February 25, 2008
The Tewksbury Township Agricultural Advisory Committee met at 7:30 am on the above date at the Mountainville Meeting Hall 60 Water Street, Mountainville.

Members present were:  Shaun C. Van Doren, chairman, Peter L. Melick, Scott Clucas and Hank Klumpp.  Member Theodore G. Koven participated via telephone.
Open Public Meetings Act Statement

Mr. Van Doren read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement indicating the meeting was noticed by the Township Clerk on February 22, 2008.

Review of Highlands Regional Master Plan

Mr. Melick prepared written comments which he read into the record:
The Tewksbury Township Agricultural Advisory Committee would like to offer the following comments on the Highlands Draft RMP:

1. Without an adequate dedicated funding source to compensate all of the affected property owners, this plan should not go into effect.  There was a clear legislative intent to do this and the Highlands council should not proceed in such a cavalier and irresponsible manner.

2. The TDR program must have mandatory receiving zones or it will be unworkable.  There has been too much emphasis placed on the prohibition of growth and development that this has become a completely one sided program.  As it is currently presented, it is destined for failure and should not be counted on in the least for any type of compensation for property owners in the Highlands.  

3. The Threatened and Endangered Species Map overlays and any use of them should be discarded from the plan.  These are internal DEP musings that are not based on sound science and have not yet withstood any type review from the scientific community.  To include these maps in the plan and then to force property owners to dispute them through their own time and expense would be extremely unfair and will not withstand any type of challenge.

4. As it is currently written, the plan basically freezes agriculture in place and does not take into account the fact that it will have to grow, adapt, and evolve in the future.  All of these must be able to occur if agriculture is to remain a viable industry in New Jersey.  Under the current plan, too many restrictions are placed on being able to change or expand agricultural operations so that they will be forced to remain as they are, with little concern for their economic well being.  If agriculture is going to survive, it must be able to change.

5. The Right to Farm Law must be emphasized in the Plan.  It is currently only mentioned once and its language should be reinforced instead of diminished.  The role of the SADC and the CADB’s should be clarified and extra steps should be taken to make sure that the draft does not violate this existing State statute. 

6. No further exactions should be taken from property owners without proper compensation.  The way the plan is currently written, if a farmer wishes to construct any new farm buildings or residences, a conservation easement may be forced on the remainder of the property-without compensation.  Any clauses of this nature should be removed from the plan.

7. There must be more detailed language in the plan to not only reserve water for agricultural interests, but to allocate it in a much more timely fashion than is currently being done by the DEP.  Agriculture should be given priority for water use.  

8. In order for this plan to even approach being equitable, there must be some type of water use fee on those users who are outside the Highlands area.  After all, this plan was put into place to preserve water for these people and the least they could do would be to share in some of the cost.  One hundred years ago, the cities of Newark and Jersey City went out and purchased watershed land to ensure that they had an adequate supply of fresh drinking water.  Now, these interests feel they can just legislate the takings of these lands without just compensation for the affected property owners.

9. Not only should Tewksbury Township not consider “opting in” the remainder of the Township into the Highlands, but it should promote legislation to have the Township removed from the Highlands altogether.  Since the passage of the original legislation, it has become increasingly clear that the Council has no intention of following the legislative intent of the Act and will constantly cede to the wishes of those groups that are bent on severely limiting agriculture and confiscating the property rights of landowners.
Mr. Koven indicated that he did not agree with all of the comments.  Mr. Van Doren indicated that he was not in agreement with # 9 as the comment didn’t belong there since that was not in the Council’s purview but that of the Township Committee.

After further discussion Mr. Melick offered a 10th comment which read as follows:

10. The RMP, at Policy 1H9 on page 120 should support legislation to extend the dual appraisal methodology for lands in the Highlands Region beyond the June 30, 2009 expiration date to be for the life of the Highlands Act.  
Mr. Van Doren asked for a motion on the comments to which Mr. Melick moved the comments be sent as presented to the Highlands Council seconded by Mr. Klumpp.

AYES:  Melick, Klumpp, Clucas

NAYS:  Koven, Van Doren
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 am.

Shaun C. Van Doren
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