TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

SEPTEMBER 9, 2008 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a regular session on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor William Voyce presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members, Louis DiMare, Robert Hoffman, William Mennen, and Shaun Van Doren.
Jesse Landon, Township Administrator, Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk and Michael Selvaggi, Township Attorney were in attendance.

There were approximately eleven members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Voyce.
2.
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.

3.
Correspondence
The Correspondence List is attached to the minutes.

Mr. DiMare questioned if item “x” was the same letter as discussed at the previous Township Committee meeting.

Mr. Hoffman requested a copy of item “q”.

Mr. Van Doren stated that he would like to discuss a letter received earlier from the CADB regarding 2009 County Planning Incentive Grant funding for Hill and Dale Farms.

4. 
Public Participation

Kathleen Herzog stated that she was a friend of Eleanor Burd and supported the Burd family’s desire to allow fundraising concerts on the property.
Valerie and Matt Burd were present to state their support of allowing concerts at the Burd Farm on 48 Farmersville Road.
Eleanor and John Burd requested that the Township Committee adopt a special events ordinance.

Arnold Shapack stated his agreement with comments made by Mrs. Burd, adding that a special use Ordinance would be beneficial to the residents of the Township.

He added his thanks to the Township for the work done on paving the library parking area.

Chris Teasdale questioned the position of the Township regarding the COAH lawsuit with which the County and some Hunterdon County municipalities are involved as to the applicability of the new round of rules.

Mayor Voyce stated that the Township is not involved in the lawsuit and is in a good position as they have met COAH’s needs.  It was noted that this will be fully discussed at the 9/23/08 Township Committee meeting.

In response to a question by Mr. Teasdale, Mr. Selvaggi noted that the Township will not participate in the lawsuit, but if the litigants are successful any changes made would apply unilaterally to all parties.

David Barnes noted that the utility company has started the clean up of logs located at the bottom of the transmission lines that cross the stream on Fairmount Road East onto the Storms property.  He added that the next section appears to be being clear cut and he expressed his concern with the possibility of invasive plants taking over.

5.
Actions to be taken
· Ordinance Introduction
Mr. Van Doren made a motion to introduce Ordinance #13-2008, seconded by Mr. Hoffman.

Mr. DiMare noted that the Ordinance is being amended in response to a recent situation and he suggested that the entire Ordinance be looked at and perhaps amended more fully.  He suggested that the definition of “holiday” be more clearly defined and types of soliciting be more specifically distinguished.
Mr. Selvaggi stated that he would have a new Ordinance for an upcoming meeting. 
Mr. Van Doren withdrew his motion to introduce Ordinance #13-2008, seconded by Mr. Hoffman.

· Consent Agenda

Ms. Brassard noted that Resolution #130-2008 was not included on the Consent Agenda.

Mr. Mennen requested that Resolution #128-2008, regular and Executive Session minutes of 8/12/08 and the authorization to allow fencing to remain in a conservation easement located on Block 5 Lot 2.13 be removed from the Consent Agenda.

Mr. Van Doren requested that the authorization to refund the $200.00 driveway permit fee for Block 38 Lot 9 be removed from the Consent Agenda.  

He questioned the coding of check #5786 regarding payment for work at the Bartles site.  Mr. Landon stated that he would confirm that the funds should be paid through the current fund (as opposed to the capital fund).  

In response to a question by Mr. Hoffman, Mr. Landon explained that the bill for stone recycling is for road sweepings and chip and seal matter that cannot be reused and must be recycling in order to avoid fines from governmental agencies.  He added that the stone is tested prior to being deemed necessary to recycle.  Mr. Hoffman expressed his concern with the high cost of stone recycling. 

Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of the Consent Agenda as amended, seconded by Mr. Dimare.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO 8/26/08 and 09/09/08
· Authorization to have Municipal Clerk sign application for Jr. OFC member – Kyle Hafstad 

· Authorization to have Mayor sign amendment to Raffle License 

ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA
Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of Resolution #128-2008, seconded by Mr. DiMare.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Abstain:  Hoffman, Mennen.

RESOLUTION #128-2008

ENDORSING ACQUISITION OF EASEMENT AND USE OF SADC PLANNING INCENTIVE GRANT FUNDING FOR SERENITY HILLS FARM

WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey realizes the importance of preserving agricultural lands within the County of Hunterdon and in particular the Township of Tewksbury; and

 WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury has reviewed the application to sell the development easement of John Crimi/Serenity Hills Farm, owner of 307 acres of farmland located in the Township of Tewksbury also known as Block 3, Lots 4.01 and 4.02, Block 4, Lots 4.02 through 4.14 and Lot 4.16 and area within Barclay Road.

