TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

NOVEMBER 8, 2007 MINUTES


 The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a regular session on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor Shaun Van Doren presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members, Louis DiMare, William Mennen, George Tauber and William Voyce.  Committeeman elect Robert Hoffman was in attendance.

Jesse Landon, Township Administrator, Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk and Judith Kopen, Township Attorney were in attendance.

There were approximately six members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Van Doren.
2.
Executive Session

At 7:05 PM Mr. Tauber moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #168-2007
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Land Acquisition, Personnel, Litigation and Advice of Attorney.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.
_____________________

Shaun Van Doren

Mayor

3.
Reconvened

The meeting reconvened at 8:00 PM.

4. 
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
Congratulations were given to Dr. Voyce, Mr. Hoffman and Mr. Mennen for their recent victories at the polls.

5.
Correspondence
The Correspondence List is attached to the minutes.
Dr. Voyce requested a copy of item “q” from the correspondence list.
6.
Actions to be taken

· Authorization

Mr. Tauber made a motion authorizing the Administrator to write a letter to UCP outlining the necessary steps to be taken in order to receive a temporary certificate of occupancy for showing a model apartment, with note being made of the Township’s desire to work as a supporting partner of UCP, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

Mr. Tauber made a motion authorizing the Township Attorney to write a reply to Mr. Warren Taub regarding his letter concerning a WTMUA matter regarding Mr. Brennan-Brooks, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

Dr.  Voyce made a motion to accept the provision regarding indemnification to the AWWM amendment regarding the Pottersville Sewage Plant, seconded by Mr. Tauber.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

· Ordinance Public Hearing

Mr. Mennen made a motion to open the Public Hearing on Ordinance #15-2007, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

Ms. Brassard provided proof of publication from the 10/31/07 Hunterdon County Democrat.

In response to a question from David Barnes, Mayor Van Doren noted that Clinton Township and Califon Borough have left the existing North Hunterdon Municipal Court.  He added that the new court is negotiating a lease to remain in the same building although it may become necessary to find another, less expensive location.  Additional questions raised by Mr. Barnes dealt with the personnel proposed for the new court system, and the related costs of operation.

There being no further comments from the public, Dr. Voyce moved to close the Public Hearing on Ordinance #15-2007, seconded by Mr. Tauber.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

Dr. Voyce moved adoption of Ordinance #15-2007, seconded by Mr. Tauber.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

  ORDINANCE NO.  15-2007

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 2.28 “MUNICIPAL COURT”


WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury desires to amend Chapter 2.28 of the Code of the Township of Tewksbury entitled “Municipal Court” by deleting it in entirety and replacing with the following:  

AN ORDINANCE CREATING THE MUNICIPAL COURT OF NORTH HUNTERDON COMPOSED OF THE TOWN OF CLINTON, THE BOROUGHS OF GLEN GARDNER, HAMPTON, HIGH BRIGE AND LEBANON AND THE TOWNSHIPS OF FRANKLIN, LEBANON, AND TEWKSBURY EFFECTIVE 2008

WHEREAS, the Town of Clinton, the Boroughs of Califon, Glen Gardner, High Bridge, Hampton and Lebanon, and the Townships of Clinton, Franklin, Lebanon and Tewksbury were members of a joint municipal court know as the North Hunterdon Municipal Court; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Califon and the Township of Clinton no longer wish to participate as members of that court; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Clinton, the Boroughs of Glen Gardner, High Bridge, Hampton and Lebanon, and the Townships of Franklin, Lebanon and Tewksbury now wish to reconstitute as a joint municipal court pursuant to N.J.S.A. 2B:12-1 et seq. which will continue to be known as “The Municipal Court of North Hunterdon”; and
WHEREAS, a new Interlocal Services Agreement effective January 1, 2008 has been drafted for the Town of Clinton, the Boroughs of Glen Gardner, Hampton, High Bridge and Lebanon, and the Townships of Franklin, Lebanon and Tewksbury, governing participation by each of the municipalities in the North Hunterdon Municipal Court; and;

