TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP PARKS COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES

February 22, 2007

Meeting Called to Order at 7:42 p.m.

As the February 14, 2007 Parks meeting was canceled and rescheduled for today. Mr. Becker read the 48-hour notice into the public record.

Roll Call and Declaration of a Quorum

Attending:

David Barnes

Robert Becker, Chairman

Thomas Murphy

Carmen Natale

Rolf Margenau


Absent:  Jeff Fenton, Sheldon Kay(Secretary)

Minutes from Prior Meeting(s) dated: January 10 2007

No amendments or changes.  Motion to approve and forward to Township by: Mr. Margenau; Seconded: Mr. Murphy  Vote: Unanimous approval
Correspondence

from Township Committee


None

from General Public:

In response to a request in December 2006 made by Committee-member Kenyon regarding the naming of Town Parks for individuals, Ms. Nancy Held, via email to Parks Committee, proposed a method for memorializing individuals that have contributed their time and effort to the township. Her letter is attached.  The Parks Committee held discussion and her idea was warmly received.  A motion was made to thank Ms. Held for her comments Discussion was tabled until the April meeting to seek guidance and parameters from the Township committee.

 
Motion by: Mr. Natale
Seconded: Mr. Margenau

Vote: Yea: 5

Nay: 0

Abstain: None

Old Business

Proposed change in Open Space Tax


Mr. Fenton was absent and the additional detail and documentation he was to provide on this subject will be on the next meeting agenda.

Status of Parks Mission Statement from Township Committee

It was agreed that the Township would be asked to respond to our proposed Mission Statement submitted last year.  Mr. Becker to contact Mr. Landon.

TTA-Horse Pens at Christie Hoffman

The TAA will be contacted to clarify the maintenance and location of the proposed horse pens.  This remains open from the January meeting.

New Business

Rotation of meeting minutes responsibility

The committee discussed and agreed to the following individuals recording and drafting the required meeting minutes on the 2007 months listed:

February, Mr. Becker; March, Mr. Barnes; April, Mr. Fenton; May, Mr. Kay; June, Mr. Margenau; July, Mr. Murphy; September, Mr. Natale; October, Mr. Barnes; December, Mr. Becker.

 Motion by: Mr. Natale

Seconded: Mr. Margenau

Vote: Unanimous

Garden State Preservation Trust Fund
Mr. Murphy explained the program with the help of Mr. Barnes.  The program is running out of state funds and it was recommended that the Parks Committee recommend to the Township Committee that a Resolution passed and sent to the State of New Jersey in support of continued funding of this program.

Motion by: Mr. Barnes

Seconded: Mr. Margenau

Vote: Unanimous
Amending the name of Pottersville Park

An oversight was brought to our attention by the public, communicated to and through Mr. Barnes, regarding the naming of Block 7, Lots 13,13,03 and 2, known also as Pottersville Preserve.  The correct name should be Pottersville Reservoir Preserve.  A motion was made to request the Township to amend Resolution #42-2007 recognizing these Town lands as Pottersville Reservoir Preserve.

Motion by: Mr. Natale

Seconded: Mr. Margenau

Vote: Yea: 4

Nay:None
Abstain: Mr. Barnes
Back To Nature/Mr. A.Sblendorio

Mr. Becker reviewed a meeting with Mr. Sblendorio held on 19-February at Mr. Sblendorio’s request whereby asked to meet regarding his discussions on possible improvements in Pascale Park and share highlights of a presentation he made to some members of the Township Committee and Mr. Landon.  Mr. Becker invited Mr. Sblendorio to review his ideas and present at a regular Parks meeting.  Mr. Sblendorio shared that he was providing this only for information and offered to provide the presentation and meet with any member of the parks committee during business hours.  Mr. Sblendorio shared that he may be involved with developing the Belle Mead property and wanted to act in a forthright manner and may be limited in how he can contribute further.  He invited any member of the Parks committee to meet with him by contacting his office to learn more. Most of the committee expressed an interest in doing so and will contact him.  It was agreed that all meetings were to gather information and that no representation should be made that we will act on any ideas.  Each member of the committee also agreed to provide a verbal report to the committee at the next scheduled Parks meeting and to provide any material collected from Mr. Sblendorio to the full committee.