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury is also aware that this farm is located within a designated Agriculture Development Area. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury that the acquisition by purchase of the development rights on the above referenced property by the State Agriculture Development Committee and the County of Hunterdon  pursuant to the Agriculture Retention and Development Act, NJSA 4:1C-11 et seq, PL 1983, c 32 and NJAC 2:76-6 is hereby endorsed and supported; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Planning Incentive Grant monies specifically allocated to the John Crimi/Serenity Hills Farm be utilized for this acquisition and no other available Township Planning Incentive Grant funds be allocated for this acquisition; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that two certified copies of this Resolution shall be sent to the State Agriculture Development Committee and the County of Hunterdon.

_____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of the minutes of 8/12/08, seconded by Mr. Hoffman.   The motion was approved.  Ayes: Hoffman, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Abstain:  DiMare, Mennen.

· Minutes of 8/12/08 

The Executive Session minutes of 8/12/08 were held for adoption until further discussion is held.

Mr. Mennen requested additional information regarding the authorization to allow fencing to remain in a conservation easement located on Block 5 Lot 2.13.  Mr. Landon stated that the Township Committee needs to make the final decision regarding the matter as outlined in the original deed.  Further discussion followed regarding the matter and how the fencing issue was initially discovered.  
Mr. Mennen suggested that the property owner be required to install markers on the property and to get the necessary language from the Land Use Board Attorney.

Mr. Mennen made a motion to allow fencing to remain in a conservation easement located on Block 5 Lot 2.13 base upon the condition that the owner complies with standard language regarding the demarcation of the conservation easement area, seconded by Mr. Van Doren.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: DiMare.  
· Authorization to allow fencing to remain in a conservation easement located on Block 5 Lot 2.13

Mr. Mennen made a motion authorizing the refund of the $200.00 driveway permit fee for Block 38 Lot 9, seconded by Mr. Hoffman The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Voyce.  Nays: None. Abstain:  Van Doren.  
· Authorization to refund $200.00 driveway permit fee for Block 38 Lot 9 

6.
Reports
Township Committee Sub Committee

Finance

Mr. Van Doren noted that the 2009 Budget is already being discussed and further formal discussion will follow after the November election.  He noted that the operating budget is currently under spent. 

Public Works

Mr. DiMare noted that the Harvest Festival is rescheduled for 10/25/08.  He added that the work on Farmersville Road started later than scheduled and the curbing on Big Spring Road has been installed.

Public Safety

Mr. Hoffman noted a letter received from Chief O’Dell regarding his upcoming retirement in February 2009, adding that the Township Committee needs to discuss what actions to take with regard his retirement.
He noted that the Township fire and rescue squads have been busy. 
Planning/Land Use

Mr. Mennen noted that the Land Use Board has been fairly quiet except for the JCP&L substation application.

The Land Use subcommittee met earlier in the summer to discuss the concept of a special use permitting Ordinance.  He added that an additional meeting of the subcommittee would be needed in order to come up with a draft Ordinance to present to the full Township Committee.  Mr. Mennen noted that the Ordinance can be tailored to address specific questions and concerns and would be drafted so that the Township Committee would be the grantor of a permit for a special event.

Education/Community Affairs

Mayor Voyce noted the following items.

· School has started for the year

· Harvest Festival has been rescheduled for 10/25 with a rain date of 10/26.

· The Trail Pace was held on 9/7/08.

· The staffing of the Pascale Advisory Committee needs to be discussed.
Township Attorney

Mr. Selvaggi had nothing to discuss in open session.
Township Administrator 

Mr. Landon noted the following items.

· The Oldwick Fire Company was noted as a possible new venue for the Township Holiday Party.  

· A celebration to mark Chief O’Dell’s retirement should be planned.

· A discussion regarding COAH will be held at the upcoming Township Committee meeting.  Discussion followed regarding the ongoing discussion between the offices of COAH and the Highlands Council.

· Andrew Holt should be designated as the liaison to the HC Wastewater Management Plan.
· A memo from Shana Goodchild was discussed with regard to County rights-of-way.  Mr. Van Doren stated that he was not in favor of increasing rights-of-way on or near historic districts.

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to send a letter to the County stating that the Township Committee wishes to have the right-of-way for the properties noted (Tewksbury Associates and Melick) remain at 66 feet and also does not wish any further rights-of-way for Township roads, seconded by Mayor Voyce.    The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Abstain:  Hoffman, Mennen.

