TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

FEBRUARY 26, 2008 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a work session on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor William Voyce presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members, Louis DiMare, Robert Hoffman, William Mennen, and Shaun Van Doren.

Jesse Landon, Township Administrator and Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk were in attendance.

Judie McGrorey, Chief Financial Officer was in attendance.

There were approximately forty members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Voyce.
2.
Executive Session

At 7:05 PM Mr. DiMare moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Mr. Mennen.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #50-2008
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Land Acquisition and Personnel.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.
_____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

Mr. Mennen arrived at 7:02 PM.

3.
Reconvened

The meeting reconvened at 8:00 PM.

4. 
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
5.
Correspondence
The Correspondence List is attached to the minutes.

Mayor Voyce noted item “m” regarding PSE&G vegetative management standards specifically

within the Township and the fact that tree trimming will be curtailed for a time period of ninety

days unless emergency situations occur.

Mr. Van Doren added that JCP&L should be contacted with regard to the letter.

In response to a question by Mr. Mennen, Mr. Van Doren explained the content of item “j”.

6.
Public Participation

David Barnes stated his concern with the matter previously discussed regarding vegetative management standards adding that he felt a fine of $100.00 per day could be levied against the utility companies if they do not clean up after tree cutting.  
7.
Actions to be taken
· Ordinance Introduction

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to introduce Ordinance #04-2008, seconded by Mr. DiMare. The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

The Public Hearing is scheduled for 03-25-08 at 8:00 PM in the Mountainville Meeting Hall. 

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY


HUNTERDON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY


ORDINANCE NO.04-2008

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING MUNICIPAL CONSENT TO NEW JERSEY-AMERICAN WATER COMPANY, INC. TO PERMIT THE CONSTRUCTION, EXPANSION AND MAINTENANCE OF SEWER FACILITIES ON PUBLIC PROPERTY IN PORTIONS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY IN ORDER TO FURNISH WASTE WATER SERVICE

· Consent Agenda


In response to a question by Mr. Van Doren, it was stated that the agreement to accompany Resolution #53-2008 has been written. 
Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of the Consent Agenda, seconded by Mr. Hoffman.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION # 51-2008

TO APPROVE REDUCTION OF THE PERFORMANCE BOND

SUBMITTED BY TEWKSBURY FINE WINE AND SPRIITS FOR WORK 

ON PROPERTY KNOWN AS BLOCK 44, LOT 24.01 

WHEREAS,  In 2005 the Tewksbury Township Planning Board granted final site plan approval to Tewksbury Fine Wine and Spirits for the property known as Block 44, Lot 24.01 on the Tewksbury Township tax maps (“Property”); and,

WHEREAS,  a Temporary Certificate of Occupancy was issued for the Property in 2006; and

WHEREAS, the Township Engineer issued a conditional approval for the site improvements and other outstanding items in a letter dated November 18, 2005; and

WHEREAS, as a condition of the approval, the Applicant was required to post a performance guarantee in the form of a performance bond or letter of credit in the amount to be determined by Applicant’s engineer and approved by the Township Engineer and in the form approved by the Township Attorney; and,

WHEREAS, the Applicant submitted the required performance guarantee in the form of a performance bond, and has constructed most of the required improvements, as is set forth in the Engineer’s report of February 12, 2008 (“Report”), attached hereto as Exhibit A, that were the subject of the bond and is now seeking release of the bond; and,

WHEREAS, it is the Engineers recommendation as set forth in his report of February 12, 2008, that, since not all of the improvements are complete, the amount of the bond be reduced to $16,786.80, rather than released at this time; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee may authorize the reduction in the amount of the performance bond pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-53; and,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey as follows:

1. The Township Committee hereby approves the reduction in the amount of the performance bond supplied by Tewksbury Fine Wine and Spirits from $55,956.00 to $16,786.80 as set forth in Exhibit A.

2. The Mayor, Clerk, Chief Financial Officer, and any other proper official of the Township be and each of them is authorized to execute and deliver any and all documents and instruments and to do and cause to be done any and all acts and things necessary and proper for carrying out the transactions contemplated by the resolution. 

_____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #52- 2008

TO APPROVE THE RELEASE OF A MAINTENANCE GUARANTEE


WHEREAS, Crossroads at Oldwick, the owner of Block 45, Lots 42 and 43    (“Property”) submitted a Maintenance Bond to the Township of Tewksbury to guarantee the maintenance of the improvements to the Property as required by the Planning Board for a mandated two year period; and 


WHEREAS, the development has been completed and Crossroads at Oldwick has maintained the improvements to the satisfaction of the Township Engineer per the Engineer’s report of February 1, 2008, and the Township Engineer has recommended that the Township of Tewksbury release the Maintenance Bond that was posted for the Property.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, that the Maintenance Bond supplied by Crossroads at Oldwick in the amount of $169,601.35 for the Property is hereby released  and the Maintenance Bond may be returned to Crossroads at Oldwick.; and

 The Mayor, Clerk, Chief Financial Officer, and any other proper official of the Township be and each of them is authorized to execute and deliver any and all documents and instruments and to do and cause to be done any and all acts and things necessary and proper for carrying out the transactions contemplated by the resolution. 