WHEREAS, the Town of Clinton, the Boroughs of Glen Gardner, Hampton, High Bridge and Lebanon and the Townships of Franklin, Lebanon and Tewksbury now desire to adopt this Ordinance authorizing their participation in the new Interlocal Services Agreement.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Governing Body of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey as follows:

1.
Creation of Court:  The Joint Municipal Court of North Hunterdon is reconstituted with the following members: The Town of Clinton, the Boroughs of Glen Gardner, Hampton, High Bridge and Lebanon and the Townships of Franklin, Lebanon and Tewksbury, all located in Hunterdon County.  The reconstituted Court will be governed by an Interlocal Services Agreement effective January 1, 2008 between the aforesaid municipalities and is subject to the terms thereof.

2.
Name of Court: The name of the Joint Municipal Court shall be the "THE MUNICIPAL COURT OF NORTH HUNTERDON".

3.
Effective Date: The effective date for the reconstitution of the Municipal Court of North Hunterdon shall be January 1, 2008.

4.
Jurisdiction:  The jurisdiction of the Municipal Court shall be coextensive with the territory of the Town of Clinton, the Boroughs of Glen Gardner, Hampton, High Bridge and Lebanon and the Townships of Franklin, Lebanon and Tewksbury.


5.
Municipal Judge - Powers, Duties and Qualifications:
(a) There shall be a Municipal Judge appointed as provided by law in the case of a joint municipal court.  The Municipal Judge shall serve for a term of three (3) years from the date of appointment and until a successor shall be appointed and qualified.

(a) The Municipal Judge shall have and possess the qualifications and shall have, possess and exercise all the functions, duties, powers and jurisdiction conferred by law or ordinance.  He/she shall be an attorney-at-law of the State of New Jersey.  Whenever the Municipal Judge is unable to sit as such, he may designate any other Judge of any Municipal Court to sit for him/her temporarily and hold the Municipal Court.  Any such judge shall possess all of the powers of the Municipal Judge.

(a)  The Municipal Judge shall faithfully carry out all of the duties and responsi​bilities of a Municipal Judge and shall abide by all rules and regulations established for Municipal Court and Judges by the Administrative Office of the Courts.

(a) The Municipal Court Judge shall have full management authority of the judicial operations of the Court.  Administrative operations shall be under the control of a Court Committee described below, to the extent permitted by law.

6.
Municipal Prosecutor:  There shall be a Municipal Prosecutor of the Municipal Court who shall prosecute all cases in the Municipal Court, except each member, at its discretion, may appoint its own prosecutor for municipal or board of health ordinance violation cases.  The Municipal Prosecutor shall be appointed for a one (1) year term by the Municipal Court Committee and the Member Towns.  The compensation of the Municipal Prosecutor shall be determined by the Municipal Court Committee and such compensation shall be allocated and billed to each member by the Municipal Prosecutor directly based upon the formula established in Section 17.

The Court Committee shall appoint one or more Deputy Municipal Prosecutors to act in the place of the Municipal Prosecutor when he/she is unable to prosecute cases.  No one shall act as a Municipal Prosecutor without having been appointed by a majority vote of the Court Committee.

7.
Public Defender:  There shall be a Municipal Public Defender who shall represent those Defendants assigned by the Municipal Court Judge.  The Municipal Public Defender shall be appointed for a one (1) year term by the Municipal Court Committee.  The compensa​tion of the Municipal Public Defender shall be determined by the Municipal Court Committee and such compensation shall be allocated and billed to each member by the Municipal Public Defender directly based upon the formula established in Section 17.

The Court Committee shall appoint one or more Deputy Municipal Public Defenders to act in the place of the Municipal Court Prosecutor when he/she is unable to represent defendants assigned by the Municipal Court Judge.  No one shall act as a Municipal Public Defender without having been appointed by a majority vote of the Court Committee.

