March 6, 2007
The Tewksbury Township Agricultural Advisory Committee met at 6:15 pm on the above date at the Mountainville Meeting Hall 60 Water Street, Mountainville.

Members present were:  Shaun C. Van Doren, chairman, and Terrence McNamara.   Members Theodore G. Koven and Laurence Ross participated via telephone conference.
Mr. Van Doren read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement indicating the meeting was noticed by the Township Clerk on February 24, 2007.

Mr. Van Doren indicated that because of new rules that had been promulgated but not yet adopted by the State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC) and as recommended by the Township Attorney, Judith Kopen, member J. Miller Craig has resigned.  He resigned because his wife is a applicant for farmland preservation funding from the Township and SADC.  She is a co-applicant with her brother and sister-in-law.  Mr. Craig resigned to avoid any appearance of a conflict even though the rule is not yet in effect and may not be adopted.  The Committee commended Mr. Craig for his ethical stance and hopes he can someday return to the Committee.

CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was received:

1. A memo dated January 23, 2007 from the RC&D regarding a new River Friendly program being started;

2. A memo dated January 24, 2007 from the Hunterdon CADB regarding their comments on proposed SADC rules at N.J.A.C.2:76;

3. An email from Judith Kopen, Township Attorney re interpretation of the proposed SADC rules regarding conflicts;

4. A memo dated February 1, 2007 from Susan Craft, Ex. Dir. SADC regarding SADC draft policy P-50: Transition from Existing Farmland Preservation Program Rules to New and Amended Rules Governing Farmland Preservation Program Procedures;

5. A memo dated February 23, 2007 from Susan Craft, Ex. Dir. SADC regarding SADC draft policy P-50: Transition from Existing Farmland Preservation Program Rules to New and Amended Rules Governing Farmland Preservation Program Procedures – Transition Timeline.
MINUTES

Mr. McNamara made a motion to approve the regular session minutes of January 18, 2007.  Mr. Koven seconded the motion.  AYES:  4, NAYS: 0.
FARMLAND PRESERVATION APPLICATION REVIEW

Mr. Van Doren distributed copies and reviewed the application that was submitted by Robert Melick, Audrey E. Melick, Doris Lisi-Craig and Evelyn K. Melick.  The application is to preserve 47.5 acres with frontage on Hill and Dale and Old Turnpike Roads.  The property currently has 1 single family house, 1 garage building and an area which serves as their son’s storage of landscaping equipment.  The proposal is to preserve the entire property less a 1 acre non-severable exception for the landscaping business.  The house would be part of the preserved farm.
Mr. Koven made a motion to accept the application and recommend funding to the Township Committee.  Mr.  Ross seconded the motion.

AYES:  4, NAYS:  0.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:34 pm.

Shaun C. Van Doren
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