_____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1RESOLUTION #53- 2008

A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE COAH CONTRIBUTION RESTRUCTURING


WHEREAS, Glenn Likus, the owner of Block 12, Lot 10 on the Tewksbury Township Tax Map located at 53 Philhower Road (“Property”) has requested authorization to restructure his COAH contribution for the Property from a cash contribution to a contribution by way of the construction of an affordable housing unit on the Property that would be deeded to the Township for COAH use only; and


WHEREAS, the Township approves the restructuring of the COAH contribution for the Property so long as all permits are obtained and an affordable unit is constructed within 18 months of the date of this resolution, and the owner of the Property deposits with the Township an escrow in the amount of $107,207.00, which is the calculated growth share fee for the Oldwick Animal Hospital to be located on the Property; and

WHEREAS, the Township’s consent to such restructuring is further subject to the condition that, if the affordable unit is not completed within the 18 month period, the escrowed funds would be donated to the Township affordable housing fund; and


WHEREAS, the owner of the Property and the Township shall enter into an agreement in a form acceptable to the Township Attorney memorializing the terms of this resolution;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Committee of the Township of Tewksbury as follows:

1. The Mayor and Committee of the Township of Tewksbury consent to a restructuring of the COAH contribution for the Property by way of the construction on the Property of an affordable housing unit which shall be deeded to the Township for COAH use only for a period of 30 years; and 

2.  An escrow account shall be established with the Township by the owner of the      Property in the amount of $107,207.00 which shall be held by the Township to guarantee the construction of the affordable housing unit on the Property.


3.  Should the owner of the Property fail to obtain all necessary permits and complete construction of the affordable housing unit within 18 months of the date of this resolution, the $107,207.00 maintained in the escrow account with the Township shall be donated to the Township affordable housing fund.


4.  An agreement memorializing the terms of this resolution in a form approved by the Township attorney shall be executed by the Township and the Property owner.  


5.  The Mayor, Clerk, Chief Financial Officer, and any other proper official of the Township be and each of them is authorized to execute and deliver any and all documents and instruments and to do and cause to be done any and all acts and things necessary and proper for carrying out the transactions contemplated by the resolution. 

_____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO 

· Executive Session Minutes of 02/14/08 

· Minutes of 02/14/08  

· Authorization to have Mayor sign Findings & Determinations for 04-26-08 OFC raffle

· Authorization to have Clerk sign Application for Special Permit for Social Affair for OFC 04-26-08 event

8.
Work Session Topics 

· Tewksbury Athletic Association (TAA) Presentation

Mark Wood, TAA President thanked the Committee for the chance to speak to the public and the Committee.  A short history of the TAA was presented and special thanks were given to the Township Administrator, Jesse Landon.  Introductions of key TAA personnel were made.
Bill Berman presented a synopsis of their report to the Township Committee. He expressed his excitement with serving on the TAA for the wonderful opportunities it affords Township residents, especially the children.  He outlined the fields utilized in the Township and the number of families served, reading from the TAA Mission Statement.  Additional comments were made regarding the relationship between the TAA and the Township and the need to increase TAA participation in Township Committee meetings.  Mr. Berman noted that all TAA coaches now have background checks performed prior to commencing coaching.  In closing, Mr. Berman stated that the TAA wishes to work with the Township Committee to help make the Township a better place for all residents.

Mr. Van Doren questioned the previously noted matter regarding back ground checks and was informed that currently 175 of 200 + have been completed.   
In response to a question by Mr. Mennen, Mr. Berman stated that the TAA does not have a concrete plan as to their idea for a liaison relationship.  Further discussion followed regarding the TAA’s request to have higher visibility on the Township website. 

Mr. Berman noted that the TAA is a fee based organization and funding has been donated to the Township in the past for various improvements to the fields.

Mr. Van Doren opined that the education- community outreach committee should meet with members of the TAA to discuss their liaison requests.

· 2008 Budget Discussion

Mayor Voyce outlined the structure of tonight’s meeting, explaining that no decisions would be made tonight; the meeting is solely an exchange of information between the various groups and the Township Committee. 

· Library

Pat Ricciardi presented a pro-forma budget information regarding the Township Library.  He noted that the Library has finally taken guardianship of the Oldwick Community Center and are no longer considered a tenant.  He stated that the Library has requested an annual contribution of $40,000.00 in the past and requested $55,000.00 in 2007 for operating expenses solely.  The requested amount for 2008 is $60,000.00 which will help cover the cost of expenses incurred during the change over of ownership/guardianship.  Mr. Ricciardi noted that an existing oil tank was removed for a cost of $3500.00, survey work was done for $1200.00, costs related to the closing ran $1000.00 and fire safety compliance work needed to be done for a cost of $2000.00.  Comments were made regarding the cost of fuel, the upcoming work to replace the roof on the building and the desire to get the second floor open and operational.  Mr. Ricciardi noted that circulation is up as well as the number of patrons currently utilizing the services of the Library. Praise was given to Carol Scott, Librarian for her tireless work with the patrons of the Library.

Pat O’Brien noted that the roof repair will use one-third of the total available funds and the request for the additional $5000.00 is not substantial.  She added that the Library’s ongoing expenses are between $60,000.00 and $70,000.00.