8.
Municipal Court Administrator:  There shall be an Administrator of the Municipal Court who shall perform the functions and duties prescribed for the Administrator by law, by the rules applicable to Municipal Courts and by the Municipal Judge.  The Administrator shall be appointed by the Municipal Court Committee for a term of one (1) year.  The Administrator’s duties shall include, but not limited to:

(a) Carrying out the rules, regulations, policies and procedures relating to the operations of the Court.

(b) Interviewing and speaking to persons wishing to file criminal complaints or quasi-criminal complaints or wishing information in this regard.

(c) Receiving complaints and dispensing information relating to Court matters.

(d) Maintaining the financial records of the Court including, receiving and accounting for fines and costs.

(e) 
Attending Court; recording pleas, judgments and dispositions; arranging trial calendars; signing Court documents; preparing and issuing warrants and commitments and other Court related documents.

(f) 
Maintaining and classifying records and files of the Court;

(g) 
Maintaining, forwarding, receiving and reporting such records, reports and files as required by the appropriate agencies.

(h) 
Carrying out such additional duties as may be required in order to fulfill the duties of Court Administrator.  

9.
Deputy Municipal Court Administrator:  There may be one or more Deputy Court Administrators of the Municipal Court who shall be appointed by the Municipal Court Committee provided that funds are provided for such purpose in the Municipal Court budget.  Deputy Municipal Court Administrators shall perform the functions assigned to them by the Municipal Judge and the Municipal Court Administrator.

10.
Necessary Clerical and Other Assistance:  There may be appointed such other necessary clerical and other assistance for the Municipal Court as is necessary for the efficient operation of the Municipal Court.  The Municipal Court Committee shall appoint such clerical and other assistance. 
11.
Auditor:  The Municipal Court Committee shall appoint an auditor for the Municipal Court who shall be a registered municipal accountant.  The auditor shall serve for a term of one (1) year.  The auditor shall perform a yearly audit of the Municipal Court, which audit shall be prepared generally in accordance with the requirements of the Local Fiscal Affairs Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-1, et. seq.  A copy of the completed audit shall be supplied to each participating municipality by September 1 of each year.

12.
Withdrawal by Member:  Any member of the Municipal Court may withdraw at the end of the calendar year, provided, however, that the member has given the Municipal Court and each member thereof written notice of its intent to withdraw on or before July 1 of the year prior to withdrawal.  The withdrawing member shall remain responsible for its share (based upon the formula established in Section 17 hereof) of the lease payment for the Municipal Court premises until the date of the lease’s termination for any lease in effect as of the date of the member’s withdrawal notice.  Failure to give notice by July 1 means that withdrawal can only occur at the end of the following calendar year.

13.
Addition of Members: The Municipal Court Committee, at its sole discretion, may expand the membership of the Municipal Court if it concludes expansion is in the best interest of the members.  Prior to the admission of new members the Municipal Judge and Municipal Court Administrator will interview the municipality seeking admission and present to the Municipal Court Committee their recommendation, along with an audit of the three (3) most recent years of the municipality’s existing court expenses and revenues and any other information they feel relevant or which the Municipal Court Committee requires.  Admission shall be granted upon an affirmative vote of 75% of the Municipal Court Committee authorized membership. (By way of example: if there are 8 members of the Municipal Court Committee, 6 must vote in favor of the admission.)  The municipality granted admission to the Municipal Court of North Hunterdon shall adopt a resolution accepting membership and authorizing the execution of this Interlocal Services Agreement.  Prior to admission, the Court Committee by an affirmative vote of 75% of the members may determine to permit prospective members to become a non-voting  affiliate member for two (2) years to determine whether permanent membership is in the best interests of the Member Towns.

