TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

AUGUST 27, 2010 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a special session on the above date at the Police Administration Building. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 AM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor Robert Hoffman Jr. presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members Peter Melick, Shaun Van Doren and William Voyce.

Dana Desiderio attended via telephone connection.

Jesse Landon, Township Administrator and Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk were in attendance.

There were approximately three members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Hoffman.
2.
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
3.
Public Participation
Hank Klumpp expressed concern with the action taken by a former Township Committee with regard to designating the Township as being in the Highlands Preservation/Planning areas.  He noted that large land owners were never compensated for their loss when the Highlands Act took effect.

Discussion followed regarding past Resolutions adopted by the Committee and how today’s action would not have any bearing on opting in.

Mr. Klumpp opined that the Highlands Council is made up of good people, but the farmers and large lot owners in the State have suffered because of the Act.

Further comments were made regarding COAH, S1 and a recent meeting held with members of the Highlands Council and area Mayors.
Basil Hone was advised to fill out an OPRA request form to review the Housing Element and Fair Share Plan as submitted by Mr. Banisch.

4. 
Actions to be taken
· Ordinance Introduction

This Ordinance was introduced at an earlier meeting, but the Public Hearing was not held.  The Ordinance is being re-introduced.

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to introduce Ordinance #07-2010, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Hoffman, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

The Public Hearing is scheduled for 09/14/10.

ORDINANCE 07-2010

AN ORDINANCE TO CANCEL THE BALANCE FROM ORDINANCE  #08-2009 ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE TO FUND THE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE OLDWICK SEWER” TO THE OLDWICK SEWER UTILITY FUND
# # # 
· Consent Agenda


In response to a question from Mr. Van Doren, Mr. Landon stated that he would question the CFO to ascertain if the monies for payment to Courter, Kobert & Cohen for the Crimi PIG application should come from the open space fund.
Mayor Hoffman requested that the authorization to have the Clerk sign the application for OFC membership application for Gene Buterbaugh be removed from the Consent Agenda.

Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of the Consent Agenda as amended, seconded by Mr. Voyce.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Hoffman, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #86-2010

TAX REFUND

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to make the following payments for the refund of 2010 tax.

Block 
Lot

Name





Year

Amount

27
148.02

Ambassador Farms LLC

2010


5,300.17



PO Box 115




Oldwick, NJ  08858

_____________________

Robert M. Hoffman, Jr.

Mayor

MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO 
ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA

Dr. Voyce made a motion authorizing the Clerk to sign the OFC membership application for Gene Buterbaugh, seconded by Mr. Van Doren. The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Abstain:  Hoffman, Melick.

· Authorization to have Clerk sign OFC membership application for Gene Buterbaugh

· Resolution #85-2010

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to adopt Resolution #85-2010, seconded by Ms. Desiderio.
Mr. Van Doren noted corrections to the Resolution as presented; specifically with regard to addressing all concerns as noted in the Resolution adopted on 12/09/09.  Mr. Landon noted that the draft Resolution was reviewed by Mr. Selvaggi and Mr. Banisch and they agreed with its form.

A grammatical correction was noted in point #1.

Mr. Van Doren expressed concern with the language in point #3, adding the he felt that the Highlands Council would continue to exist and function as opposed to COAH, which may disappear.  He added that he did not want COAH to be the driver with regard to individual municipalities.

The above noted motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Desiderio, Hoffman, Melick, Voyce.  Nays:  Van Doren.
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COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION # 85-2010 

RESOLUTION ENDORSING THE ADOPTED THIRD ROUND

HIGHLANDS HOUSING PLAN ELEMENT AND FAIR SHARE PLAN

AND PETITIONING THE NEW JERSEY COUNCIL ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING

FOR SUBSTANTIVE CERTIFICATION

WHEREAS, the Tewksbury Township Land Use Board did consider and hold a public hearing on a proposed Third Round Housing Element and Fair Share Plan at a meeting of said Land Use Board held on June 2, 2010, and did on that date adopt two Third Round Housing Plan Elements and Fair Share Plans; and

WHEREAS, the Tewksbury Township Land Use Board adopted one plan entitled the “COAH Housing Plan Element and Fair Share Plan” that did not contemplate the Township opting into the Highlands Regional Master Plan and a second plan entitled “Highlands Housing Element Plan” which did contemplate the Township agreeing to opt into the Highlands Regional Master Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Land Use Board proceeded in such a manner, because the Township Committee on December 8, 2009, adopted Resolution No. 142-2009 and submitted a Petition for Plan Conformance to the Highlands Council; however, the Township did not then or has it yet formally and legally conformed to the Highlands Regional Master Plan nor will it do so until the Highlands Council addresses certain concerns expressed in the aforesaid Resolution; and

WHEREAS, the Tewksbury Township Land Use Board further included a disclaimer preserving the Township’s right to rescind the Highlands Housing Plan Element and Fair Share Plan if the Township Committee chose not to conform the Township’s Master Plan and Zoning ordinances to the Highlands Regional Master Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Tewksbury Township Land Use Board has recommended that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury endorse either or both Third Round Housing Plan Elements and Fair Share Plans and submit same to the New Jersey Council on Affordable Housing (COAH) along with a resolution petitioning COAH for substantive certification of the Third Round Housing Element and Fair Share Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, desires to petition the New Jersey Council on Affordable Housing (COAH) for substantive certification of the Third Round Housing Element and Fair Share Plan;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, as follows:


1.
The Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury does hereby endorse the Third Round Highlands Housing Plan Element and Fair Share Plan as adopted by the Land Use Board on June 2, 2010;  

2.
The Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury does hereby petition COAH for substantive certification of the Highlands Housing Plan Element and Fair Share Plan as adopted by the Land Use Board on June 2, 2010 to address Tewksbury Township's Third Round affordable housing obligation and 

3. The Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury does hereby reserve the right to resubmit for substantive certification using the COAH housing plan element should the Township not decide to conform its Master Plan and Zoning ordinances to the Highlands Regional Master Plan.  

4.
The Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury does hereby direct that a copy of this resolution shall be submitted to COAH immediately, along with a copy of the adopted Third Round Highlands Housing Plan Element and Fair Share Plan and any other materials required by COAH in connection with a petition for substantive certification; and 


5.
Notice of the petition for substantive certification of Tewksbury's Third Round Housing Element and Fair Share Plan shall be given within seven (7) days of notification from COAH's Executive Director that Tewksbury's petition for substantive certification is complete; said notice shall appear in a newspaper of general circulation throughout the County and shall be served upon all interested parties as required at N.J.A.C. 5:95-3.7.

_____________________

Robert M. Hoffman, Jr.

Mayor

5.         Township Committee Comments

Mr. Van Doren questioned the matter between Washington and Tewksbury Townships regarding the overdue payment for fuel.  Mr. Landon stated that the Committee decided at an earlier meeting to convene a meeting with the Finance subcommittee to discuss billing going forward, but the matter with Washington township was considered closed.  Mr. Melick and Mayor Hoffman agreed.
Mr. Landon noted a telephone call he received from Senator Oroho’s office requesting a site walk at the proposed JCP&L substation.  Once final plans are made, two Committee members may attend if interested.

6.
Executive Session

At   7:20 AM Mr. Melick moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Hoffman, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #87-2010
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Contract Negotiations and Land Acquisition.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.

_____________________

Robert M. Hoffman, Jr.

Mayor

7.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 AM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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