Mr. Dimare questioned what fund raising activities the Library is planning for the upcoming year(s) adding that their request for $60,000 is actually a 50% increase from 2006. 
Susan Thomas noted that a survey did not exist for the property and issues resulted regarding the transfer of the property.  She added that flower bulbs were sold in 2007, a giving tree at Christmas was utilized in 2007 and $2700 was raised.  She added that the fund raising process is slow, but patrons are coming on board and volunteering services.  The Hunterdon County allotment was discussed and there are funds to purchase equipment for the proposed children’s room on the second floor.

Mr. Ricciardi stated that the $15,000 increase in 2007 was not a one time request for additional funds, but the increased fund raising will assist with capital improvements.   He added that the Library is now eligible to apply for grant funding.

Mr. Van Doren questioned if the Library board members were considering changing to natural or propane gas for heating purposes.  

The following points were raised by Mr. Ricciardi.

· There is a rebate program that may be available regarding the removal of the oil tank.  

· The Library is anticipating a better year of fund raising/donations.  

· The monies received as donations are listed in the building fund.   

· Insulation will be installed when the roof is repaired.  

· $6500.00 was received from the County Friends of the Library which will be utilized for the roof rehabilitation.

· The legal name of the organization is the Tewksbury Township Public Library Association.
Mr. Hoffman offered the Library good luck with keeping the utility bills flat with those from 2007.

Mr. Mennen requested a 2007 actual budget sheet from Mr. Ricciardi.  He questioned the number of hours that the Library is currently open, noting that Carol Scott has determined that 40 hours per week is sufficient.  It was added that the bookmobile did not service the Township.  

· Volunteer Fire 

Mr. Hoffman left the meeting at this time.

Peter Melick requested three capital items for the Oldwick (OFC):  an emergency  generator ($25,000.00 - $35,000.00), a command vehicle ($60,000.00) and an air compressor to power the alarm horn to be located on the Township building located on James Street (less than $10,000.00). 
In response to a question by Mr. DiMare, Mr. Melick stated that the existing command vehicle was purchased used, is thirteen years old and has between 78,000 and 79,000 miles.  Discussion followed concerning the fact that the vehicle has not been speced out and it may not be possible to cannibalize the equipment for the new vehicle.  Mr. Melick stated that the existing alarm horn is antiquated and could not be moved.

Mr. Van Doren questioned if the command vehicle would have MG plates.  Discussion followed regarding the location of the vehicle when not in use if the (future) OFC chief were not a Township resident.  Mr. Van Doren noted that the air compressor could be used by other Township departments.

In response to a question by Mr. Mennen, Paul Silverthorne stated that the American Red Cross has designated the Tewksbury Rescue Squad (TRS) as a small emergency shelter specifically for first responders.  Mr. Mennen questioned if the command vehicle was a priority item for 2008.

In response to a question by Mr. DiMare, Mr. Melick gave a description of what a “command vehicle” would carry and for what purpose it would be utilized.

Bill Kibler, First Assistant Chief of the Califon Fire Company (CFS) was present to request two items:  a thermal camera and personal protective gear for a total of $20,618.  The various uses of the camera were outlined and Mr. Kibler asserted that it would pay for itself over time.  Eight sets of turn out gear have been requested for the members of the CFS.  It was noted that two-thirds of all calls to the CFS went to service Tewksbury in 2007.

In response to a question by Mr. Van Doren, Mr. Kibler stated that there are 50 active members of the CFC and 38 are trained fire fighters. 

Bernie Davis President of the Pottersville Volunteer Fire Company (PVFC) stated that the company is requesting an additional $2500.00 in the general operating budget.  He stated that a new vehicle is being speced out with a hopeful purchase in 2009.  Renovations to the existing fire house is planned which would add bay space.  Mr. Davis stated that the PVFC is planning on funding the renovation themselves.  Comments were made regarding the replacement of air packs for the volunteers, and the purchase of an emergency generator and a vehicle exhaust system by the completion of a FEMA grant.  Further discussion followed regarding the radios currently being utilized.

Mr. Mennen questioned the grant application related to the back up generator.  
Mr. Davis added that the PVFC is trying to earn designation as an emergency shelter.
Mr. Hoffman returned to the meeting at this time

· Volunteer Rescue 

Mayor Voyce left the meeting at this time.

Jeff Fenton President of the Tewksbury Rescue Squad (TRS) presented a budget request for $48,000.00 which consists of the following items.

It was noted that there currently are 25 members of the TRS, 14 of which are EMT’s.

· Two Stryker Power Pro XT cots



$22,000.00

Mr. Fenton described the type of cots requested and the fact that the existing cots are failing.

· Fire security alarm system

A request has been made to allow the TRS building to hook into the alarm system currently used at the Police Administration Building.  The matter is being researched.  

· Storage mezzanine to be build in the TRS building


The estimated cost of $9,000.00 would include the storage mezzanine and the fire security alarm system.
Mr. Fenton stated that there is currently no appropriate secure storage space in the TRS building.  He added that the staircase would be able to be utilized for drills and practices. 

· Radio equipment

It was stated that the TRS utilized funds from previous budgets for radio equipment.  The TRS is requesting that the $3000.00 - $5000.00 in excess funds be utilized for updated radio equipment.