14.
Budget and Appointments:  The Administrator shall prepare or have prepared a proposed budget and list of proposed professional appointments for the Municipal Court which shall be submitted to the governing body of each member by November 1 of each year.  The budget shall set forth an estimate of all expenses and projected revenues for the upcoming calendar year and shall be in a form that is consistent with municipal budgets.  By November 30 of each year, the Court Committee members shall adopt a budget and approve professional appointments, after a meeting held on 10 days notice to each member. Each municipality shall have one (1) vote at the meeting.  If the budget and appointments are not unanimously approved by that date, then a meeting or meetings shall be held between the Municipal Court Committee and the Municipal Court Administrator and a budget and appointment list agreeable to at least 75% of the members shall be submitted to each member by December 31.  If the budget and appointment list are approved by 75% of the members those disapproving the budget will be bound and do agree to accept the budget approved by at least 75% of the members.

15.
Municipal Court Committee:  The governing body of each member shall appoint one governing body member to serve as a representative and one (1) governing body member or other representative, said representative being either a Municipal Administrator or Municipal Clerk, to serve as an alternate on the Municipal Court Committee.  Each municipality shall have one (1) vote.  This committee shall meet as often as necessary to oversee the operation of the Municipal Court, but said Committee shall meet a minimum of two (2) times each year.  The functions of the Committee shall include recommending the appointment of a Municipal Judge, Prosecutor, Public Defender, appointing a Municipal Court Administrator, appointing an auditor, reviewing the performance of the Municipal Judge, the Municipal Court Administrator and any other Municipal Court employees; reviewing any performance reports received about the Court from the Administrative Office of the Courts or other evaluating agencies; consulting with the Municipal Judge and/or his designees as to the budget for the upcoming year and salary for the Municipal Judge, Court Administrator and any other employees; the status of the physical plant and any other matters relating to the efficient operation of the Municipal Court.  The Court Committee shall appoint a Chairperson from among its membership at its first meeting in each calendar year.

16.
Insurance:  Insurance coverage and/or bonds shall be obtained that protect the Municipal Court and its personnel from claims against them arising out of worker’s compensation, bodily injury, property damage, personal injury, or civil rights violations, defalcations by Court personnel and such other coverage as may be necessary.  The coverage may be provided either through policies issued to the members and/or through separate policies issued to the Court.

17.
Court Committee Meetings:  Except as provided in section 12 above or for an unforeseen emergency, Court Committee members shall be given no less than three (3) weeks notice of any meeting along with a proposed agenda, budget and appointments.  In the event neither a Court Committee member from a municipality nor the member’s alternate is able to attend a meeting, it shall be the member’s responsibility to object in writing to any proposed decision, budget amount and/or appointment on the agenda and his or her objection shall be considered a no vote.  Should the absent member fail to object, that member shall be considered to have voted with the majority attending the meeting.  However, any absent member shall be advised in writing of all majority decisions and may object in writing within fifteen (15) days of being notified of the majority decision.  Failure to object means that the member and his/her municipality are bound by the majority decision.  In the event a written objection means that there is not an affirmative vote by at least 75% (a non-objecting, non-attending member being an affirmative vote), the Court Committee shall meet again to reconsider the issue.  Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained herein, any matter shall be considered approved provided at least 75% of members vote in the affirmative and all municipalities entering into this Agreement shall then be bound by said vote.

18.
Contribution Requirements/Revenue Distribution:
(d) The legally permitted municipal share of all fines levied on summons/warrants/tickets or other charges issued by a municipality’s police department or other municipal department shall be forwarded monthly by the Municipal Court to the issuing Municipality.

(d) All fines levied on summons/warrants/tickets issued by the State Police or any other non-member law enforcement agency shall be distributed as required by law.

(d) The yearly operating costs and other expenses of the Municipal Court shall be divided among the participating municipalities. Each municipality’s percentage share of those yearly costs and expenses shall be the same as the percentage derived by dividing the total amount of Municipal Court revenue from court costs attributable to a particular municipality for that year by the total amount of Municipal Court revenue from court costs generated by all participating municipalities for that same year. For example, if the Town of Clinton generates $30,000 in court costs during a year and all the participating municipalities, including the Town of Clinton, generate $300,000 in court costs during a year than the Town of Clinton would be responsible for 10% ($30,000 divided by $300,000) of the operating costs and other expenses of the Municipal Court. For the purpose of this Agreement, court costs mean the amount of costs imposed upon defendants by the Municipal Judge retained by the Municipal Court.

