TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

APRIL 26, 2011 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a work session on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor Peter Melick presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members Dana Desiderio, Louis DiMare, Shaun Van Doren and William Voyce.

Jesse Landon, Township Administrator was in attendance.

There were approximately four members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Melick.
2.
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
3.
Public Participation
Robert Flowers noted that Tewksbury is known around the world as being very beautiful and historic and stated that he would like to see as many sites in the Township be designated historic in order to retain the beauty of the Township.
George Cassa agreed with Mr. Flowers’ statements and questioned the means for designating structures and sites as historic.

4.
Actions to be Taken    
· Appointment
Chair- Pascale Advisory Committee

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to appoint Webster (Dan) Todd as the Chairman of the Pascale Advisory Committee for a one year term through 12/31/11, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

· Consent Agenda

Ms. Desiderio requested that the regular and executive session minutes of 4/12/11 be removed from the Consent Agenda.

Dr. Voyce moved adoption of the Consent Agenda as amended, seconded by Mr. Van Doren.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #54-2011

REDEMPTION OF A TAX SALE CERTIFICATE

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to make the following payments for the redemption of a tax sale certificate.

Block 
Lot

Name





CERT #
Amount

14
18.04

Tad J. Dabrowski


  
2010-01
22,000.00



329 Durham Ave.



PREMIUM




South Plainfield, NJ  07080

_____________________

Peter Melick.

Mayor

 RESOLUTION #55-2011

ARBOR DAY 2011

WHEREAS, in 1872, J. Sterling Morton proposed to the Nebraska Board of Agriculture that a special day be set aside for the planting of trees; and

WHEREAS, this holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting of more than a million trees in Nebraska; and

WHEREAS, 2011 marks the 139th Anniversary of Arbor Day, which is now observed throughout the nation and the world; and

WHEREAS, trees can reduce the erosion of our precious topsoil by wind and water, cut heating and cooling costs, moderate the temperature, clean the air, produce life-giving oxygen and provide habitat for wildlife; and

WHEREAS, trees are a renewable resource providing paper, wood for homes, fuel for fires and countless other products; and

WHEREAS, trees in our township increase property values, enhance the economic vitality of our business area and beautify our community; and

WHEREAS, wherever they are planted, trees are a source of joy and spiritual renewal; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury and the Tewksbury Township Forestry Advisory Board will hold a public celebration and tree planting at the Tewksbury Elementary School at 10:00 AM on April 29, 2011, to mark this occasion.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey hereby proclaims Friday, April 29, 2011, as the 139th Anniversary Celebration of Arbor Day, in the Township of Tewksbury, and urge all Township residents to celebrate Arbor Day and support the efforts to protect the trees and woodlands; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all citizens are urged to plant trees to gladden the heart and promote the well-being of this and future generations.

_____________________

Peter Melick.

Mayor

RESOLUTION #56-2011

TO CANCEL STALE DATED CHECKS

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to cancel the following stale dated checks.

	  Check #
	Payee
	Amount
	Issue Date

	CURRENT FUND

	#8659  
	CJTCTA 
	$100.00 
	2/12/2010

	#8660  
	CJTCTA
	  $135.00 
	2/12/2010

	
	
	
	

	GENERAL CAPITAL

	#3240 
	Treasurer, State of NJ 
	$150.00  
	7/09/2010


_____________________

Peter Melick.

Mayor

MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO 
Dr. Voyce made a motion to adopt the regular and executive session minutes of 04/12/11, seconded by Mr. Van Doren. The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Abstain: Desiderio.  

· Regular and executive session minutes of 04/12/11

· Ordinance Introduction 
06-2011
Capital Ordinance

Mr. Van Doren requested that the language in Ordinance #06-2011 be changed to the following:

There being no debt incurred for this purpose, the total sum of four hundred and fifty

thousand dollars and no cents is hereby appropriated.

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to introduce Ordinance #06-2011, seconded by Ms. Desiderio.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

The Public Hearing is scheduled for 05/10/11 at 7:30 PM.