Paul Silverthorne, Chief of the TRS thanked the Township Committee for funding received in 2007 noting what was purchased.  Additional requests for 2008 were the following:  
· Turnout gear






$12,000.00

Mr. Silverthorne explained the types of gear currently being utilized by the TRS adding that the cost is approximately $1300.00 per set.  The TRS is trying to get one uniform gear for all members in order to save money and obtain compliancy.
· “O” cutter 






$  5,800.00

The “O” cutter is needed as the change in vehicles and materials requires stronger machinery to cut.  

In response to a question by Mr. Van Doren, Mr. Silverthorne stated that the highest priority item would be the turnout gear, with the cots being the second priority item.  Discussion followed regarding the difference between a manual and power cots, and the associated cost for constructing the mezzanine.    

Deputy Mayor Mennen requested clarification on the turnout gear and who would receive the new uniforms.
In response to a question by Mr. Hoffman, it was stated that the cost difference between a power and a non-power cot is $7000.00.  Discussion followed regarding the possibility of leasing cots. 
George Liothake, Chief of the Whitehouse Rescue Squad (WRS) was present to give an overview of the Squad which services five different townships in Hunterdon and Somerset Counties.  Mr. Liothake described the vehicles and tools utilized by the WRS and the composition of the Squad.  It was added that the WRS is a paid Squad and must follow State guidelines, WRS a member of the Hunterdon County Specialized Task Force and the State Disaster Network (only one of three in the County).  The distributed information outlined the various specialty units that WRC is part of.  It was noted that the WRS responds to over 1400 calls annually and participates in many community sponsored events.  The Squad currently has ten vehicles.  Mr. Liothake thanked the Township Committee for allowing the WRS to come to tonight’s meeting.

The WRS is requesting a new rescue and support vehicle to assist the heavy rescue truck, adding that the annual budget is $500,000.00.

In response to a question by Mr. Van Doren, Mr. Liothake stated that the specific vehicle and price has not been finally determined, although it should cost approximately $175,000.00.  Mr. Liothake noted that the WRC is the only Squad in the County that carries an animal first aid kit that costs between $150 - $200.  
Mr. DiMare noted that the cost of the cots listed on the WRS spread sheet are $4000.00 and they are non-power cots.  
It was noted that a specific total dollar amount request has not been determined at this point. 

Trey Sergeant, President of the Califon First Aid Squad stated that their budget of $13,000.00 is the same as last year and their funding is looking good.
Dave Haas President of High Bridge Emergency Squad stated that they are requesting $5500.00 with no extraordinary plans for 2008.
Mayor Voyce returned to the meeting at this time.

· Township Boards/Committees/Commissions

Teddy Murphy, Chair of the Forestry Advisory Board (FAB) outlined the work done by the FAB with regard to the having a community forestry plan. The following is a listing of requested items.

· Tree nursery






$ 6000.00
· Trees to be planted for Arbor Day/fencing and labor

$ 3000.00


· Trees to be donated to students on Arbor Day

$     25.00

· Education






$   500.00

· Tree & Utility Conference in Florida



$ 1259.00

· Community Outreach for Arbor Day



$ 2500.00

· Arbor Day signs and banners




$   500.00
The total amount requested is 




$13,184.00

Discussion followed regarding having a memorial tree planting program for future years.  

Mr. DiMare asked if the members of FAB had spoken with other Township groups regarding the request for a tree nursery.
In response to a question by Mr. Hoffman, it was stated that the request for funding for a banner and flag is a one time request.

In response to a question by Mr. Mennen, Mrs. Murphy stated that the line item request for community outreach funding is related to the designation as a Tree City.  Discussion followed regarding the cost estimate for the tree nursery.

Charlie Garrett stated that the estimate would be the cost of materials with work being done by Township personnel and ESC students.

Mrs. Murphy noted that she had only heard about the conference in Florida earlier this year. 

Carol Leighton, Chair of the Scenic Roads Commission presented the following list of requested items for the current year with the statement that firmer costs will be determined during the year. 
· Completion of the Heritage Tree program to include plaque (s) and a booklet
$1000

· Participate in an Eagle scout project for park benches



n/c

· Scenic road clean up and equipment






$ 600

· Invasive plant control








tbd

· Professional service consultations






tbd

It was noted that none of the requests are capital expenses, as all would be considered operational.

Mr. Mennen noted that there are many cross over ideas with the FAB and other Township bodies.




Chris Teasdale, Chair of the Environmental Commission (EC) requested two items for the Commission:  an LCD projector at a cost of $900 and the ability to make copies of the Environmental Resource Inventory (ERI) for all Land Use Board and EC members at a cost of $500.
Carmen Natale, Chair of the Parks Committee (PC) initially thanked the Committee for his appointment as Chair.  An overview of PC activities was given and the following items were requested for the 2008 budget.

· Bark in the Park




$1000
· Movie Night (4 planned for 2008)


$1000

· Music in the Park (new for 2008)


$1000

· Consulting Services




$2000

· Advertising & promotion



$1000
TOTAL






$6000

Capital improvements being requested.

· Playground at Christie Hoffman Farm (CHF)




Fundraising has been planned, but the PC is requesting funding from the Township. 

· Multi use court at the Oldwick fields



$35,000 - $40,000

This would be a solid surface court used for various sports.  The possibility of using the court in the winter as a skating area will be discussed.

