BOARD OF HEALTH

MINUTES OF MARCH 4, 2008

The Tewksbury Township Board of Health met in regular session at 7:30 P.M. on the above date, in the Mountainville Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, NJ.  

Chairman Peter Goyer presided.

Other members present were Shirley Czajkowski , Janet Masterton, Anthony Miele and alternates Richard Mahevich and Zia Shey.

Anthony Formica was not present.

Debie Vaccarella of the Hunterdon County Department of Health (HCDOH) was also present.  

1. Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mr. Goyer.

2.
Action to be Taken
· Block 3
Lot 27
John Kearney was present to discuss the need for a distance waiver for the above noted property.

The septic system is malfunctioning and there are no plans to expand the system.  The existing well will be situated 90’ from the proposed disposal bed and the minimum, required distance is 100’.  Mr. Kearney noted that the property has constraints due to wetlands, the wetlands buffer and the proximity of the house to Vernoy Road.  The proposed system is a mounded system with pressure dosing.

A letter from the HCDOH dated 02-15-08 was noted in which it was stated that they reviewed the soil logs for the primary and reserve areas and found the results to be acceptable.
In response to a question by Mr. Goyer, it was stated that the soil type found on the property is K3.  Mr. Kearney stated that the soils were sandy.

Dr. Shey questioned if 118 ‘ of steel casing on the well was sufficient.  Mrs. Vaccarella stated that 60’ of casing is minimum and she had a copy of the well record for the Board’s review. 
Mr. Goyer made a motion to accept the waiver for the septic system to be constructed on Block 3, Lot 27 and to allow the distance of 90’ between the well and disposal bed due to the constraints of the property, seconded by Ms. Masterton. The motion was approved.  Ayes:  Czajkowski, Goyer, Mahevich, Masterton, Miele, Shey.  Nays:  none.  Absent:  Formica.

· Block 34
Lot 25

Kurt Hoffman was present to discuss the need for two waivers for the above noted property.

The septic system is malfunctioning and there are no plans to expand the system.  The regional water table (RWT) is 12” on the property which is greater than the maximum allowable distance of 24”.  Mr. Hoffman noted that the property was surveyed and it was deemed to be entirely located within wetlands or wetlands transition area, adding that any work to be done on the property will require a GP 25 permit from the NJDEP.  

Mr. Hoffman is also requesting an additional waiver with regard to locating a reserve area on the property.  As previously stated, the entire property is wetlands and any digging on the property would be in non conformance to the State code.

Mr. Hoffman’s septic design is based on the 12” RWT and will be a four foot mounded system to allow for the required minimum 48” of separation between the RWT and the level of infiltration.

It was noted the property is 13+acres and the proposed system is 200’-300 ‘from the existing pond:  the minimum distance is 100’.
Mrs. Vaccarella noted that the toe of the mound is 11’ from the neighbor’s property line and this is within State and Township requirements.  She added that approval of the waivers could be made conditional on the applicant’s receipt of a GP25.

Discussion followed regarding where the reserve would best be located if necessary and Mr. Hoffman opined that it would be most suitable adjacent to the existing field.

Mr. Goyer made a motion to accept the waiver to build a mound system on the property located on Block 34, Lot 35 allowing the RWT of 12’ and to not require a reserve area for the system due to the constraints of the property all subject to receipt of a GP 25 from the NJDEP, seconded by Mrs. Czajkowski.  The motion was approved.  Ayes:  Czajkowski, Goyer, Mahevich, Masterton, Miele, Shey.  Nays:  none.  Absent:  Formica.

· Block 6.04
Lot 1.13

This application was submitted to the Board of Health and HCDOH from the Land Use Board (LUB).  The HCDOH does not review variance applications that do not pertain to their department.

· Block 17 
Lot 2

JCP&L  substation

Jon Holt, 2 Fox Hill Road presented information regarding the above noted property.  He noted that the applicant (JCP&L) was required to list septic systems and wells within 200 feet on their plan, and his property (block 7 lot 1) is not listed.  He noted also that block 17 lot 2.02 has a reserve area and this is not noted on the plan.

He requested that the BOH request that all information relating to septic and wells located within 200 feet be listed on the JCP&L application.