(d) Each participating municipality shall be entitled to a percentage share of the court costs and public defender fees received by the Municipal Court (“court receipts”). Each municipality’s percentage share of court receipts shall be the same as the percentage used in subsection (c) above to determine the municipality’s share of costs and expenses.

(e) The Municipal Court staff shall calculate each participating municipality’s percentage share of Municipal Court expenses and revenue as provided in subsections (c) and (d) above on a yearly basis (September 1 to August 31). The calculation shall be completed by September 15 of each year and the percentages established shall be applicable for the following calendar year.

(f) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary herein, the minimum percentage applicable to the Boroughs of Lebanon, Glen Gardner and Hampton under subsections (c) and (d) above shall be three percent (3%).

19.
Revenue:  All revenues received by the Municipal Court from fines and costs shall be allocated in accordance with State law and the terms hereof.

20.
Interlocal Services Act:  The governing body of the Township of Tewksbury is hereby authorized to enter into an Interlocal Services Agreement embodying the provisions of this Ordinance pursuant to the Interlocal Services Act, N.J.S.A. 40:8A-1 et seq., and in accordance with the terms of that Act.  In the event of any discrepancy between this Ordinance and that of the Interlocal Services Act and any amendments thereto, the Act shall take precedence.

21.
Effective Date: This Ordinance shall be effective upon passage and publication in accordance with law, and the passage of an ordinance similar to this one by the other member municipalities designated above.

___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

· Ordinance Introduction

Dr. Voyce moved to introduce Ordinance #16-2007 entitled Amendment To Chapter 12.24 “Park Regulations”, seconded by Mr. Mennen.

Mr. Mennen noted that the Land use subcommittee met to discuss proposed changes to the existing Ordinance specifically calling attention to the number of individuals using a Township athletic field that would trigger the need to complete a Park Use Application for receipt of a permit.  The Township Committee requested that the Parks Committee (PC) review the proposed changes and supply input with regard to the appropriate number.
Mr. Barnes noted that the current number is 25 and he felt that the proposed number of 5 would be too low.  He added that the matter will be discussed at the 11/14/07 meeting of the Parks Committee (PC), but he felt that leaving the number at 25 would be more appropriate.
Mr. Landon noted that Readington, Washington (Morris County), Clinton and Bedminster Townships and the local school all require permits for field usage no matter the number of participants.

Mr. Mennen stated that he would not be in favor of adopting an Ordinance that could not be enforced and an appropriate number would have to be agreed upon.
Mr. Tauber opined that there is some merit with regard to obtaining a permit no matter the number of participants, but agreed that it would be difficult to enforce.

Mr. Dimare noted that the discussion of number of participants deals with field usage as opposed to park usage.
General discussion followed regarding possible enforcement problems.

Mayor Van Doren opined that the language should be consistent with the rest of the Ordinance adding that he felt the number should be 25 and if a problem arose in the future, the Ordinance could be amended.
Robin Love questioned how this might affect field usage and scheduling by organized sports teams.  

Mr. Landon noted that there is more to think about than a specific number, adding that field maintenance and rest is imperative for effective field condition.

Mr. Tauber stressed the need to preserve the park facilities in an appropriate manner.  General comments were made regarding a recent occurrence where a for-profit group utilized a closed Township field without permission and charged a fee to the participants.

Mrs. Kopen noted that changing the language to any use could potentially make that portion of the Ordinance challengeable on the basis of too much discretion vested without enough standards as to who is and who isn’t in violation.
Additional discussion followed regarding damage to the fields and how best to avoid this.  Mr. Mennen opined that field delineation is sometimes difficult to ascertain (field vs. grass area). 
Carmen Natale noted that there are provisions in the Ordinance for closing athletic fields, adding that the fields have come around due to the diligent work of Township personnel.