· Projector for Movie Night





$3000

This is a different projector than that requested by the EC.

·  Eight picnic tables for Township parks (Oldwick fields and Fairmount North)
Mr. Van Doren stated that the proposed picnic tables should be constructed of recycled materials and not metal.

Thanks were given to the DPW for their work done with the PC for Movie Night.

In response to a question by Mr. Hoffman, Mr. Natale stated that the cost of the playground did not include excavation costs.

Mr. Mennen noted that there was a 2007 discussion that the Boy Scouts might construct picnic tables from fallen trees.  Discussion followed regarding the placement of the proposed playground at the CHF.

Mr. Mennen questioned the proposed line item Consulting Services and was informed that this service is included in the professional’s line item and not earmarked for individual groups. 

Mr. Hoffman left the meeting at this time.

Robin Love spokeswoman for the former ad-hoc Pascale Park Utilization Committee presented her 2008 budget request to the Township Committee.
· Collate all existing drawings and establish a central file


$   500
· Outside consultant to prepare GIS overlay mapping


$ 1600

· Site walk by a qualified environmental consultant to define the threatened and endangered species







$ 2500

· Invasive plant species and management plan



$ 4100

· Matching grant application






$ 2000

· Miscellaneous 







$ 2500

· Petty Cash








$   500
TOTAL









$13,700

In response to a question by Mr. DiMare, it was stated that the funds requested for matching grant application would entail utilizing Township staff.

Cindy Ehrenclou from URWA explained how the rates were determined for the invasive plant inventory and removal.  It was noted that URWA has applied for a grant that could be utilized for the Pascale property.

In response to a question by Mr. Mennen, Ms. McGrorey stated that volunteer groups do not receive a petty cash amount.   Mr. Mennen questioned how the invasive plant request differs fro m the request made by the SRC.

Mayor Voyce noted that there was a request in the original plan for an educational component.  

Patrice Marturana stated that an environmental education facility on the Pascale property is greatly anticipated by the Township’s teachers.
David Herbst noted that the group needs to “walk before it runs” and work needs to commence in this multi-generational environmental project.

Mr. Hoffman returned to the meeting at this time.

Don Broughton, Chair of the Equestrian Committee (EQC) presented the Committee with the 2008 objectives.  Mr. Broughton stressed the need to have communication between all Township boards.  The total 2008 budget request is $4300 which is comprised of the following items:  
· Update brochure






$ 500

It was noted that members of the EQC, the Tewksbury Trail Association (TTA) and Township personnel help to maintain and enhance trails on Township property.  Special thanks were given to Jesse Landon and Hayden Hull.

· Equestrian warning signs





$ 500

· Assist Police and Rescue with large animal rescue


$ 350

This cost would cover the cost for one individual to attend a class on how to handle large animals in emergency situations.

· Jumps in CHF – maintenance and creation of one new jump
$2750

· Miscellaneous







$ 200
TOTAL









$4300

It was noted that the TTA spent between $2000 - $3000 clearing the trails in the Township.  

In response to a question by Mr. DiMare, Mr. Broughton noted that the requested amount of $2750 for jumps is for a new jump at the CHF.  The EQC should contact the PC regarding placement of the proposed jump in the park.

Mr. DiMare noted that he is not in favor of additional signs in the Township and the EQC should contact the SRC regarding additional signs on Township roads.  Mr. Broughton agreed that he is not in favor of an excessive number of signs.   

Mayor Voyce noted that the 2008 EQC objectives were well listed.

The 2008 budget will be further discussed at a meeting to be held on 3/6/08 at 7:30 AM and 3/15/08 at 12:30 PM in the Police Administration Building.

Ms. McGrorey left the meeting at this time.

9.
Highlands Comments

Discussion followed regarding the Highlands comments prepared by the Township Planner and

the Agricultural Advisory Committee (AAC) which must be received by the Highlands Council by

02-28-08.

It was stated that the Chair of the Land Use Board approved of item #8 from

the AAC.

Mr. Van Doren stated that the AAC wishes to send their comments as adopted to the Highlands Council.  Hank Klumpp a member of the AAC agreed with the statement by Mr. Van Doren.  Mr. DiMare stated that item #9 from the AAC should not be included.

Discussion followed regarding who should send the letter and in what format.

Mr. Van Doren, who also sits on the AAC stated that he was not in favor of submitting the AAC letter with point #9 included.  

Mr. Hoffman made a motion to incorporate the two documents and submit as one with the indication that the AAC comments be noted separately, seconded by Mr. Mennen.

Robin Love opined that the Township Committee should not send the AAC comments together with their own as the Highlands Council would think that the Committee endorsed the AAC’s comments.
Mr. Mennen stated that he had no problem with sending two separate letters on Township letterhead and attaching the AAC comments indicating that the AAC is an advisory committee to the Township Committee.

Mr. Klumpp noted that the Highlands Council is made up of environmentalists and is not in support of farmers.  He added that Tewksbury is no longer a farming community but has become a bedroom community.

Mr. Mennen stated that he would rather see the AAC document be sent as a separate document to the Highlands Council, adding that the Township Committee should not alter the document as created by the AAC.
Mr. DiMare reiterated his concern with point #9 from the AAC document stating that it is not an appropriate document to send from the Township Committee.