He stated concerns with the area being very wet and the impact heavy machines might have on the area.

Debby Close, 5 Hollow Brook Road agreed with statements made by Mr. Holt regarding incomplete and inaccurate septic information on their plans.  She noted that an apartment was added to their home in 1988 -1989 for which a septic system was created.  She concurred that the area is very wet and there are vernal pools.  She added her concern with how berms and run off from the proposed substation could affect her well and septic by saturation and possible contamination.
Jerry Kalb, 6 Fox Hill Road presented a survey of his property with the approximate location of the proposed substation.  He noted that his property is on a downward slope on Fox Hill Road and the access, egress to the property is a 10’ x 400’ area with two culverts diverting the water.  He noted that the well head on his property is 50’ from the block 17 lot 2 property line and his septic bed is 75’ from the property line.

He stated his concern with the fact that herbicides and pesticides used during the construction of the proposed substation will create pollutants (i.e. mercury fallout and PCB’s) and these pollutants will not stay on the property where created, but will leach into the aquifer.
He requested that the BOH consider these points and rule accordingly, adding that “an industrial size plant has no business on a rural street.” 

Mary Sayler-Kalb, 6 Fox Hill Road stated her concern with the proposed use of pesticides for clearing the property as they would seep into the aquifer.  She added that JCP&L has a water retention area noted on the plan and she stated her concern with the health risks associated with mosquitoes.  Additional comments were made regarding concern with possible fires and the materials used to fight them.  She ended her comments by stating that “water runs downhill” meaning that any problems created on block 17 lot 2 will be transferred to block 17 lot 2.01 (her property).

Gloria Hernick, 4 Fox Hill Road stated her concern with having to cross the easement to gain access to her property.  She noted that she is an occupational health and safety engineer in the pharmaceutical industry and is aware of the inherent dangers of a substation.  She stated her concern with the electro magnet fields, adding that there is no direct link to childhood cancer or leukemia.  She stated that she is not in favor of constructing the substation there as it will directly affect her family’s quality of life.  She opined that the substation will be unmanned and unlocked and will be surrounded by barbed wire.  Further comments were made regarding the difference between distribution lines and a substation.  

Additional comments were made regarding the issue of fire water run off and the associated emissions.  She stated that if a fire were to occur, she and her family would be trapped with no way of exiting the house, adding that if the transmission lines caught fire and fell, then the entire area would become electrified.

Dr. Shey questioned if any of the neighbors had done any research regarding electrical fires and the related effects of burning insulation.

Mrs. Sayler–Kalb noted that she had reviewed U-Tube footing of a volatile substation fire in Lakeland, Florida.
Mrs. Hernick opined that power lines are not as dangerous as substations and smaller substations are more at risk than larger substations.  She reiterated that if a fire were to occur she and her family would be stuck in the back of their property with no means of escape.
Mr. Kalb noted that there are over 193,000 listings on the internet under the heading “electrical substation fires and pollution”. 

Mrs. Close stated that there were seven substation fires in 2007.  She added that she spoke with a south Jersey certified firefighter regarding fighting substation fires and it was stated that a fire cannot be fought until the power is cut.   Discussion followed regarding fire fighting techniques.

Mr. Holt stated his concern with noise related to the proposed substation.  He cited a JCP&L document entitled Environmental Guidelines for Design & Construction of Transmission & Distribution Lines and Substations regarding parameters for building with regard to noise abatement.  He opined that this matter is not properly addressed in the JCP&L plan and requested that the BOH ask for additional information.
Mr. Holt stated that he spoke with a former CEO from a power company in Ohio regarding the matter and was advised that the proposed substation will be a regional substation with power going outside of Tewksbury.

Additional comments were heard regarding the noise that may be generated from the substation and the need to shield the cooling fans in order to minimize sound.

Further comments were made regarding the placement of the proposed substation in the vicinity of the existing high tension wires and the fact that the piece of property (for the substation) was on the market for years and finally purchased by JCP&L.
Mr. Holt stated that the LUB Engineer noted concern regarding fire matters and transformer oil issues.  He added that the Township Planner noted concern with the wetlands delineation of the area.  A summary of the concerns was distributed to the BOH members.
Mr. Kalb made further comments on the present and possible future decibel level related to the site.  He noted an incident at a nearby substation at which oil was released.
Deb Huber stated concern with possible contamination of her well and problems associated with noise.  She added that she is being treated for mercury toxicity and the possible presence of the metal would negatively affect her. 
Dr. Miele left the meeting at this time.