General discussion followed regarding use of the fields in “off hours” or when not scheduled by athletic groups.
Mr. Natale encouraged use of the fields, adding that if they became damaged and maintenance was necessary, a procedure is currently in place.
Mr. DiMare opined that a lower number would serve to help maintain the fields but he did not want to discourage field usage.

Dr. Voyce added that the number that should be considered should be an even number to accommodate teams.  He added that a group of 20 would be an appropriate number and common sense would have to prevail regarding field utilization during bad weather conditions.

Mr. Mennen noted that “government can’t legislate common sense” and it should be left to the residents.  He added that he did not want to encourage an enforcing official to have to break up a small group for playing on a Township field as he does not feel this is the spirit of the Township and the parks.  He added that he understands the issue of maintenance and felt that the enforcement criteria and mechanism would become “nightmarish”.

Mr. Tauber thanked Mr. Mennen for his comments, adding that he felt the enforcement official would have difficulty enforcing a group of any size.  He ended his comments by stating that he is in favor of field use by all residents.
Mr. Dimare reiterated that he felt 20 would be too high of a number.
Additional comments regarding proposed changes to the Ordinance dealt with conducting speeches in the parks.  Mrs. Kopen stated that she would look into the matter.

The PC comments regarding penalties were discussed.
Mayor Van Doren noted that PC members would be appointed by the Township Committee and not the Mayor as originally proposed.

General discussion followed regarding introduction of the proposed Ordinance and how its introduction could affect 2008 PC appointments.

It was the consensus of the Committee that this Ordinance be further reviewed by the Parks Committee for introduction at a later date.

The motion to introduce and second Ordinance #16-2007 was rescinded.

# # #

Mr. Mennen made a motion to introduce Ordinance #16-2007 (renumbered), seconded by Dr. Voyce.

Mr. Mennen noted that the Land use subcommittee met to discuss proposed changes to the Scenic Roads Ordinance in the attempt to make Ordinances pertaining to Township boards, committees and commissions more uniform.  Major changes in the Ordinance dealt with creating classes for members, tightening up the function of the Commission and various procedures.

Mr. DiMare noted a grammatical correction on page 2.

The above noted motion was approved.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

The Public Hearing is scheduled for 12/11/07 at 8:00 PM. 

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

ORDINANCE #16-2007

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY BY REVISING CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 12.22, ENTITLED “SCENIC ROADS”

# # # 
A proposed Ordinance amendment regarding changes to the DRO regarding cell towers was listed on the Agenda, but was not in final form at time for introduction.  The Ordinance will be introduced at a subsequent meeting.
Mayor Van Doren and Mr. Mennen were recused from the following discussion. 

Dr.  Voyce made a motion to Introduce Ordinance #17-2007, seconded by Mr. DiMare.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Tauber, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Recused:  Mennen, Van Doren.
The Public Hearing is scheduled for 12/11/07 at 8:00 PM. 
TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

ORDINANCE #17-2007

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY BY REVISING CHAPTER 8.30, ENTITLED “QUARRY REGULATION”

Mayor Van Doren and Mr. Mennen returned to the meeting at this time. 

· Consent Agenda


Mr. DiMare noted a grammatical error on Resolution #171-2007.
The membership application for the junior member of the Oldwick Fire Company was discussed and it was noted that the application will not be forwarded to the State, but will remain with the local fire company.

Mr. Hoffman explained the difference between a junior member and a full member of a fire company.

Mr. DiMare moved adoption of the Consent Agenda, seconded by Dr. Voyce.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  

RESOLUTION #170-2007

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN INTERLOCAL SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR THE MUNICIPAL COURT OF NORTH HUNTERDON

WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury adopted Ordinance No. 15-2007 creating the Municipal Court of North Hunterdon composed of the Town of Clinton, the Boroughs of Glen Gardner, Hampton, High Bridge and Lebanon and the Townships of Franklin, Lebanon and Tewksbury; and

WHEREAS that Ordinance authorizes he Township of Tewksbury to enter into an Interlocal Services Agreement embodying the provisions of the Ordinance; and

WHEREAS, a copy of the Interlocal Services Agreement has been reviewed by the Township Committee and is attached to this Resolution.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon as follows:

The proposed Interlocal Services Agreement, in the form attached to this Resolution, is hereby approved and the Mayor of the Township of Tewksbury, be and he hereby is authorized to execute the Agreement on behalf of the Township of Tewksbury as a member of the group of municipalities which comprise the Municipal Court of North Hunterdon.  
___________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

RESOLUTION #171-2007 

A RESOLUTION SETTING THE 2007 SALARY AND WAGE FOR AN EMPLOYEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that the following salary and wage for the employee so stated are hereby set for the year 2007.

