TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
DECEMBER 10, 2007
MOUNTAINVILLE
 

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met for a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present were:  Chris Teasdale, Chairman, Ms. Murphy, Ms. Frey (arrived at 7:44 p.m.), Mr. Mackie, Mr. Malloy, Dr. Robins, Mr. Schroth and Mr. Colitti (arrived at 8:30 p.m.). 
Absent Was:  Mary Ace.
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 24, 2007.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Teasdale asked the audience if there was anything they’d like to discuss which was not on the agenda to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he closed the public portion of the session.  

MINUTES
· October 15, 2007
Chairman Teasdale asked if there were any questions or comments regarding the October 15, 2007 minutes to which the response was negative.  Dr. Robins made a motion to approve the October 15, 2007 minutes and Ms. Murphy seconded that motion.  All were in favor.  

· November 12, 2007

Chairman Teasdale asked if there were any questions or comments regarding the November 12, 2007 minutes to which the response was negative.  Therefore, he asked the Commission for a motion in which Mr. Malloy made a motion to approve the November 12, 2007 minutes and Mr. Mackie seconded that motion.  Chairman Teasdale noted that Dr. Robins did not move the close of the meeting that that Mr. Mackie made that motion.  Ms. Frey also had additional comments regarding corrections to the minutes which she stated she would forward to Ms. McCarthy.  Mr. Mackie made a motion to accept the November 12, 2007 minutes as amended and Ms. Murphy seconded that motion.  All were in favor.        
CORRESPONDENCE:

1) A letter dated December 1, 2007 from ANJEC regarding 2008 Planning Grants for NJ Municipalities and Counties.

2) A NJDEP Freshwater Averaging Plan request dated November 15, 2007 regarding JCP&L, Block 17, Lot 2.

3) A highlands exemption dated November 28, 2007 from the Department of Environmental Protection regarding Block 16, Lot 6.03.

4) A letter dated November 6, 2007 from the South Branch Watershed Association regarding 2007 watershed activities.

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MATTERS
· Status Report on Environmental Resources Inventory 
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the status report on the Environmental Resources Inventory.  He provided the Commission with copies of a CD containing the draft Environmental Resources Inventory (ERI).  He asked the Commission what they thought would be an appropriate process to review the ERI as well as whether they would have time to review the documentation prior to the next meeting.  Referring to terms, he stated that the Commission should act under the assumption that everyone will continue therefore he would like for all of the members to review the ERI.  He stated that the 2nd Monday of January is the 14th of January and stated that they could meet on a different day in January if they weren’t ready to provide comment.  The Commission expressed concern regarding new appointments not being made in the beginning of the year to which Chairman Teasdale stated he would contact Dr. Voyce and request that the appointments be made at the reorganization meeting so the Commission could continue with their work on the ERI.  Mr. Schroth asked if there were verbal descriptions for the charts to which Chairman Teasdale responded that they weren’t available as of yet but he assumed that Ms. Kratzer would be providing them.  Ms. Frey suggested that the ERI be compared with the Master Plan as well.  Ms. Murphy referred to the Scenic Roads and stated that she received the Scenic Roads list, however, did not receive a map.  She further stated that there was a notebook which had detailed descriptions of the roads as well as mapping.  She added that she would find out whether the mapping was available to review.  Dr. Robins suggested that the Commission review the document and then determine whether it could be divided and who should review it to which Chairman Teasdale responded that he agreed.  Mr. Schroth asked if the Commission would receive hard copies of the Master Plan to which Mr. Mackie responded that the Master Plan was available online.  Ms. Frey expressed concern regarding downloading the document as it’s extensive.  
Chairman Teasdale stated that the Commission would review the plan and in January they would determine whether they could divide the ERI into sections for each member to review.  Mr. Mackie stated that if the Commission had questions in the interim they could forward them and have Ms. Kratzer review those questions prior to January to which Chairman Teasdale responded that he agreed.      

· Highlands Update
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the Highlands update.    Ms. Frey stated that the draft was released on November 19th and there will be a 90 day comment period.  She stated that she was unsure of when the final release would be issued.  She stated that there would be three public hearings on February 6th, 11th and 13th.  She added that she was unsure of the final comment date for the draft.  Chairman Teasdale asked if Tewksbury would receive a copy of the draft plan to which Ms. Frey responded that she believed the Council was making copies for all municipalities.  She stated that she could provide the Commission with a copy if requested to which Chairman Teasdale responded that he assumed that Mr. Hintz would be reviewing the document and providing comments on behalf of the Township.  He added that the Commission would review the draft plan if requested to do so by the Township Committee or Land Use Board.      