Mr. Goyer opened the discussion to members of the BOH.

Dr. Shey expressed his concern with the presented information related to water, septic, fire and oil spillage.  He stated that the BOH should write a statement regarding the information presented for submission to the LUB.  He opined that the site is not an appropriate site for the substation. 
Mrs. Czajkowski stated her concern with comments made regarding the fact that the substation may be a regional substation.
Angela Holt stated that she researched data regarding the placement of the proposed substation, agreeing that the substation will be regional.  She expressed her concern with building a substation in an area that is historic, scenic and environmentally sensitive.  Further discussion followed regarding the matter of a regional facility.
Mrs. Sayler-Kalb reiterated her concern with the possibility of a fire and the fact that residents would be trapped.  She added that she has had serious health problems since getting involved with this application.

Mr. Holt noted that he used to work for a power company siting substations and power lines, adding that he would never have approved a substation in the proposed area on Fox Hill Road.
Mrs. Vaccarella opined that the concerned residents should also send the information to the Highlands Commission.  Discussion followed regarding a possible Highlands exemption with regard to utilities.  

Mrs. Hernick reiterated her concern with building a substation in the proposed location.  

Ms. Masterton posed a question to Mrs. Czajkowski (who sits on the LUB) regarding the matter of a regional substation.  She added that everyone at the meeting resides in the Township and all residents are affected.  She noted that the comments heard at tonight’s meeting will be addressed and submitted to the LUB as a recommendation by the BOH.

Mrs. Holt thanked the BOH for listening to their concerns, adding that she felt this was the first Township board that actually listened to their concerns.  She stated that she is disappointed that this is happening in Tewksbury.

Mr. Goyer stated that he is proud to serve on the BOH as it is a Board designed to maintain the health of community and it is the Board’s responsibility to listen to the residents in a public forum.  He added that this is the most serious issue he has had to address in his tenure on the Board, adding that he was impressed with the presentations given by the residents, all of whom spoke in an eloquent manner in spite of the emotional aspects.

He noted that there are certain things the BOH can address and a memo will be submitted to the LUB for their upcoming meeting.  Mr. Goyer noted that the major points of the memo will address the facts that information pertaining to septic systems and water sources (wells) need to be accurately noted on the JCP&L plan.  He added that the issues raised regarding oil overflow and fire fighting procedures will also be noted.  Mosquito and pesticide matters would be more aptly addressed by the HCDOH.  Mr. Goyer added that noise is an important issue and can certainly cause a significant and dramatic impact on the quality of one’s life.

He surmised that the matter related to ingress and egress is a LUB matter, as are the stated concerns regarding fencing – specifically razor wire.  The related subject of whether the proposed substation will be for regional use was not, in Mr. Goyer’s opinion, a BOH matter.  

He stressed that the residents should not allow too much emotion to enter into their testimonies as it could detract from the effectiveness.

He ended his comments by stating that the BOH exists to hear the concerns of Township residents, but the Board cannot go out of realm of their responsibility.  He added that all BOA members are people of the community and they will do the best they can for the concerned residents.
Ms. Masterton stated that the BOH will script a document for presentation to the LUB with the provision to reserve the right to add concerns as they may arise that are under the jurisdiction of the BOH.
Mrs. Vaccarella suggested that the residents contact the HCDOH Vector Control division with regard to mosquito control issues.