	FINANCE

	Ann Marie Obiedzinski


	Tax Assessor 
	45,000.00  effective 12/03/07 


__________________

Shaun C. Van Doren

Mayor

MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO 

· Minutes of 10/23/07 & 10/26/07 

· Executive Session Minutes of 10/23/07 & 10/26/07 

· Authorization to have Clerk sign application for OFC membership (Richard Landy)

· Appointments

Dr. Voyce made a motion to appoint the following individuals to the ad-hoc Oldwick Sidewalk Committee, seconded by Mr. Mennen.
Louis DiMare
chair

Dawn Giossi

Nina O’Connor

Paul Silverthorne

Mary Ace

Shelby Mellick

It was noted that the ad-hoc committee will make their recommendations to the Township Committee and will only be constituted for the duration of the project.  Dr. Voyce volunteered to serve on the ad-hoc committee.  Mr. Landon will coordinate an initial meeting.
The above noted motion was adopted.  Ayes:  DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  
7.
Reports

Township Committee Sub Committee

Planning/Land Use

Mr. Mennen noted that the Land Use subcommittee has been working to make existing Township Ordinances more consistent and functional.  He added that work is ongoing with regard to the cell tower Ordinance.      

Public Safety

Dr. Voyce noted that he received information from Califon Island Park regarding a fund drive to revitalize their playground equipment.  He noted that Tewksbury’s playgrounds are compliant with regard to State safety parameters.  He noted recent newspaper articles dealing with MRSA and utilization of paramedics and EMTs.

Education/Community Affairs

Mr. DiMare noted that the Communications Committee did not meet in October, so he had nothing to report.  The School Board meeting is scheduled for 11/13/07.  In response to questions by Mr. Tauber, it was stated that the teachers’ contract has not been signed and, with regard to the “We Support Our Teachers” signs, they should not be removed from premises as they are a matter of freedom of speech.
Public Works
Mr. Tauber noted a letter from Hayden Hull regarding trash cans at the Oldwick ball fields.  The main point of the letter dealt with left over trash, health issues and upkeep.  Mr. Tauber noted that it might be beneficial to discuss the matter with the Tewksbury Athletic Association so that they might become responsible for having a receptacle at the field and they dispose of the contents at the end of the game(s).

Mr. Mennen stated that this should be discussed at the upcoming PC meeting.

Mayor Van Doren noted that the issue should be further reviewed and specific containers should be looked at that would serve as a deterrent to pests.

Additional discussion followed regarding the proposed County Recycling Rules and how this will affect the Township.
Finance

Mayor Van Doren noted that the 2008 Budget process will be starting and forms will be given to department heads and all board, committee and commissions regarding their requests.
Township Administrator 

Mr. Landon noted the matter of disposal of bulk wood at Clean Up days.  He stated that collection of bulk wood was suspended in the past because of the high cost.  Discussion followed regarding how to collect, how to dispose of and how to possibly reinstate the collection of bulk wood.
Additional discussion followed regarding the proposed Solid Waste Advisory Commission rules and how homeowners will be responsible for recycling all building materials.

Mayor Van Doren surmised that participation at Clean Up Days is lower since bulk wood collection has ceased.

Professional reviews are ongoing.

A meeting of the TID will have to be scheduled.  The Township and AM Best met recently to discuss the matter of road configuration. 

