Tewksbury Township Historic Preservation Commission
Meeting Minutes

                                                        January 26, 2010
The meeting of the Tewksbury Township Historic Preservation Commission was called to order at 7:37 pm in the Mountainville Meeting Hall by Secretary Benson.  The members of the Commission present were Janet Clark, Michael Scheier, Karen Moriarty and Mary Elizabeth Young.  Randy Benson, the Secretary, and Dennis Bertland, the Historic Consultant, were also in attendance.  Based on the members present, a quorum was established.  
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT

Secretary Benson read the opening statement that the Commission meeting being held that evening was in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, and indicated where notices for that meeting were posted.
Nomination of Officers



Chairman

Secretary Benson opened the meeting up to nominations for Chairman for 2010.  Commissioner Clark nominated Commissioner Scheier seconded by Commissioner Young.  All members present cast a unanimous vote to elect Commissioner Scheier as the 2010 Historic Preservation Commission Chairman


Vice Chairman

Commissioner Scheier opened the meeting up to nominations for Vice Chairman for 2010.  Commissioner Clark made a motion seconded by Commissioner Scheier to nominate Commissioner Beveridge as Vice Chairman.  All members present cast a unanimous vote electing Commissioner Beveridge as Vice Chairman for 2010.

Appointments



Secretary

A motion was made by Commissioner Clark and seconded by Commissioner Young to appoint Randall Benson as Secretary for 2010.  All members present voted in favor of the motion.



Historic Preservation Consultant

A motion was made by Commissioner Clark seconded by Commissioner Young to appoint Dennis Bertland as the Historic Preservation Consultant for 2010.  All members present voted in favor of the motion.
Meeting Dates
The Commission considered Resolution 10-01 for the meeting dates for 2010.  On a motion by Commissioner Young seconded by Commissioner Clark the resolution was approved.  All four Commissioners voted in favor of the resolution.
Minutes

The minutes of December 3, 2009 were approved as submitted.  A motion was made by Commissioner Clark seconded by Commissioner Young to approve the minutes.  The following Commissioners voted in favor of the motion:  Commissioner Clark, Commissioner Moriarty and Commissioner Young. 
The minutes of December 21, 2009 were approved with one amendment.  On page 2 one line 11 under “Miscellaneous”, add “and stated they would prefer a maximum of three foot sidewalks” after the word “width”.  A motion was made by Commissioner Clark, seconded by Commissioner Scheier to approve the minutes with the correction.  The following Commissioners voted in favor of the motion: Commissioner Scheier and Commissioner Clark.  Commissioner Moriarty and Commissioner Young abstained.
Claims
The following claim was submitted for payment:
Dennis Bertland Associates – Invoice #10-70-1.1for attendance at the 12/21/09 meeting and review of application.                                                                                        $180.00

On a motion by Commissioner Clark, seconded by Commissioner Moriarty, the claim was approved as submitted.  The following Commissioners voted in favor of the motion: Commissioner Scheier, Commissioner Clark, Commissioner Moriarty and Commissioner Young.
Resolutions

The Commission considered Resolution 2009-19 for the Zion Lutheran Church.   A motion was made by Commissioner Clark seconded by Commissioner Young to approve the resolution as submitted.  The three Commissioners eligible, Commissioner Clark, Commissioner Moriarty and Commissioner Young voted in favor of the resolution.  
Correspondence

