TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
September 14, 2009

7:30 PM

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:38 p.m., roll call taken and a quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Tom Schroth, Miriam Murphy and Mary Ace, 
Absent:  Bruce Mackie, Mario Colitti, Laurence Malloy and Greg Storms.
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 14, 2009.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Teasdale opened the meeting up to the public.  There being no public comment Mr. Teasdale closed the public portion of the meeting.  
MINUTES
The minutes of August 10, 2009 were approved by motion of Mrs. Murphy and seconded by Mr. Schroth.  All were in favor.  Ms. Ace abstained.

CORRESPONDENCE:

A motion to acknowledge receipt of the following list of correspondence was made by Ms. Ace and seconded by Mrs. Murphy.  All were in favor.  

· A letter dated August 12, 2009 from American Water regarding Treatment Works Approval Application – Pottersville Wastewater Treatment Plan Improvements.

· Law Seminars International regarding Natural Resource Damages seminar on November 12 & 13, 2009.

· A copy of a letter dated September 3, 2009 from Geoffrey and Deborah Close to the Township Committee regarding the NJ BPU unanimous decision to overturn the decision of the Township Land Use Board regarding the JCP&L application, Block 2, Lot 17 (e-mailed to EC 9/3/09).    
· Hunterdon County Soil Conservation District Notices for:

a. Matthews Pool and Grading Plan – Block 6.04, Lots13.10
b. Crimi Fill Plan – Block 4, Lots 4.02 & 4.16

c. McKaba Dwelling – Block 33, Lot 21

d. The Clover Field Farm – Block 42, Lot 6.01
The Commission reviewed the correspondence and no action was taken.  It was noted that the decision related to the Township joining the appeal of the BPU decision on JCP&L will be held at the September 22, 2009 Township Committee meeting.
DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Update on E.C. Liaisons to other Boards/Committees (eg. Forest Advisory Board, Pascale Advisory Committee and Land Use Board)
Mrs. Murphy distributed to everyone the flyer from URWA announcing the invasive species removal at the Pascale Farm Park pond on September 22, 2009.  Volunteers will help remove invasive plants from the pond.  Mrs. Murphy indicated that she alerted the school to the activity so that the school children could watch and learn.  She also noted that revisions to the 2nd Five Year Community Forestry Management Plan were submitted but that the Township had not heard as to the status.  Mr. Teasdale asked that the Commission receive a copy of the 2nd Five Year Plan that was submitted, to which Mrs. Murphy agreed to have Ms. Goodchild forward a copy to all the members.  Mr. Teasdale asked if the plan addresses issues with the damage caused by white tail deer, to which Mrs. Murphy responded in the negative.  
Mr. Teasdale noted that, to his knowledge, there has not been a Pascale Advisory Committee meeting however on September 22, 2009 there will be an invasive species day at Pascale, 9 a.m. to 12 a.m. to remove the invasives from the pond (water chestnuts).  Native plants donated by Back To Nature will be planted along the edge of the pond.  

Mr. Teasdale noted that the Land Use Board cancelled their regularly scheduled meeting of September 16th and they are holding a special meeting on September 23, 2009, which is dedicated to the draft Highlands Master Plan Element.  

· Review of Final Draft of ERI and discuss last minute details for special September 29th meeting for public hearing
Mr. Teasdale noted that he forwarded to Debbie Kratzer comments from the Environmental Commission and also edits from Shana Goodchild on table 8.1, which is the open space table.  He added that they will be meeting with Ms. Kratzer on September 28th (the day before the public meeting) to prepare for the meeting. Essentially the meeting will be to present the document and allow people to ask questions.  
· Report on outcome of 2009 water testing program
Mr. Teasdale indicated that Dee Ely from SBWA forwarded to him the spreadsheets for all of the years of water testing.  He suggested that someone pull them all together into one spreadsheet; ultimately mapping the information would be the goal.  Mr. Teasdale explained that he would bring the data in at the next meeting and the Commission can figure out how to organize it so that it will be useful.  
· Review of build-out maps provided by Highlands Council – please see revised build-out report
 Mrs. Murphy explained that the build out units increased from the report issued in June.  

Mr. Teasdale recapped the discussion that occurred at the last meeting about the Commission taking a position on opting in or not.  Mr. Teasdale noted that after that meeting he thought about it and he drafted a resolution and presented it to the Commission for their review.  Mrs. Murphy made a motion to adopt the resolution with the noted changes (see below), the motion was seconded by Mr. Schroth.  The motion carried by the following roll call vote:
Resolution to Bring Tewksbury Township Planning Area into

Conformance with the Highlands Regional Master Plan

Whereas the Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission is advisory to the township’s Land Use Board,

and whereas the Land Use Board and Township Committee have often sought the Environmental Commission’s input on important environmental aspects affecting the town,

and whereas the Environmental Commission has been engaged in a comprehensive review of the township’s environmental resources, having engaged Kratzer Environmental Services to produce a 250-page document that covers all known environmental factors of the township,

and whereas the Environmental Commission’s consultant produced the Environmental Inventory submission to the Highland’s Council (June, 2009),

 and whereas the Environmental Commission takes seriously the protection of the remaining natural resources in the township,

and whereas the Council on Affordable Housing (COAH) has provided buildout data that suggests over 940 houses could be built in Tewksbury, thus driving an affordable housing target,

and whereas the Highlands Council has provided a buildout analysis that suggests only 292 houses could be built in Tewksbury if the township brings the Planning Area of the town into conformance with the Highlands Regional Master Plan,

and whereas the additional 648 houses suggested by the COAH plan would seriously compromise our dwindling natural resources, including water and open space,

and whereas by bringing the Planning Area into conformance with the Highlands  Regional Master Plan the township will only be governed by one set of land use regulations rather than two,

and whereas the decision to conform with the Highlands Regional Master Plan must be made by December 8, 2009,

be it therefore resolved that the Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission urges the Township Committee to bring the township’s Planning Area into conformance with the Highlands Regional Master Plan (also known as “opting in”).

Date Approved: 9/14/2009

Resolution EC-9-14-09
Ayes:  Ms. Ace, Mrs. Murphy, Mr. Schroth and Mr. Teasdale

Nays:  None

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the Commission adjourned at 8:41 p.m. by motion of Ms. Ace and seconded by Mrs. Murphy.  All were in favor.  

Respectfully submitted,

Shana L. Goodchild

Land Use Administrator
Resolution to Bring Tewksbury Township Planning Area into


Conformance with the Highlands Regional Master Plan
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