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

 COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

ORDINANCE # 06-2011

AN ORDINANCE TO FUND ROAD IMPROVEMENTS, STORMWATER IMPROVEMENTS AND PUBLIC BUILDING AND GROUNDS IMPROVEMENTS


5.
Work Session Topics

· Historic Site Discussion

A report from Randall Benson regarding historic sites listed in the Township Master Plan was discussed.

Mr. Landon noted that monies for any work to be done related to the matter would come from the Historic Preservation Commission’s (HPC) budget and would basically be the hourly rate for Dennis Bertland.
Mr. Van Doren noted that there is grant money available through the Certified Local Government program.

Discussion followed regarding one of the sites listed on Mr. Benson’s report – the Rockaway Valley Railroad.  Mayor Melick noted that there is a house in the middle of the line and the area would not easily be identifiable.  He added that he would like inclusion in the historic designation to be voluntary and each home owner should be contacted directly.

Dr. Voyce noted that some of the 14 sites listed in Mr. Benson’s report are already designated as historic.

Mr. Van Doren noted that currently nothing triggers a property owner to come to the HPC unless their property is in an historic district.  He opined that all the property owners should be notified and asked to respond/react to the suggestion.  He stressed that the Township reserves the right to make a final choice and the protection of specific sites/landmarks is for the protection of the entire Township.

He added that the HPC will often let people do what they want with their properties with little negative consequence.

Ms. Desiderio noted that an initial survey would be helpful to determine the wishes of the affected property owners.

Discussion followed regarding item #13 The Farley Farmstead.

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to send a letter to the property owners of the sites/properties as outlined in the above noted report to determine their interest in being designated as an historic site.  The letter should list a contact person and request comments/feedback to the proposal within 30 days, seconded by Ms. Desiderio. The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.

Kurt Rahenkamp questioned the report as submitted by Clarke*Caton*Hintz.  He noted that the block and lot listing for his home is incorrect.  

He suggested that the Committee contact a realtor to determine if the property value(s) would be affected if a property were listed as historic.

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to submit an application prior to the 5/16/11 deadline for the Certified Local Government grant, seconded by Ms. Desiderio.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.

· James Street Garage
Mr. Van Doren and Mr. Dimare were recused from the following discussion.

Mr. Landon opened the discussion by stating that the Township does not need the James Street garage and the Tewksbury Historical Society (THS) is interested in utilizing the space for storage.  It was noted that the building has to remain a garage for storage, the lot is solely the building and driveway, and the structure could be tied into the Oldwick sewer and could have a well.  The idea is to lease or sell to a nonprofit group by Ordinance or sealed bid, as revenue for the Township would be preferred.

Mayor Melick noted that the compressor for the fire horn would remain in the garage as there is no immediate plan to move the siren to the new fire house, but to keep it in the center of the village.

Kurt Rahenkamp, President of the THS stated that there is little space for exhibiting items as most of the donated artifacts are in the vault in Mountainville.  He added that the James Street garage will need a new roof, which could cost over $5000.00 and the THS has funds available for this repair.  He added that the THS would like to keep the current office space in Mountainville, but acknowledged that this may not be a possibility in the future.

Discussion followed as to whether to draft an agreement for lease or auction or draft a long term lease per Mr. Selvaggi’s memo.
Mayor Melick noted that the Township should try and get the most money for the garage as it is valued at $230,000.  He added that he is comfortable with a long term lease, but cautioned that other groups (besides the THS) may have an interest in the structure who would be willing to pay.

Further discussion followed regarding how to draft the lease agreement with regard to terms and conditions and the length of lease.

Mayor Melick stressed that the garage should not be leased to a for-profit group, but rather a community oriented, nonprofit.

Mayor Melick made a motion to authorize the Township Attorney to draft an agreement for the James Street garage for the next meeting, seconded by Ms. Desiderio.   The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, Melick, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Recused:  DiMare, Van Doren.
Mr. Van Doren and Mr. Dimare returned to the meeting at this time.

· Sidewalk Bid
Mr. Landon noted that the six bids received for the Oldwick sidewalks came in lower than the Engineer’s estimate.  Adding that the grant monies of $148,500.00 are available, the remaining funds (from the grant) could be utilized to continue the sidewalks on the opposite side of Route 517 from the Oldwick ball fields to the library.