Mr. Hoffman reiterated that the document should be sent as a whole from the Township Committee or the AAC should send their comments separately.

Mr. Landon suggested that the AAC comments should be sent as an attachment.

A roll call vote was taken and the above noted motion failed.  Ayes:  Hoffman, Mennen.  Nay:  DiMare, Van Doren, Voyce.

Mr. Mennen made a motion to attach the AAC letter with the notation that the attachment is submitted by the AAC with no notation that the Township Committee neither endorses nor refutes the comments, seconded by Mr. Hoffman.    A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Hoffman, Mennen, Voyce.  Nay:  DiMare, Van Doren.

10.
Public Participation

Robin  Love reiterated her concern with the action taken regarding the AAC letter.  She opined that attaching the AAC document shows endorsement by the Township Committee.

Jim Mattarazzo stated that extension center of Rutgers University should be contacted with regard to identifying and removing invasive plants prior to the Township Committee spending taxpayer dollars for the project.  He added that there may be funding available for the work. 

11.
Township Committee Comments

Mr. Van Doren noted that he was in attendance at the Governor’s budget speech and he added his concern with the possible elimination of the Agriculture Department.
He added that he attended the School Board meeting recently and the matter of the funding for the Pascale house was discussed.  It was added that there are no candidates yet for the three seats on the Board of Education.
Mr. Hoffman noted that residents are now living at the UCP facility and the roadway is not yet listed on the 9-1-1 roll.  Mr. Landon stated that the 9-1-1 coordinator submitted the information to the County and Mr. Landon notified the County and the fire and rescue squads.  

Mayor Voyce opined that the meeting was very productive and thanked all the groups for participating.  

12.
Executive Session

At 11:35 PM Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Mr. Dimare.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

.  

RESOLUTION #54-2008
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Personnel.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.

_____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

Mr. Mennen and Mr. van Doren left the meeting prior to the commencement of the Quarry discussion.

13.
Reconvened
The meeting reconvened at 12:20 AM.

Mr. DiMare made a motion authorizing the Mayor to execute a contract with Courter, Kohen, Cobert effective 2-29-08 with the following points noted in Schedule A (fee schedule).  
· The monthly retainer of $1500 is to include one noticed evening meeting.

· Paralegals hourly rates are $75.00 
· The meeting fee for any other noticed evening meeting (outside of the one included in the retainer) will be $400

The above noted motion was seconded by Mr. Hoffman.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Voyce.  Nays: None. Not present:  Mennen, Van Doren.

Mr. Hoffman made a motion to adopt Resolution #55-2008, seconded by Mr. DiMare. A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Voyce.  Nays: None. Not present:  Mennen, Van Doren.

RESOLUTION 55-2008

A RESOLUTION APPOINTING A CERTAIN TOWNSHIP PROFESSIONAL AND AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A NON-FAIR AND OPEN CONTRACT FOR A CERTAIN TOWNSHIP PROFESSIONAL


WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury has a need to acquire professional services of the professional set forth below in Paragraph No. 1; and


WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury purchasing agent has determined and certified in writing that the value of each acquisition will exceed $17,500; and


WHEREAS, the anticipated term of each contract is as set forth below in Paragraph No. 1, and


WHEREAS, the Township professional set forth below in Paragraph No. 1 has submitted a proposal indicating he will provide the professional services described below in Paragraph No. 1 for the amount set forth in the professional’s proposal; and


WHEREAS, the Township professional set forth below in Paragraph No. 1 has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that the Township professional has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Township of Tewksbury in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit the Township professional from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and


WHEREAS, a certification of availability of funds, specifying the line item appropriation(s) to be charged as to the contract set forth below in Paragraph No. 1 has been provided by the Chief Financial Officer of the Township of Tewksbury 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, New Jersey as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to execute a contract with the following as described below for a one year period through 12/31/08 effective 02/29/08.


Professional



Position

Term of Contract

	Courter, Kobert & Cohen
	Municipal Attorney 
	One year



2.  The Business Entity Disclosure Certification, Certification of Availability of Funds and the Determinations of Value are hereby placed on file with this resolution.


3.  This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” under the provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law because this is a recognized profession licensed and regulated by law and it is not feasible to obtain competitive bids.


4.  A copy of this resolution shall be published in the Hunterdon Review and Hunterdon County Democrat as required by law, within ten days of its passage.

_____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

Mr. DiMare made a motion to adopt Resolution #56-2008, seconded by Mr. Hoffman The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Voyce.  Nays: None. Not present:  Mennen, Van Doren.
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RESOLUTION #56-2008

RESOLUTION GRANTING TEMPORARY QUARRY LICENSE TO

MARCH 31, 2008

 
                                 SUBJECT TO CERTAIN CONDITIONS


WHEREAS, on June 27, 2000, the Township of Tewksbury ("Township") adopted an ordinance regulating quarrying and requiring a license to conduct that activity ("Ordinance"); and


WHEREAS, Stavola Quarries, LLC, 810 Thompson Avenue, Bound Brook, New Jersey ("Stavola") is the owner of a quarry known as the Oldwick Materials Quarry, Oldwick, New Jersey ("Quarry'); and


WHEREAS,  Stavola submitted a Quarry License Application on December 6, 2007, for the year 2008 which requires review by the Township Engineer and Township Planner to determine if its generally consistent with the requirements of the Ordinance and Township requirements; and


