Tewksbury Township Equestrian Committee Meeting Minutes

April 18, 2006
Present:  Sally Ike, Chairman, Dana Desiderio, Vice-Chairman, Cindy Clover, Nancy Mahevich, Richard Pye

Not Present:  Don Broughton

Noting that a quorum was present, Mrs. Ike brought the meeting to order at 7:40 PM.

Mrs. Ike informed the committee that, with her increased responsibilities at work, she could not continue as Chairman of the Tewksbury Equestrian Committee.  After discussion, there was agreement that Mrs. Ike would continue to serve on the committee but resign from her post as Chairman through the balance of the year.  Mrs. Desiderio, as Vice-Chairman, will become Chairman.

Approval of Minutes, February 22, 2006 - Mr. Pye made a motion that the minutes from the meeting held February 22, 2006 be approved.  Mrs. Clover seconded the motion.  There was no discussion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Role of the Equestrian Committee – Mrs. Ike reported that she had received a phone call from Jerry Cullen (832-9432), Big Spring, to complain that a TTA representative was marking trails on private property without permission.  Mr. Cullen also expressed surprise that there are jumps in Christie Hoffman Park and concern that these jumps were dangerous and inviting a lawsuit.  Mrs. Ike assured Mr. Cullen that the jumps have been there a long time and that any liability is covered by Township insurance.  As far as the TTA marking trails, Mrs. Desiderio agreed to invite Jeff Roberts, President of TTA, to our next meeting to further address this issue.
Discussion ensued concerning the role of the Equestrian Committee in general and in particular relative to issues with TTA and with landowners who have expressed dissatisfaction with the horse community.  It was agreed that further discussion is necessary to define the role of this committee and ways to appease and educate citizens and landowners.

Welcome Basket Status - Mrs. Ike reported that the Welcome Basket Project has been handed off to the Communications Committee.  A joint meeting of the Equestrian and Communications Committees had been planned for this evening but could not be facilitated.  Mrs. Ike agreed to express this committee’s desire to retain a basket as a newcomer’s gift and include a representative from the TTA or the TEC when newcomer calls are made.

Mrs. Ike will contact Julia Low to try to reschedule a joint meeting.

Road/Trail Crossing Signs - Mr. Pye suggested that Road/Trail Crossing Signs be purchased and posted at strategic locations throughout the township.  Mr. Pye will investigate cost and procedure and report back to this committee.

Brochure Update – Mrs. Mahevich reported that she had received a call from Ken Carberry to say the Bob Thompson has completed the updated brochure.  Mrs. Mahevich and Mr. Pye will attempt to meet with Mr. Carberry and Mr. Thompson to review the brochure and invite them to present it at our next meeting.
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Jumps at Christie Hoffman Farm – Mrs. Ike reported that she spoke with Morgan Rowsell who will inspect the water jump at the park and make plans for its repair.  The work will be in conjunction with the DPW.  Mrs. Desiderio will follow up with Jess Landon and report back to the committee.

NAIS Update – The committee agreed to stay updated and observe developments on this issue.

Riding Ring at Christie Hoffman Park – The committee acknowledged and expressed appreciation for the Parks Committee’s consideration of the installation of a riding arena at Christie Hoffman Park but, after discussion, agreed that it would be costly and probably underused.  Mrs. Ike will contact Mr. Becker with our recommendation.
Mayor’s Summit - Chairs of the committees in the township met to discuss how each committee is serving the Master Plan.  Mrs. Desiderio represented this committee and spoke to the initiation of the Welcome Basket and the possibility of its being supplanted with a Notebook.  Mrs. Ike will follow up to the Communications Committee to reattempt a joint meeting to discuss this issue.

Update on Plans for Fairmount North and Hell Mountain Preserve – Mrs. Mahevich reported that, according to Jess Landon, trails at Fairmount North have been walked and tagged.  Wet areas will soon be filled with woodchips and things are looking very good.

Hell Mountain Preserve will be kept passive recreation.  There are no plans to sell it.  There were trails there at one time and Mr. Landon and the Parks Department.  People will soon walk them to see what needs doing.  He hopes trails will be cleared and marked this year, a kiosk constructed, and a drive put into the property.  He hopes to walk these as soon as the weather permits and has invited anyone from our committee who would like to join him.

2006 Meeting Schedule - It was agreed that the next meeting of the Tewksbury Equestrian Committee will be on June 28, 2006.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 PM.

Respectfully, submitted,

Mrs. Nancy Mahevich
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