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	Sally Ike – Chairman

Dana Desiderio – Vice Chairman

Don Broughton

Cynthia Clover

Nancy Mahevich

Richard Pye
	TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP EQUESTRIAN COMMITTEE

	
	PROJECT STATUS & MEETING MINUTES, JUNE 28, 2006


Present for the meeting:  Sally Ike, Chairman, Dana Desiderio, Vice Chairman, Nancy Mahevich

Ken Carberry (Brochure discussion only) and Township Committee member George Tauber were also present.

Not present:  Don Broughton, Cynthia Clover, Richard Pye

APPROVAL of MINUTES, APRIL 18, 2006 – Mrs. Ike noted that, in the absence of a quorum, no action could be taken to approve the Minutes of the meeting held April 18, 2006.  

BROCHURE UPDATE – Mr. Carberry reported his thoughts on the Equestrian Committee brochure to the Committee, who were in agreement with the following:

· The brochure should be much simpler, with less text.

· Text should be separate from photos.

· The Mission Statement should be included.

· Testimonials in general aren’t necessary, except for Mr.Harris’ quote (“…trails here forever…”), which should remain.

· To prevent the brochure becoming obsolete each year, the Township’s number should be used as the contact.

Mr. Carberry noted that Bob Thompson has offered to help with the brochure.  Mr. Carberry will email an updated version to Sally, who will forward it to the Committee for review at the July meeting.

COMMITTEE RESPONSIBILITIES – Mrs. Ike distributed the following information, which was subsequently mailed to Committee members not able to be present:

· NJDA Animal Waste Management Rules (2 documents);

· National Animal Identification System;

· Highlands Information.

A short discussion ensued regarding Committee responsibilities.  Mrs. Ike stated that she is willing to continue to serve as Chairman, but she needs help monitoring these projects.  There was agreement that responsibilities should be shared by members of the Committee.

Mrs. Desiderio volunteered to monitor the Animal Waste Management Rules.  She will contact Sara Ike for an update.

Mrs. Mahevich will monitor the Highlands Project, aided by Mrs. Desiderio, who attends the meetings.  Mrs. Ike will ask Highlands Coalition Executive Director fill in blank to attend an Equestrian Committee meeting.  

Mrs. Ike will ask Mrs. Clover if she would be willing to monitor the National Animal Identification System.  Mrs. Ike offered help, noting that her fellow USEF staff member Lisa Owens is on the committee making recommendations regarding horses.

Mrs. Ike will monitor the cross country jumps at Christie Hoffman Farm (CHF).

Mr. Broughton will be asked to monitor trails within the Township, particularly those at Township parks, e.g. Fairmount North, Hell Mountain Preserve, Pascale.

Mr. Pye will continue to work on the sign project.

JUMPS AT CHRISTIE HOFFMAN FARM, including Recommendation for Parks Committee – Mrs. Ike reported that Parks Committee Chairman Robert Becker has asked the Equestrian Committee for suggestions on projects within the Township’s parks.  There was agreement to indicate to Mr. Becker that maintenance of the cross country jumps should be considered.  

Mrs. Ike noted that there are several jumps at CHP in need of replacement due to rotting wood, and added that the Equestrian Committee’s 2006 budget included $500 for jump maintenance/repair.  Mrs. Ike will ask Morgan Rowsell to develop a priority list and provide a quote.  She feels strongly that he should be asked to complete the project rather than depending on volunteer help.  

Those present also noted that a percentage of income from the Trail Pace could be earmarked to fund rebuilding of the jumps.

ROAD SIGNS – In the absence of Mr. Pye, discussion on the road signs was tabled.  Mr. Tauber suggested that Mr. Pye should contact Diane Holtaway, who has recently done “Horses – No Trespassing” signs in Bedminster.  

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE - Welcome Basket – Mrs. Ike stated that she has not had an update since April from Communications Committee Chairman Julia Lowe about the status of the Welcome Basket.  Mrs. Ike will contact Mrs. Lowe.  

Articles – Mrs. Ike stated that the Communications Committee has asked each Township Committee to submit short articles for publication in the Township’s newsletter.  Mrs. Ike will forward the text recently included in “Tewksbury Times” to Mrs. Lowe.  The deadlines for copy are August 15 and November 15. 

HARVEST FESTIVAL – Those present discussed the Harvest Festival and whether or not it was going to take place this fall.  Those present were in agreement that the Festival represented a wonderful opportunity to showcase Tewksbury Township and everything it represents.  Each Township committee should be represented, as well as the Tewksbury Athletic Association, the police, the Boy and Girl Scouts, working farms, etc.  

Mrs. Desiderio will email Mr. Becker indicating the Equestrian Committee’s interest.  
ROLE OF THE EQUESTRIAN COMMITTEE – A short discussion ensued regarding the role of the Equestrian Committee and what authority/responsibilities it has.  Mr. Tauber confirmed that the role of the Committee is to function as a filter/buffer for equestrian groups within the Township, i.e. the Tewksbury Trail Association (TTA) would contact the Equestrian Committee regarding anything that concerns them, not the Township Committee.  

There was agreement that TTA President Jeff Roberts should be asked to attend the July meeting to discuss the relationship of TTA and the Equestrian Committee, providing Mr. Broughton (who serves on the Committee as TTA’s representative) is also able to attend.

HORSE CENSUS? – A discussion ensued regarding the feasibility of conducting a horse census as a means to reaffirm the need for an Equestrian Committee to represent this constituency within the Township and evaluate the economic impact of the horse industry in Tewksbury.  The difficulties of such a survey were also discussed, citing the lack of response in the one recently conducted statewide.  

In the absence of a quorum, no action was taken.  The following points were discussed:  

· Information needed:  

· Number of homesteads that have horses, either public or private facilities;

· Number of horses on each property;

· Interests, e.g. trails, competition, racing;

· Interest in serving on the Equestrian Committee.

· Method of distributing questionnaire/getting responses:

· Include basic information and the questionnaire on the Township website and in the Newsletter, as well as in local papers.

· Questionnaire could be filled out “on line” and submitted electronically or mailed to a designated individual.  

Further discussion will take place during the July meeting.

2006 MEETING SCHEDULE – There was a short general discussion about future meetings, and the need for a quorum for any actions to be taken.  Committee members are asked to let Mrs. Ike know in a timely manner if they will not be able to attend a meeting.  Further discussion on upcoming meetings will take place during the July meeting.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Mrs. Sally Ike

2006 MEETINGS

(4th Wednesday of each month, except for March, April, May, November and December)

January 25

February 22

March 22

April 18

April 26

May 24
June 28

July 26

August 23

September 27

October 25

November 29
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