WHEREAS,  the Township has become very concerned with (1) the fact that the Quarry has failed to adequately address certain issues pertaining to wet weather monitoring of the Rockaway Creek as more fully set forth in a report of Dr. Raymond Ferrara entitled “Surface Water Quality and Ground Water Monitoring Summary Report for the Period November 2006 to October 2007 for Stavola Quarries, LLC (“Ferrara  Report”) and (2) the fact the Township Engineer, on February 14, 2008, observed a silt-laden plume emanating from Quarry operations, which could have significant impact on the Rockaway Creek aquatic life.  This is especially troubling to the Mayor and Committee due to the fact that careful monitoring of the Rockaway Creek and compliance with the requirement of Dr. Ferrara have been included as conditions of the Quarry’s Plenary and temporary licenses for many years.


WHEREAS, Quarry has not yet responded to a January 29, 2008 report from Andrew Holt, P.E. of  Suburban Consulting Engineers, Township Engineers, regarding deficiencies in the Quarry’s application for a plenary license for the year 2008 (“Holt Report”).


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Committee do not wish to approve a plenary license until such time as Stavola has submitted a complete application, the Township professionals have had adequate time to review it, Stavola has addressed the issue of monitoring and control of storm water entering the Rockaway Creek and any outstanding issues raised by the Township professionals in connection with the license application review.


WHEREAS, The Mayor and Committee are also extremely concerned with the failure of the Quarry to fulfill the requirements of Dr. Ferrara with respect to properly monitoring the water quality and quantify of the Rockaway Creek, a Category 1 Stream in light of the fact that Dr. Ferrara stated in his Report the following:

“It is disappointing that after 5 years [Oldwick Materials Quarry] still has not complied with the requirements of the wet weather monitoring program and collected sufficient data to determine whether or not storm water runoff from the site is impacting Rockaway Creek.  This deficiency continues in spite of the recommendation of our April 5, 2005 meeting (and subsequent correspondence), and our reports of September 3, 2002, April 12, 2004 and March 2, 2005.”


WHEREAS,  The Mayor and Committee believe that if Stavola continues to fail to address the issues in the Ferrara Report, it should not be permitted to continue to operate because of the potential dangers to the Rockaway Creek posed by its operations, and 


WHEREAS,  The Mayor and Committee also believe that if the Quarry does not adequately respond to the 19 items listed in the Holt Report as required by the Township Engineer, then the  Quarry should not be permitted to continue to operate because of  potential threats to the heath and safety of the Township of Tewksbury and its residents, and,


WHEREAS,  the Mayor and Committee have commissioned the Township Engineer to establish a time schedule for Stavola to fulfill the conditions of the Ferrara Report and the 19 items listed in the Holt Report; and


WHEREAS, Andrew Holt has outlined the actions to be taken by Stavola, and the times within which those actions are to be taken, in a letter dated February 22, 2008 (“Holt Letter-February 22, 2008”).


 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, Hunterdon County, New Jersey, that a Temporary  Quarry License is hereby granted to Stavola Quarries, LLC, until and including March 31, 2008, subject to the following terms and conditions:

1. All operations of the Oldwick Materials Quarry will be conducted, and permitted only in accordance with Ordinance, the Quarry License Application, the 2007 License and the terms and conditions set forth in a letter from Robert C. Bogart, P.E. to Jesse Landon, Township Administrator, dated June 7, 2001 ("Bogart Letter"), and the terms of this Temporary License. The Quarry License Application, prior Quarry License applications, the 2007 Quarry License and the Bogart Letter and the documents listed therein are incorporated herein by reference.

2. Stavola may use up to three portable crushers on site in order to carry out the processing of the already shot rock. The type of crusher(s) to be used shall be approved in writing in advance by the Township Engineer. Stavola agrees to use portable crushers that incorporate the best available technology to reduce dust and noise from their operations. The crushers may only be used in such locations as are approved by the Township Engineer in accordance with the Bogart Letter.

3. Except for local deliveries within one mile of this exit, Stavola shall prohibit all dump trucks and vehicles having a gross weight, in excess of four tons from making a right-hand turn onto Rockaway Road when exiting the Quarry. Stavola will post adequate signage at the exit of the Quarry to notify truck drivers of this restriction.

4. The submission of a quarterly report from Raymond A. Ferrara, Ph.D. of  Omni Environmental Corporation ("Omni") finding that (1) the operation of the Quarry has been in conformance with the Quarry's NJPDES permit; (2) the operation of the Quarry has not measurably impacted, in any aspect, the Rockaway Creek; (3) storm water runoff emanating from Block 44, Lot 24, and Block 46, Lot 18 on the Tax Maps of the Township of Tewksbury ("Property") has been adequately handled before discharge to Rockaway Creek such that no measurable impact, in any aspect to the Creek, has occurred as a result of such discharge; and (4) ground water levels have not been adversely impacted by the operation of the Quarry.  The Quarry shall timely submit to Dr. Ferrara such reports and information from reputable professionals, in the form established by Dr. Ferrara, as reasonably necessary for him to prepare the reports to the Township required by this paragraph. In the event that Dr. Ferrara's report does not provide an affirmative finding for any of the above, the Quarry will take reasonable and prompt steps to rectify the conditions responsible for the lack of such affirmative finding(s). In the event that the Quarry is unsuccessful in doing so, the Municipality reserves the right, upon ten (10) days notice to the Quarry, to revoke the license granted herein. The Quarry may challenge any such action in accordance with the law. All fees and expenses billed by Omni shall be paid through the escrow account established by the Quarry.