Mr. Van Doren reiterated his concern with the work being done at the Bartles site and the fact that the Township should not be paying for work being done by Suburban Consulting Engineers to correct previous mistakes.

Mr. Hoffman stated that he did not see why the detention basin should be re-established a second time.

Mr. Mennen suggested that Mr. Holt come to the 9/23/08 Township Committee meeting to further discuss the matter.  

Additional comments were made regarding the existing swale and the matter of water on the site.
Mr. Hoffman opined that silt fencing should be installed around the Bartles house.

In response to a question by Mr. DiMare, Mr. Selvaggi noted that if the Township wanted to  make a claim against the contractor (with regard to Bartles), it should be done  sooner rather than later in order to preserve the Township’s rights.  Additional comments were made regarding the existing bonds and insurance related to the matter.

Mr. DiMare questioned the status of the comments as previously submitted by the Sidewalk sub-committee.  Mr. Landon noted that the Engineer submitted information to the Township Committee and the sum of $150,000.00 is still available.  He stated that this matter should be added to an upcoming agenda for discussion.

Mr. Dimare made a motion to put the sidewalk issues on an upcoming agenda or if the Committee is ready to make a decision tonight, to act appropriately and accept the subcommittee’s suggestion.

Mr. DiMare noted that he would like additional information regarding the cost savings related to the four day work week as he would be interested in possibly looking into extending the shortened work week through the end of the year.

Further discussion followed regarding the sidewalk matter.  It was stated that the final recommendation of the subcommittee was to utilize the available grant money for repair and restoration of existing sidewalks in an historically appropriate manner starting at the Zion Lutheran Church Christian Education Center on Church Street.  It was stated that the funds might progress the work as far as the Oldwick Spa on Route 517.  Mr. DiMare opined that it would be appropriate to move forward at this time as some curbing was being installed and the sidewalks are certainly in need of repair and restoration.
Mayor Voyce stated that the Engineer’s estimate of cost suggested commencing the work on the south side of Church Street as opposed to the north because of the numerous trees (on the north side).

Mr. Van Doren agreed that Church Street would be the obvious choice to commence repair and restoration, but he added that a sidewalk from the Oldwick Community Center to the Bartles house is needed.  He stated that there is more pedestrian traffic on this portion of the County road and he would not like to see an accident, adding that a simple cinder pathway or other stable path would be appropriate as opposed to a “white ribbon of concrete.”

Mr. Mennen expressed his concern with already spending $45,000 on engineering fees with nothing to show for it. He stated that the grant money was received for a specific purpose and to spend more of the grant funds on engineering fees would not be fiscally responsible.  He stated that he would like to keep the project “reined in” as much as possible and he would like the opportunity to review the numbers again prior to making a final decision.  He suggested that the matter be further discussed at the 9/23/08 meeting.

As there was no second to Mr. DiMare’s motion, the motion failed.

7.
Public Participation

In response to a question by David Barnes Mr. Selvaggi noted that there currently are approximately six active matters of litigation in the Township.

Mr. Barnes stated that the matter of sidewalks should have a hearing for public input. 
In response to a question by Chris Teasdale it was stated that the green flags in Oldwick are to mark out the sewer lines.

8.
Township Committee Comments

Mr. Hoffman and Mr. Mennen were recused from the following discussion.

Mr. Van Doren brought the CADB letter regarding funding of the Hill and Dale property to the attention of the Committee members present. It was noted that funds will be needed from the Township and no commitment could be made at this point in time.  Mr. Van Doren will contact a County representative to determine when a Resolution from the Township would be needed.
Mr. Hoffman and Mr. Mennen returned to the meeting at this time.

9.
Executive Session

At  9:10 PM Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Mr. Dimare.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: DiMare, Hoffman, Mennen, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

.  

RESOLUTION #130-2008
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Land Acquisition, Personnel, Litigation and Executive Session minutes.
It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.
_____________________

William Voyce

Mayor

10.
Reconvened
The meeting reconvened at 9:45 PM.

Mr. Hoffman made a motion to adopt the Executive Session minutes of 8/12/08, seconded by Mayor Voyce.   The motion was approved.  Ayes: Hoffman, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Not Present:  Mennen, Van Doren.  Abstain:  DiMare.

It was noted that the Mayor will contact the Parks Committee, the Agricultural Advisory Committee and a member of the Board of Education regarding the staffing of the Pascale Advisory Committee (PAC).

The Municipal Clerk will post an opening for a member-at-large of the PAC.

Interviews will be conducted on 10/14/08 for prospective members of the PAC.

11.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:50 PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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