Public Participation
Mary Kalb of 6 Fox Hill Road came before the Commission to discuss the proposed JCP&L substation on Fox Hill Road.  Mrs. Kalb is a member of the Friends of Fairmount Historic District which is currently appealing the Board of Public Utilities denying the first appeal that the substation could be constructed.  Mrs. Kalb said the Township Committee had voted to not support the Friends in their new appeal to the court.  Mrs. Kalb stated the Friends would like the Historic Preservation Commission to write a letter to the Township Committee requesting they support the Friends of Fairmount in the appeal and also adopt a resolution urging the Highlands Council to hold a public hearing on the proposed screening of the substation.  Debbie Close of 5 Hollow Brook Road was also present and wanted to submit documents that she felt would help the Commission understand some of the issues associated with the substation.  The first document was the minutes of the Land Use Board of February 18, 2009 when the Land Use Board adopted the resolution to deny the JCP&L substation.  She also provided a Power Point print out of the screening challenge at the proposed substation that was marked as A-1.  It also had some photographs that were computer generated images of what the substation would look like with the proposed wall that had now been added to the screening plan.  The last photograph was of a substation in the Dallas Fort Worth Texas area with a twelve foot tall brick wall and wrought iron gates to show that, even with a twelve foot wall it would not screen the substation completely. Mrs. Close provided two more exhibits, A-2 and A-3, consisting of photographs of different substation sites in New Jersey, pointing out the lack of screening at most places and she also noted that many substations are located in an industrial or commercial area and not residential.  Mrs. Kalb stated the intent of their presentation to the Commission was to have the Commission adopt a resolution urging the Highlands Council to hold a public hearing on the screening plan of the substation and also request the Township Committee reconsider joining the Friends of Fairmount Historic District in the appeal of the BPU’s decision to approve the substation.  On a motion by Commissioner Clark, seconded by Commissioner Scheier to adopt Resolution # 2010-01 urging the Highlands Council to hold a public hearing on a weekday evening in Tewksbury Township to receive comments from the community on the proposed JCP&L electrical substation screening plan.  The vote to adopt the resolution was unanimous with the following Commissioners voting in favor of the motion: Commissioner Scheier, Commissioner Clark, Commissioner Moriarty and Commissioner Young.
Dennis Bertland stated that the Commission might also want to send a copy to Dan Saunders of the New Jersey State Historic Preservation Office as well as everyone else on the service list that had been provided.  Mr. Bertland said that, given the circumstances surrounding the substation, Mr. Saunders may reconsider whether the substation is exempt from a Section 106 review.  The Commission agreed and instructed the Secretary to send Mr. Saunders a copy of the resolution.
Miscellaneous 
The Commission discussed the proposed sidewalk project in Oldwick.  Hillary Prouty of 11 Church Street was present and wanted to bring to the Commission’s attention the original grant proposal was only for sidewalk improvements along Main Street and did not include and side streets.  Ms. Prouty said she had a copy of the original proposal and could provide the Commission members with a copy.  Ms. Prouty also stated she had a copy of April 2009 Township Committee meeting minutes where the Mayor stated there would be a public hearing on the sidewalks which has not been done to date.  Andy Popp of 17 Williams Street addressed the Commission and stated he did not see the need to put sidewalks along Church Street and felt if it was done along Church Street that it may lead to new sidewalks being installed on other side streets in Oldwick and take away from the character of Oldwick.  Debbie Close of 5 Hollow Brook Road addressed the Commission.  Mrs. Close said she used to be a resident of Oldwick before she moved to her current home and said the lack of sidewalks actually helps keep the rural character of Oldwick and she supports Ms. Prouty in her concerns of the need for sidewalk improvements.  Commissioner Scheier said that he and Commissioner Beveridge had walked the area of the proposed sidewalks and came up with two scenarios.  
1. The sidewalk improvements could be done with some revisions based on the physical conditions. 
2. Repair or reset the existing stone on Main Street and replace the brick portion of 

            the sidewalk with bluestone or slate.  Repair the cement portion of the sidewalk 

            with new, untinted concrete.  Do not do any work on Church Street.

The Commission discussed and agreed with the second scenario and said a letter should be drawn up to give to the Township Committee the Historic Preservation Commission’s recommendations.  Commissioner Scheier stated he would draft a letter.
Adjournment
There being no further business to come before the Commission, a motion was made by Commissioner Clark and seconded by Commissioner Moriarty to adjourn the meeting.  A voice vote was taken and all of the Commission members present voted in favor of adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 pm.

Respectfully submitted

Randall Benson 
Secretary, Historic Preservation Commission
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