TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
June 8, 2009

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:40 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Greg Storms, Mario Colitti, Tom Schroth, Miriam Murphy and Mary Ace arrived at 7:50 p.m.
Absent:  Bruce Mackie and Laurence Malloy
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 14, 2009.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Teasdale opened the meeting up to the public.  There being no public comment Mr. Teasdale closed the public portion of the meeting.  
MINUTES
The minutes of May 11, 2009 were approved by motion of Mr. Storms and seconded by Mr. Colitti.  All were in favor.

CORRESPONDENCE:

A motion to acknowledge receipt of the following list of correspondence was made by Mrs. Murphy and seconded by Mr. Storms.  All were in favor.  

· Notice from PSEG dated May 11, 2009 regarding public service electric and gas company overhead electric transmission rights of way maintenance application for re-issuance of statewide general permit #1- NJDEP LURP File:  0000-02-0013.2

· Memo’s from Shana L. Goodchild regarding LUB public hearings for Block 12, Lots 32 & 33 and Block 27, Lot 146 (application material included).

· Hunterdon County Soil Conservation District Notices for:

a. Todd Agricultural Field Reclamation – Block 38, Lot 14 (2 notices)

b. Albano Lot – Block 14, Lot 25.02

DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Status of ERI 
Mr. Teasdale noted that after the Highlands presentation to the Township Committee there was acknowledgement that the Township must submit updated information by June 30th.  The data disk for that Module went from Ms. Goodchild’s office to Mr. Banisch’s office.  Mr. Teasdale explained that Debbie Kratzer did all of the ERI work locally and felt that she should complete the information to be returned to the Highlands.  There was some back and forth with Mr. Banisch and he was happy to turn it over to Ms. Kratzer and she is currently working on that information to be returned to the Highlands.  

· Update on E.C. Liaisons to other Boards/Committees (eg. Forest Advisory Board, Pascale Advisory Committee and Land Use Board)
Mrs. Murphy explained that the Forest Advisory Board is still involved with the watering of trees from Arbor Day.  She explained that the Oldwick Fire Company offered to water the plantings in the Oldwick Fields and at Christie Hoffman Park; they are able to drive their brush truck into both places, which is helpful.  The Scouts are taking care of Fairmount North and the Cub Scouts and Brownies are taking care of Pascale.  Mrs. Murphy noted that there are a lot of housekeeping things to do after the celebration however the trees appear to be doing well.  Mrs. Murphy noted that the State will be taking the water bags back after a year and she does not have any funding for replacement bags (approx. $15 per bag).  Mr. Teasdale suggested that the Commission put an article in the Times of Tewksbury for donations for bags.  Mr. Storms questioned the Commission’s budget but Mr. Teasdale explained that the Commission’s budget does not include money to replace the bags.  Mrs. Murphy reported that although it did not come officially from the Township the Dept. of Public Works put a lot of money into the project.  Mr. Storms noted that when bags are needed in a year he would talk to the Township Committee members; he felt that $1500 or $2000 was a minimal amount for the Township.  Mr. Teasdale opined that if the Environmental Commission, Forest Advisory Board and Pascale Advisory Committee went to the Township Committee they may recognize the resource that may be lost for lack of water.  Mr. Teasdale asked Mrs. Murphy to remind the Commission several months before the State is set to reclaim the bags so that the groups can make an appeal to the Township Committee.  
Mr. Storms had nothing to report on the Pascale Advisory Committee.

Mr. Mackie was absent and therefore there was nothing to report from the Land Use Board.
· Report on outcome of 2009 water testing program
Mr. Teasdale indicated that he would call Mr. Mackie to find out if he could get some data for the next meeting.  

· Invasive Species

Mr. Teasdale noted that approximately a year ago an invasive species strike team was assembled through a grant to attack invasive species in central New Jersey.  They had put together lots of people from various places and organizations and Tewksbury Township was one of those organizations.  The Township Committee permitted the participation.  There is now a Central Jersey Invasive Species Strike Team Memorandum of Understanding which Mr. Teasdale indicated he would forward to the Commission.  Mr. Teasdale noted that they have tackled some areas noting that there was some work done on the Lance property on Fox Hill Road; the Tewksbury Land Trust removed all of the invasive species in the creek bed and planted warm season grasses.  The Tewksbury Land Trust is working to remove some invasive species on the Christmas Tree Farm on Saw Mill Road. 

· Land Use Board Applications

Mr. Teasdale noted that the two (2) applications forwarded to the Commission for review will be heard on July 1, 2009.  

Block 12, Lots 32 & 33 – Philhower Road, Vilenchik

The consensus of the Commission was that there wasn’t anything for the Commission to comment on.  
Block 27, Lot 146 – Hill and Dale Road, Borghese
Mr. Teasdale recommended that a letter be written to the Land Use Board which states that the Environmental Commission agrees that the riding ring is a structure and that setbacks and impervious coverage should be met.  Mr. Storms disagreed that the riding ring is considered impervious.  He agreed that it should conform to the setbacks.  Mr. Storms opined that it should be removed and conform with setbacks.  Mr. Schroth noted that the coverage being requested is slightly more than double what is permitted and felt it was a significant request. 
· Miscellaneous 

Water Testing Samples – Ms. Ace noted that she and Frances Spann have been discussing the sampling and they want to recommend only three (3) sites.  Ms. Ace gave a brief history of the project for those members that were not familiar with the testing.  
Mrs. Murphy asked about the letter from the Hunterdon County Soil Conservation District regarding the Todd property.  Mr. Teasdale opined that there was a field that went fallow and the Todd’s want to reclaim the farm field.  

Mr. Colitti noted that he attended the Township Committee meeting where Eileen Swan gave the highlands presentation and asked if the Environmental Commission plans to write a letter to the Township Committee recommending that they strongly consider opting in.  Mr. Teasdale opined that a decision is not in the near future and he suggested that the Commission wait until the COAH numbers are produced and also that the ERI is filed with the Highlands.  Mr. Schroth suggested keeping an eye on what the neighboring townships do in terms of opting in or out.  
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the Commission adjourned at 8:46 p.m. by motion of Mr. Storms and seconded by Mrs. Murphy.  All were in favor.  

Respectfully submitted,

Shana L. Goodchild

Land Use Administrator