Representation of the Committee

Discussion was held and it was re-affirmed that the Parks Committee would specifically authorize any member of the committee to represent the Parks committee to any event or organization.  Further, the Parks committee authorized the following individuals to represent the committee and report their findings, when required, at the earliest available time thereafter:

· Mr. Murphy, Tree Planting Conference, Roseland, NJ

· Mr. Margenau will attend the next Environmental Committee meeting

· Mr. Barnes, represent Parks at Arbor Day ceremonies in Town

· Mr. Barnes, speak with Ms. Popelko at Tewksbury school about status of Deer Exclosure.

· Mr. Becker was authorized to draft a paragraph of Parks events for Mr. DiMare to publish in Township newsletter.

Motion by: Mr. Margenau

Seconded: Mr. Natale

Vote: Yea: 5

Nay:None
Abstain: None
Park Usage Applications

The following PUA’s were reviewed and discussed. A motion was made to approve the PUA’s with a vote taken for all:

14-July
Family Movie Night, CHF Park (evening)

15-July
Tewksbury Historical Society & Trail Association’s Annual Barn Tour

11-August
Family Movie Night, CHF Park (evening)

8- September
Family Movie Night, CHF Park (evening)
9-September
Tewksbury Trail Pace, CHF Park

27-October
Annual Bark in the Park, (rain date: 28 Oct)
Motion by: Mr. Natale

Seconded: Mr. Margenau

Vote: Yea: 5

Nay: None
Abstain: None
A decision on the Park Usage Application for the Tewksbury Harvest Festival was postponed pending review with DPW.

A decision on the Park Usage Application for the Tewksbury 5-Miler was postponed pending review with DPW.

Community Forestry Management Plan

Mr. Barnes discussed the benefits of the Community Forestry plan and that it is up for renewal.  The committee agreed there is benefit in maintaining a Community Forestry Plan and supports this program.  The committee recommends to the Township that all necessary steps be taken to continue in this program.

Motion by: Mr. Natale

Seconded: Mr. Murphy

Vote: Unanimous approval

2007 Budget Priorities for Parks
The committee discussed and agreed on the following priorities for submission to the Township Committee as part of the Parks 2007 budget.  In priority order, they are:

1) Parks: Movie rental nights, Bark in The Park, $2,500

2) Camping area at Fairmount Park fund the grading and cleanup of (budget per JLandon)

3) Build children’s playground (Tot-lot) at CHF Park (same budget as at Oldwick Tot lot)

Additional Discussion Items

1) The committee will request the Land Use Board liaison, Mr. Mennen, to attend our meeting to discuss and guide us on the available, best and preferred uses for Town open space and lands.  Mr. Becker will contact Mr. Mennen.

2) Messrs. Barnes and Murphy will research whether and how the Parks Committee might be able to plant flowering trees and shrubs at the new driveway entrance to Oldwick Fields.  The goal, as suggested by the Historic Preservation Commission through communication with Mr. Murphy, would be for randomly place the trees in the available green space rather than “ a tree-lined driveway.”  Messrs. Barnes and Murphy to contact Mr. Hull (DPW) and report back at March meeting for possible Arbor Day planting of these trees.

3) Open Space Inventory: the committee agreed to jointly work on developing a complete list of town open space and parks lands.  This inventory will note parcel size, location (GPS, Block/Lot), allowed uses or restrictions and acquisition cost.  This summary will be reviewed with LUB Liaison to get guidance on Township preferred uses with the goals that this inventory build into a Parks Plan, as a subcomponent of the Township Master Plan.  All agreed to begin gathering information and share at March meeting.
Next meeting date: March 14, 2007

Motion for adjournment made by Mr. Barnes, seconded by Mr. Margenau

Vote: Unanimous in favor
 Adjournment at 10:30 p.m.
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