September 24, 2007
The Tewksbury Township Agricultural Advisory Committee met at 6:40 pm on the above date at the Mountainville Meeting Hall 60 Water Street, Mountainville.

Members present were:  Shaun C. Van Doren, chairman, Theodore G. Koven and Terrence McNamara.   Member Laurence Ross was absent and there is one vacancy.
Mr. Van Doren read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement indicating the meeting was noticed by the Township Clerk on September 7, 2007.

CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was received:

1. The Fall issue of Farmland Preservation News;

2. A memo dated August 13, 2007 from Susan Craft, SADC Ex. Director regarding proposed new rules on Commercial Nonagricultural Activities and Personal Wireless Service Facilities.
3. A letter dated September 12, 2007 with a Farmland Preservation Agreement for the Tauber Farm, Block 20 Lot 2 in Tewksbury and Block 63 Lot 31 in Washington Township.
4. Notice from the CADB on a meeting on the draft County Farmland Preservation Plan on October 11, 2007.

MINUTES

Mr. Koven made a motion to approve the regular session minutes of July 5, 2007, seconded by Mr. McNamara.  AYES:  3, NAYS: 0.
STATUS OF PENDING FARMLAND APPLICATIONS

Mr. Van Doren reviewed the status of the various applications as reported by Shana Goodchild, Land Use Administrator:

Young

The Township continues to work on an easement language issue with the Young’s.

Kneser

The survey and title work is complete; a closing is anticipated in the coming weeks.

Storms

Some issues are being addressed by the Storms’ that came up during a title search.

Crimi/Serenity Hills Farm

Block 3, Lots 4.01, 4.02 & 34 & Block 4, Lot 4.02 thru 4.14, 4.16 & Barclay Rd.


Acreage of proposed easement - 307 ac.

Certified Value - $22,000 per acre

Negotiations between the landowner and Township have been ongoing although the CV has been rejected by Mr. Crimi.

Koebel

Teresa Koebel and Gregory Simmons

Block 38, Lot 4.01

Acreage for Easement – 26.8

Certified Value – not issued.  SADC currently reviewing appraisals.  

Appraisal No. 1 – $26,500 per acre; Appraisal No. 2 - $24,500 per acre
Vernon

The Township Attorney is working on a revised Deed of Easement for signature by the current owner, as per the SADCs request.

Eliot B. Stewart & James C. Brady

Block 50, Lot 1

Acreage of proposed easement - 18.60 acres

Certified Value - $15,000 per acre

Application was on July 26, 2007 SADC agenda for final approval but was pulled due to State funding issue

James C. Brady, JCB Trust

Block 50, Lot 1.01 

Acreage of proposed easement - 29.25 acres

Certified Value - $13,000 per acre

Application was on July 26, 2007 SADC agenda for final approval but was pulled due to State funding issue.

Tauber

Contracts were signed and returned; SADC to order title search and schedule a closing.
Tewksbury Associates (Von Culin) 

Acreage of proposed easement – 56.482

Certified Value - Appraisals are not back from appraisers

Melick

Robert J Melick, Audrey E. Melick, Doris Craig, Evelyn Melick

Acreage of proposed easement - 46.5

Certified Value – Appraisals are not back from appraisers

NEW FARMLAND PRESERVATION PLAN
Mr. Van Doren reviewed the new guidelines and rules for Farmland Preservation Plans (FPP) and Funding Applications.  He has contacted SADC staff, who are to provide a review of the Township’s current (FPP) and guidance on where the new plan needs to focus.  The draft plan is due December 15, 2007 and there must be a meeting by the Land Use Board (LUB) prior to submittal so that the Master Plan can be amended to include the updated FPP.  Planners Clarke Caton Hintz (CCH) will need to be contacted to work on the Plan as they prepared the current FPP that exists in the Master Plan.  Mr. Van Doren will bring up at the next LUB meeting to seek approval for CCH to begin work.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:25 pm.

Shaun C. Van Doren
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