· Block 38
Lot 1+ 17
Plans for the above noted, accepted subdivision were distributed and reviewed by members of the Board.  A 12-18-07 letter from the HCDOH was noted and Ms. Brassard stated that the applicant’s Letter of Interpretation from the DEP had been received.  Mrs. Czajkowski, also a member of the LUB, commented on the application and the fact that the subdivision was done in a very tasteful manner.  There were no other comments from the members present.  Ms. Brassard stated that she would notify the owner of the property to advise him of the Board’s discussion. 
3.
Correspondence

a. Public Health Advisory – dog licensing procedures, fees, vaccination requirements and exemptions and cat licensing

b. Improving Population Health – The Uses of Systematic Reviews

c. From HCDOH – pre-opening recreational bathing facility inspection information

d. From HCDOH – 2008 retail food assignments

e. HCDOH – Public Health Advisory – OTC cough and cold products not to be used for children under 2 years of age

f. HCDOH updated protocol for Notice of Intent forms for rabies clinics

g. NJLINCS – info re:  rabid dog in Salem County

h. NJLINCS – inappropriate vaccination practices by Ocean County 

i. NJLINCS – potential health effects associated w/hydrazine & satellite re-entry 

4. 
Minutes

Mr. Goyer made a motion to adopt the minutes of 01/07/08, seconded by Mrs. Czajkowski.  The motion was approved.  Ayes:  Czajkowski, Goyer, Mahevich, Masterton, Shey.  Nays:  none.  Absent:  Formica, Miele.
5.
Reports

Animal Control Report

December 2007, January 2008

Submission of Repairs

9 Fairmount Road West

tank 

104 Rockaway Road


baffle

14 Terrill Drive



replace outlet pipe
Notice of Septic Repair Completion

Block 47
Lot 48


Block 51
Lot 86
Block 35
Lot 10.10
Suspected Hazardous Substance Discharge Notification

3 Tiger Drive

removal of contamination from 550 UST//fuel oil 
114 Oldwick Road
heating oil #2 removal of gasoline and oil UST
6.
Board Member Comments

General discussion followed regarding the comments heard during the public portion of the meeting and that much of the information presented did not have concrete back up.  In response to Dr. Mahevich’s statement regarding the difference between a regional and a local substation, Mr. Goyer surmised that it dealt with the principle of cost without benefit.

It was the consensus of the Board that all information related to septic and potable water needs to be listed accurately and completely on the JCP&L plan prior to it being deemed complete.  Mr. Goyer added that he would like additional information regarding the well depths, the length of well casing, the proximity to the proposed substation and how the water supply might be affected.  Mrs. Vaccarella added that a hydro-geological report would also be helpful.
Additional comments were made regarding the fact that no well or septic system will be constructed in conjunction with the substation, and JCP&L is going to the LUB for waivers.  Dr. Shey added that JCP&L’s proposed construction could affect existing structures and contaminants could impact the aquifer.
Mrs. Vaccarella added that the NJDEP should be notified of facts and comments related to wetlands and accuracy.
Further discussion and comments were heard regarding the following points.

· transformer oil, its composition and any related threats

·  use of herbicides and  pesticides with regard to clearing the property

· decibel levels and increased noise – white noise 
· ingress and egress to the site and access by the local fire department
· shielding of machinery to mitigate noise 

Dr. Shey reiterated that the role of the BOH is to address anything that impacts the health of the Township residents and he felt the BOH should prepare a general statement for submission to the LUB regarding the concerns raised tonight leaving “wiggle room” for additional concerns.  

Mr. Goyer and Ms. Masterton agreed with Dr. Shey’s comments, adding that the BOH can only address health related issues in their letter to the LUB, and the letter should not be written in an aggressive or combative manner.

Dr. Mahevich noted that JCP&L owns the right of way under the power lines and the ingress/egress to block 17 lot 2 and he questioned if JCP&L could say that the affected residents did not have access to their property.  Discussion followed regarding the matter of eminent domain.

Mr. Goyer reiterated that the BOH letter should address the following points for consideration by the LUB during the completeness hearing scheduled for 03/05/08.

· all information related to septic and potable water needs to be listed accurately and completely on the JCP&L plan prior to it being deemed complete
· all properties located within 200 feet of the proposed substation should have well and septic information listed

Mrs. Czajkowski agreed that the upcoming LUB meeting would be the appropriate venue for submission of the BOH letter.

Dr. Shey stated that he would attend the 03/05/08 LUB meeting as a representative of the BOH and present the letter during the public meeting.

Ms. Brassard was instructed to draft a letter for submission to the LUB, send it to Mr. Goyer and Ms. Masterton for review prior to distribution to the entire Board.

7.
Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Roberta A. Brassard

Board of Health Secretary
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