TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
November 9, 2009
The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:40 p.m., roll call taken and a quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Tom Schroth, Bruce Mackie, Miriam Murphy, Mario Colitti, Joseph Weber and Mary Ace arrived at 7:55 p.m. 
Absent:  Greg Storms and Laurence Malloy.
Mr. Joseph Weber, the newest member of the Environmental Commission was sworn in by Mr. Teasdale.  

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 14, 2009.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Teasdale opened the meeting up to the public.  There being no public comment Mr. Teasdale closed the public portion of the meeting.  
MINUTES
· September 14, 2009

A motion was made by Mrs. Murphy and seconded by Mr. Schroth to approve the minutes of September 14, 2009 with two minor typos on page 2.  All were in favor.  Mr. Colitti, Mr. Mackie and Mr. Weber abstained.  
· September 29, 2009
A motion was made by Mr. Mackie and seconded by Mr. Colitti to approve the minutes of September 29, 2009 with an addition to the presentation by Ms. Kratzer as well as several minor typos.  All were in favor.  Mr. Schroth and Mr. Weber abstained.  
CORRESPONDENCE:

Mr. Mackie made a motion to acknowledge receipt of the following items of correspondence, seconded by Mr. Schroth.  All were in favor:  
· A copy of a letter dated Oct. 19, 2009 regarding application for Statewide General Permit #25 from the NJDEP for Block 29, Lot 15.

· A copy of a letter dated Oct. 15, 2009 regarding application for Highlands Applicability Determination for Block 11, Lot 35.  

· A copy of The Current, Volume 49, No. 3 Summer 2009

· A copy of a letter from Kurt Senesky to the NJDEP regarding Connor Minor Subdivision, Block 12, Lot 29.03.  
Discussion ensued regarding the Highlands applicability determination for Block 11, Lot 35 and the Highlands exemptions and how they apply.  Mr. Teasdale agreed to look into the exemptions under the Highlands Act and report back to the Commission.  
DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Update on E.C. Liaisons to other Boards/Committees (eg. Forest Advisory Board, Pascale Advisory Committee and Land Use Board)
Mr. Mackie reported that the Land Use Board has been discussing the Highlands Element of the Master Plan and will be making a recommendation to the Township Committee in the near future.  Mr. Teasdale noted that at the Township Committee meeting a question came up about septic maintenance.  Mr. Teasdale noted that Tom Borden explained that the Highlands does not have any regulatory statement that requires property owners have their septic systems inspected.  Mr. Mackie noted that there will be continued discussion about the Highlands Element at the November 18, 2009 Land Use Board meeting. 
Mrs. Murphy reported on the Forestry Advisory Board and noted that an amended 2nd Five Year Forestry Management Plan is being worked on by the FAB and will be submitted to the State; the first plan was reviewed by the State and required amendments.   Mrs. Murphy opined that the Commission will receiv a copy from Ms. Goodchild but the members present had not received it.  Mr. Teasdale agreed to ask Ms. Goodchild to forward the document.  Mrs. Murphy reported on a business stimulus fund grant guidelines received by the FAB in October with a due date of December 1, 2009.  She noted it is very complicated and both Ms. Goodchild and Mr. Hull told her that they would recommend not applying because it entails a lot of work for them.  Mrs. Murphy asked the Commission to review the Community Forestry Management Plan (2nd Five Year Plan) and provide the Forestry Advisory Board comments.  
· Final Draft of ERI – distribution of final product
Mr. Teasdale explained when the final draft of the ERI is received from Ms. Kratzer the Environmental Commission will need to discuss distribution.    

· Report on outcome of 2009 water testing program
Mr. Teasdale noted that every year the Township has water testing and those that participate fill out a form allowing the Township to use their data (or not).  Mr. Teasdale, using his laptop, showed the Commission members the 98 entries from the 2009 testing program.  He went on to explain that the ultimate goal is to take the Tewksbury Township map and plot the results by block and lot; the data, although not as extensive, dates back to 2001.  Mr. Mackie opined that it would not take much time to create the GIS layer using GIS software.  Mrs. Murphy pointed out that residents test for different things and so the data doesn’t provide a comprehensive view.   Mr. Weber suggested focusing on developing a set of 3 to 5 parameters which encompasses all the things tested for in the program; coliform, VOC’s, metals and pesticides.  Mr. Mackie asked why the plotted map is necessary.  Mr. Teasdale opined that the visual would be helpful for people to see the problem areas.  Mr. Teasdale agreed to discuss the project with Ms. Goodchild.    
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the Commission adjourned at 8:59 p.m. by motion of Ms. Ace, and seconded by Mr. Weber.  All were in favor.  

Respectfully submitted,

Shana L. Goodchild

Land Use Administrator
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