· Pascale Ad Hoc Committee – update.
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the Pascale Ad Hoc Committee update.  Ms. Murphy stated that there was a meeting on November 27th to help develop a plan for implementing the Pascale report that was accepted by the Township in 2004.  She stated that the Township said they would take the plan under advisement.  She further added that they will probably place the responsibility of the plan under the Commission or the Parks Committee.  She noted that there probably wouldn’t be any decision by the Township in terms of the work until after the New Year.  Ms. Frey stated that the Township was concerned whether the Environmental Commission supported the plan and suggested that the Commission draft a letter endorsing the plan to the Township.  She added that she didn’t think the Commission wanted to take on the responsibility of the plan as they were very busy with their agendas.  Ms. Murphy stated that the letter could endorse the action without saying that Commission would take charge.  Chairman Teasdale stated that he felt the studies, i.e. ERI, could be done and then they could focus on maintenance and action.  He stated that that he felt the next step was to get the work done.  He added that he wasn’t opposed to the Commission managing a group that’s function was to continue work on the plan.         
· Utilities – New Information regarding clear cutting.
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding an update on new information with respect to clear cutting.  Ms. Murphy stated that she spoke with Trout Unlimited who were appalled by the clear cutting along Route 517.  She stated that they told her that the DOT was going to reroute Route 206 and because of the Flanders Brook being in the way they got the State to reroute the stream.  She recommended that the Township be vigilant and forceful and press with regard to the clear cutting the utilities have done.  She added that she placed an article in the Times of Tewksbury informing residents of when the utilities were planning to cut.  She stated that Trout Unlimited offered to help regarding protecting the stream if needed.   
· Rockaway Creek – Possible joint meeting of Commission and Land Use Board to hear from parties working on project.
Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding the Rockaway Creek and a possible joint meeting of the Commission and Land Use Board to hear from parties working on the project.  Dr. Robins stated that he and Ms. Murphy felt it was best to have two representatives describe the scientific aspects as well the interface regarding the project.  Ms. Murphy stated that the project is going to go on for two years; however, it may be useful as the Township develops a new version of the Master Plan.  Chairman Teasdale asked if there was any discussion regarding updates to the Master Plan to which Mr. Mackie responded in the negative.  Ms. Frey stated that she didn’t feel that they should get involved with the Master Plan revisions until the ERI was in hand.  Dr. Robins stated that they would have more information after their next meeting.

· Global Warming Correspondence
Chairman Teasdale stated that he forwarded correspondence to the Commission from URWA regarding global warming.  Ms. Murphy stated that if the Township wanted to promote something similar they would need to implement some sort of education program.  Chairman Teasdale stated that he informed the person in charge of the project he would forward it to the Commission for their review; however, he wasn’t pushing the idea at this time.  He added that the greatest thing the Township does is preserve land and the more they could do to support that the better.      
Land Use Board Matters
· Update on Land Use Board matters

Chairman Teasdale announced the discussion regarding an update on Land Use Board matters.  Mr. Mackie stated that the Board heard concerns from residents and RANPI regarding the upcoming JCP&L substation application which is going to be heard by the Land Use Board on January 3rd.  He explained that they were asking that the completeness determination be postponed in order for them to have time to organize their issues.  He added that the Board informed them that the completeness hearing would be on the 3rd and that they should come and voice their concerns at that time.  He added that the Commission would shortly receive a set of plans for the application.  

Chairman Teasdale stated that there was an application for a cooking facility in a pool house and that a Commission member could review it if they were interested.  He also stated that additional revised materials were available for the Cingular application.   

Mr. Mackie stated that final approval was received for the Oldwick Animal Hospital contingent upon the Letter of Interpretation from the NJDEP.  Mr. Colitti stated that he was reviewing an application for an addition and decking on the rear of the property.  Ms. Frey asked if trees were proposed to be removed to which Mr. Colitti responded in the negative.  
Chairman Teasdale announced that Dr. Robins scheduled a meeting regarding the stream crossing on February 23rd regarding the stream crossing project.  

ADJOURNMENT
As there was no other business to consider, the meeting was adjourned by a motion of Dr. Robins and seconded by Mr. Malloy at 8:53 p.m.
 

Respectfully submitted,
Bonnie McCarthy

Environmental Commission Secretary