8.
Public Participation

Tom Murphy stated that we would like to see native American vegetation purchased with the Township funds that have been allocated for trees and shrubs for public spaces.
9.
Township Committee Comments

Mr. DiMare congratulated Mr. Hoffman, Mr. Mennen and Dr. Voyce for their victories at the polls.  
He noted a recent e-mail received from William Clark regarding use of prison inmates for county/municipal labor for saving public funds.  Mr. Landon explained that this has been used in the past with women prisoners from Edna Mahon (program cancelled) and county wide recycling pick up.  
Mayor Van Doren suggested that the article be forward to sheriff elect Trout.   
Mr. Mennen expressed congratulations to Dr. Voyce and Mr. Hoffman.
Dr. Voyce expressed congratulations to Mr. Mennen and Mr. Hoffman.  He noted that he was not available to attend the 11/14/07 PC meeting.
In a post election wrap up, Dr. Voyce noted that during the process, things often ramp up and take on a life of their own and sometimes people get hurt and offended.  He noted that he heard of people taking other people’s campaign signs adding that he neither condones nor approves of this.  He stressed the need to cooperate and work together, stressing the concept of “Us, We, Together” meaning that together, things will get done and he hopes to see this continue into the future. 

Mr. Tauber expressed congratulations to Dr. Voyce, Mr. Hoffman and Mr. Mennen.
Mayor Van Doren reiterated his congratulations to Dr. Voyce, Mr. Hoffman and Mr. Mennen.  He noted that there often are differences of opinion within the Township Committee, adding that discourse and debate is healthy in the hopes of coming to agreement at the end of the day.

He gave a further update on the Municipal Court with regard to surplus and distribution of surplus funds. 
10.
Executive Session

At  9:30 PM Dr. Voyce moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Mr. Tauber.  The motion was approved.  Ayes:  DiMare, Mennen, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  

RESOLUTION #172-2007
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Personnel and Litigation.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.
_____________________

Shaun Van Doren

Mayor

Mayor Van Doren and Mr. Mennen left the meeting during Executive Session as a discussion regarding the quarry was held and they are recused from quarry discussion.

11.
Reconvened
The meeting reconvened at 10:30 PM.

Dr. Voyce made a motion authorizing the Administrator to communicate with Chief O’Dell the recommendation discussed in Executive Session to pursue the addition of the minimum required number of Special Police Officers for the next budget year to cover the pending short fall, seconded by Dr. Voyce.

Mr. DiMare urged the members of the Committee to use this opportunity to force the Police department to run more efficiently and to utilize creative management principles.  He added that he did not see a down side to not hiring Specials immediately and recommended not filling the gap at this point in time.  He suggested having the Police Chief and Lieutenant participate more in going out on patrol and to see how this affects the entire department.  He noted that the matter could be looked at in a more critical fashion after a number of months.
Dr. Voyce stated his concern that if the hiring were not authorized at this time and after a certain amount of time it was proven that specials were needed, the process of screening, interviewing and training applicants would leave the department empty handed for too long a period of time.

Additional discussion followed regarding how a Special Officer would have to spend up to six weeks with familiarizing himself with the Township prior to patrolling with an Officer.  It was noted that a Special Officer could never patrol on his own.   Further discussion followed regarding budgetary constraints, man hours and how to operate the department more efficiently.  Mr. DiMare stressed that not hiring Specials at this time would give the existing personnel the chance to prove good management practices, realize efficiencies and move the existing Officers our of a “comfort zone”.

Deputy Mayor Tauber noted that the majority of the Committee was not in favor of hiring an additional Officer and the hiring of Special Officers would be more acceptable at this time in order to fill possible gaps in the coverage.
The above noted motion was approved.  Ayes: Tauber, Voyce.  Nays:  DiMare.  Recused:  Mennen, Van Doren.
Dr. Voyce made a motion to instruct Mr. Landon to contact the appropriate attorneys with regard to quarry negotiations, seconded by Mr. DiMare.  The above noted motion was approved.  Ayes:  DiMare, Tauber, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  Not present:  Mennen, Van Doren.

12.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:40 PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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