TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
May 11, 2009

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:40 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Greg Storms, Bruce Mackie, and Mario Colitti

Absent:  Tom Schroth, Miriam Murphy, Mary Ace and Laurence Malloy
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 14, 2009.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Teasdale opened the meeting up to the public.  There being no public comment Mr. Teasdale closed the public portion of the meeting.  
MINUTES
The minutes of April 13, 2009 were approved, by motion of Mr. Storms and seconded by Mr. Colitti.  All were in favor.

CORRESPONDENCE:

A motion to acknowledge receipt of the following list of correspondence was made by Mr. Mackie and seconded by Mr. Colitti.  All were in favor.  

1) A copy of a letter dated April 23, 2009 from Donald Storms to the Tewksbury Board of Education regarding the Tewksbury Elementary School property and the proposal for school bus parking.  

2) A copy of a letter to Ecohill, LLC from the NJDEP regarding Highlands Exemption (#4) for Block 15, Lot 3.

3) Hunterdon County Soil Conservation District Notices for:

· Vilenchik Pool and Patio Site Plan – Block 12, Lot 32

· Vliettown Farm Improvements – Block 43, Lot 3

· Tewksbury Meadows – Block 37, Lot 7

· Todd Agricultural Field Reclamation – Block 38, Lot 14

· Hecksteden Proposed Pool House – 3 Marigold Lane
Mr. Storms recused himself from the discussion related to the Pascale property and the letter written by Donald Storms.  Mr. Teasdale noted that he attended the township committee meeting regarding the proposed bus depot to be constructed next to the old Pascale house which is continguous to the Pascale Park.  He reported that it was made clear by Mr. Landon that the parkland was encumbered by Green Acres and that the use would not be approved.
The Environmental Commission was unsure if the proposed parking would be located on the school property or on the township parkland.  A discussion ensued regarding the restrictions placed on the park and how a decision to allow this type of use would be made; if the Environmental Commission would be afforded the opportunity to comment, if the ultimate decision is up to the Township Committee or the State.  Mr. Teasdale opined that the State would ultimately decide.  Mr. Teasdale concluded by saying that the Environmental Commission would discuss the issue again if the proposal is presented formally.  

DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Status of ERI 
Mr. Teasdale indicated that he has nothing new to report.  He explained that Frank Banisch’s office has recommended that the ERI become an addendum to the Master Plan.  

· Update on E.C. Liaisons to other Boards/Committees (eg. Forest Advisory Board, Pascale Advisory Committee and Land Use Board)
Mr. Storms explained that he touched base with the other members of the Pascale Advisory Committee and they will be meeting on the 3rd Thursday of the Month.  He would be discussing the schedule with Ms. Goodchild for noticing purposes.  

Mr. Mackie explained that the Land Use Board recently heard the d3 Realty application, which was for a porch/deck that required a side yard setback.  The Board approved the application.  
Mr. Mackie also noted that Eileen Swan will be giving a Highlands Presentation that would be useful to hear and encouraged the Commission members to attend.  It is scheduled for the May 26th Township Committee meeting to be held at the Old Turnpike School.  

· Report on Arbor Day Celebration (Teddy Murphy)
Mr. Teasdale noted that Mrs. Murphy was not in attendance but that she had dropped off artwork that the school children created for Arbor Day.  Mr. Teasdale noted that Mrs. Murphy had reported to him that Arbor Day was a big success.  Mr. Mackie and Mr. Storms both noted that they were there and enjoyed the day.  Mr. Teasdale commended Mrs. Murphy for the hard work she put into the celebration and it was noted that Teddy and Tom Murphy were both awarded the Joyce Kilmer Award for their many years of dedication to trees and the environment.  
· Update on annual water testing program
Mr. Mackie explained that he met with Lyndsay Mancilla to walk through the drop off day procedures.  He explained that all of Monday’s kits were already sold out and not many kits left for the Wednesday return date.  He reported that the program was doing well.  

· Land Use Board Application

The Commission reviewed the DeFelice application, Block 36, Lot 3.18 (Appl. No. 08-05) for a lot coverage variance for a proposed barn.  Mr. Mackie noted that there was a previously approved lot coverage variance for a pool and patio.  The Commission expressed concern about the proximity of the proposed barn to the tributary to the Rockaway Creek; the proposed barn appears to be within a 300 foot buffer.  There was also concern that no access to the barn was shown.  Mr. Teasdale opined that the barn could be placed outside of the buffer zone and outside of the environmentally sensitive areas (on a flat area outside of the riparian buffer).  Mr. Mackie agreed to take the comments to the Land Use Board hearing.  
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the Commission adjourned at 8:22 p.m. by motion of Mr. Colitti and seconded by Mr. Mackie.  All were in favor.  

Respectfully submitted,

Shana L. Goodchild

Land Use Administrator