5. Stavola shall continue to submit a water quantity and quality monitoring reports from S&S Environmental Services ("S&S") (or other expert designated by it) which reports   shall be consistent with the proposal of S&S, dated November 7, 2002 and the requirements set forth in a letter dated December 9, 2002 from Dr. Raymond Ferrara of Omni Environmental Corporation ("Omni"). Effective January 1, 2004 and continuing through the period of this License, the Quarry shall perform the water quality and quantity analysis as described in the November 7, 2002, proposal from S&S and as amended by the requirements set forth in the December 7, 2002, letter from Omni. In addition, the Quarry shall comply with the terms and conditions of a letter from Omni to the Township, dated February 27, 2007.

6. The granting of this Temporary Quarry License does not eliminate or replace the need for Stavola to comply with all requirements of the ordinances of the Township of Tewksbury.

7. In the event that the Township Engineer determines that there is a discernable impact upon a resident's person or property from the blasting, then Stavola shall take steps to respond to the resident's concern, including, but not limited to, considering whether the sequence, timing, size or location of future blasts can be altered in some way to diminish the impact upon the resident. In the event that Stavola either refuses to or cannot come up with a viable solution to the resident's problem, then the municipality, at its option and upon recommendation of its Township Engineer, may hire a blasting expert, to be paid pursuant to the escrow agreement, to determine what additional steps may be available to deal with this situation and to make such recommendations as the expert sees fit. In the event that Stavola is not willing to carry out the recommendations of the municipal blasting expert, then the Township may pursue such options as are available to it as law.

8. Stavola shall comply with the terms and conditions of a letters, dated January 5, March 9, and June 11, 2007 from Andrew Holt, P.E., P.P., C.M.E., Township Engineer, incorporated herein by reference.

9. Stavola shall continue to comply with the comments of the Tewksbury Township Planning Board, dated February 21, 2002, attached to prior Licenses.

10. If not already provided, this Quarry License shall not become effective until Stavola submits, in a form and amount acceptable to the Township Engineer, a Performance Bond as required by the Ordinance.

11. If not already provided, Stavola shall comply with and supply to the Township within ten (10) days of the date hereof copies of all county, state and federal approvals necessary or incidental to quarrying operations at the Quarry for the year 2008.  Through out the term of this temporary license, Stavola shall provide Township with a copy of all correspondence to and from any regulatory agencies which regulate quarry activities in the Township.

12. The granting of this Temporary License does not endorse the design, lot or road layout, drainage or any other matter contained in the Reclamation Plan Narrative, Reclamation Alternatives or Mining Plan, and prior to commencing reclamation activities at the Quarry, Stavola shall obtain any necessary development approvals from the appropriate Township board or agency.

13. The granting of this Temporary License does not approve the use of an asphalt or concrete plant or any recycling operations on site.

14. The granting of this Temporary License is without prejudice and does not grant to Stavola any "grandfather rights" to operate or carry on any quarry operations of any type for any years subsequent to the year 2008, nor guarantee the grant of a license for 2008.  

15. Stavola shall, if it has not already done so, pay any outstanding taxes due on the Property.

16. Stavola will maintain sufficient balance in its escrow account to reimburse all township professionals for their services in connection with review of quarry operations, licensing and applications. If Stavola wishes to challenge the escrow billing of any professional engaged by the Township it may do so in accordance with the procedure established pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-53.1.

17. The grant of this Temporary License is without prejudice to any claims made by the Township that Stavola is in violation of any ordinances of the Township with respect to improper or unauthorized removal of trees, or for any other reason.

18. The grant of this Temporary License is without prejudice to any claims made by the Township that Stavola is in violation of any wetland lands regulations of the State of New Jersey.

19. For the reasons set forth in the Recitals section of this Resolution, this Temporary License is conditioned upon the Quarry fulfilling the conditions and time lines set forth in the Holt Letter of February 22, 2008.  The Mayor and Committee specifically reserve the right to revoke this Temporary License at any time on 5 days written notice to the Quarry if it fails to fulfill the terms of the Holt Letter of February 22, 2008, any other requirements of the Township Engineer, Dr. Raymond Ferrara or the terms of this Temporary License.

_____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

Mr. Hoffman made a motion to appoint the following individuals, seconded by Mr. DiMare.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Voyce.  Nays: None. Not present:  Mennen, Van Doren.

Patty Dillon

Scenic Roads Commission

Alternate #1

1 year
Ed D’Armiento

Parks Committee


Regular member 
3 years

John Sommer

Parks Committee


Alternate #1

2 years
Mr. DiMare made a motion authorizing the continuation of the contract with Gebhardt & Kiefer specifically for matters pertaining to the quarry and the Pottersville Sewer and to authorize the Attorney to proceed with settlement as discussed in Executive Session, seconded by Mr. Hoffman. A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Voyce.  Nays: None. Not present:  Mennen, Van Doren.

14.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:30 AM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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