It was noted that the soft costs related to the proposed work has already been paid and no additional funds would need to be expended. 
Mr. Landon recommended that the remainder of the job be rebid for work to continue from the library to the Tewksbury Inn.  He added that the bids received were competitive and felt that the rebidding would also yield low bids.

In response to a question from Ms. Desiderio, it was stated that the sidewalks will be set in a concrete base with a bluestone top.
Mayor Melick questioned if any more input was received from residents and businesses on the west side of the County road.

Discussion followed regarding continuing the work on King Street behind the Tewksbury Inn and the general condition of the sidewalks in front of the Inn.

Mr. Landon surmised that the rehabilitated sidewalks would help with the home/business owner’s property values.

A Resolution will be prepared for the next Township Committee meeting

Ms. Desiderio noted that she would have liked to have seen the project stretch further and have more sidewalks improved.

Mr. Van Doren noted that the improved sidewalks will benefit the public at large and local businesses.
· Insurance Prohibitions for Vehicles with MG Plates

The following discussion dealt with the issue of having individuals sitting on or in rescue/fire/police vehicles and the liability related issues.  Mr. Landon stated that he spoke with NJIF and the risk manager and was advised that the Township is covered.  It was recommended that parameters be set up regarding safety issues (sitting in seat and use of seatbelts) and the riders and drivers be advised of these rules and regulations.

Discussion followed regarding the possibility of an accident to or from the (parade) site and the need to only have the individuals in municipally owned vehicles during the event.
Mayor Melick noted that the Oldwick Fire Company auctioned a fire truck ride for one adult and two children at the recent gala.

Ms. Desiderio stated that she did not feel the issue was very important and individuals should be allowed to sit in municipally owned vehicles for events.  

Mr. Landon noted that the Township provides funding to other rescue/fire companies, adding that they would also be advised of the outcome of this discussion.

It was the consensus of the Committee, based on information received from the insurance company, that common sense practices should be followed and certain members of the public be allowed to sit in/on municipally owned vehicles during public events.

6.
Township Committee Comments

Dr. Voyce noted that the fishing derby is scheduled for 4/30/11 at the Pascale Pond. 

Mr. Van Doren questioned if the following items were going to be addressed.
· A memo from Hayden Hull regarding the right of way on Hill and Dale Road.  This will be discussed at the upcoming meeting.
· A Land Use Board request to amend the DRO with regard to the Time of Application ruling.  Additional information is required prior to amending the DRO.

· Information was received regarding the change of definition of a Post Master with regard to the possible elimination of rural Post Offices.

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to have the Administrator send a letter to Congressman Lance (to forward to the Postal Service) prior to the 5/2/11 deadline stating that the Township Committee takes exception to  the closing of rural Post Offices, seconded by Mayor Melick.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

Mr. Van Doren noted correspondence received regarding an upcoming bicycle tour/race on 8/28/11.  The Gran Fondo race will be host to over 2500 riders and some will be coming through Tewksbury.
The Administrator was tasked to determine how many riders may be coming through the Township and to advise the Police department accordingly.

In response to a question from Mr. DiMare, it was stated that there is no Ordinance on the books regarding traffic control. 
The matter of Land Use Board review for review applications for structure that are not on a public street was noted.

Mayor Melick noted that the recent Oldwick Fire Company Gala was a success.
He stated that he visited Country Lane recently and did not hear any roosters crowing.  He surmised that perhaps the property owner may have gotten rid of some of the birds, adding that it is clear that they “just hate each other”.

He noted that tomorrow is the annual school board election.
7.
Executive Session

At  8:40 PM Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Ms. Desiderio.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

.  

RESOLUTION #57-2011
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Contract Negotiations and Land Acquisition.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.

_____________________

Peter Melick.

Mayor

8.
Reconvened
The meeting reconvened at 9:10 PM.

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to authorize the signing of a professional services agreement not to exceed $2000.00 as outlined in Executive Session, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  
Mr. Van Doren made a motion to have the Administrator contact the property owner of the property discussed in Executive Session and advise them that the Township would be interested in receiving the parcel of land as a donation, seconded by Ms. Desiderio.

The motion was approved.  Ayes: Desiderio, DiMare, Melick, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

Mr. Landon was advised to proceed with the path as discussed in Executive Session regarding shared services.
9.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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