes:  Czajkowski, Formica, Goyer, Masterton, Miele.  Nays:  none.

7. Minutes

Mr. Goyer made a motion to accept the minutes of 07/07/09, seconded by Mrs. Czajkowski.   The motion was approved: Ayes:  Czajkowski, Formica, Goyer, Masterton, Miele.  Nays:  none.

8.  Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:25 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Roberta A. Brassard

Board of Health Secretary
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