TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
March 9, 2009

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Greg Storms, Bruce Mackie, Miriam Murphy, Mary Ace, Mario Colitti and Laurence Malloy arrived at 7:50 p.m.
Absent: 
Tom Schroth.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 14, 2009.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Teasdale opened the meeting up to the public.
Robert Horton, 227 West Maple Ave., Bound Brook, was present and indicated that he attended a recent flower show and won a free deer control spray from a company and asked if the Parks Commission might like to have it for the plantings on Arbor Day.  Mrs. Murphy agreed to get in touch with Mr. Horton if they could use it for the Arbor Day plantings.  Mr. Horton noted that the spray used is environmentally safe and acceptable.  
There being no further public comment Mr. Teasdale closed the public portion of the meeting.  
MINUTES
The minutes of February 9, 2009 were approved, with a minor correction on page 4, by motion of Mr. Storms, seconded by Ms. Ace.  All were in favor.  

CORRESPONDENCE:

The following items of correspondence were reviewed:

1) Notice of Application for Letter of Interpretation from Albert Preziosi regarding Block 43, Lot 2.02, 45 Vliettown Road.  

2) A copy of a letter from NJDEP dated February 10, 2009 regarding Fairmount Presbyterian Church Facilities Improvement – Highlands Act – Exemption #6.

3) SBWA Annual Dinner, March 27, 2009.

4) Upper Raritan Watershed Assoc. – 50th Anniversary Celebration, June 6, 2009.

5) Information from RAdata, Inc. regarding Water sampling.

6) Hunterdon County Soil Conservation District Notices for:

· County Bridge T-36S 

· Hill and Dale Residence – Block 38, Lot 5

· Becker Grading Plan – Block 6, Lot 26

It was noted that after reviewing the information from RAdata Inc. that it might be necessary to speak to SBWA next year and ask them to try to be competitive with their pricing on water kits (it appeared that the SBWA kits might be approx. $25 more than RAdata).  

DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Update on stream crossing protocol (Kathy Hale)
Ms. Kathy Hale from the NJ Water Supply Authority was present and provided an update on the project.  She explained that they started off last year working on the Rockaway and Cold Brook Watersheds and there are 136 sites in the Rockaway Creek Watershed, 40 of those sites have been completed.  Cold Brook had 17 sites and they have all been completed.  Fourteen (14) crossings in the Rockaway Creek Watershed are potential buffer improvement sites and 23 of those 136 crossings are classified as good for visual assessments.  In the Cold Brook Watershed, 12 crossings are potential buffer improvement sites and all 17 of the crossings are classified as good for visual assessments.  Ms. Hale presented photographs taken by the various volunteers during the road crossing inventory.  She noted that there are many more sites left to do in the Rockaway Creek Watershed.  Mr. Teasdale noted that Mr. Horton was looking for a way to help and he thought this might be a good opportunity.  
Mr. Horton noted that he is attending a one day seminar next week at Rutgers on the subject of stormwater management.  
Mr. Teasdale thanked Ms. Hale for the update and indicated that the mutual interest is to complete the project.  

On a different topic, Ms. Hale noted that she was asked by Mr. Schroth regarding stormwater issues.  She provided the Commission members with some information on stormwater management mitigation.  Ms. Hale noted that Tewksbury has two (2) stormwater management ordinances, one (1) is in the DRO, which is the DEP template ordinance and the other is the Grading and Surface Water Management Plan ordinance.  She noted that Bob O’Neil is going to review the existing ordinances and make suggestions if necessary.
Mr. Teasdale recapped the discussion at the March 4, 2009 Land Use Board meeting regarding impervious coverage and the use of rain gardens, etc. to mitigate.  
· Update on E.C. Liaisons to other Boards/Committees (eg. Forest Advisory Board, Pascale Advisory Committee and Land Use Board)
Mr. Storms indicated he had nothing to report as he missed the last meeting.

Mr. Mackie explained that at the March 4, 2009 Land Use Board meeting the Board discussed impervious coverage and the issues related to mitigation.  Rain gardens, rain barrels and other techniques were discussed.  The Township Planner, Frank Banisch, was present and he is going to compile a list of mitigation techniques and help with prioritizing the best solution for each situation.  Mr. Teasdale showed the presentation that was provided to the Land Use Board.  Mr. Teasdale and Mr. Mackie opined that the rain garden was an appealing mitigation application to many of the Land Use Board.  It was noted by Mr. Storms and Mr. Teasdale that the next iteration of the Master Plan should address the use of water by home owners for pools and irrigation systems.    
· Update on Arbor Day Initiative (Teddy Murphy)
Mrs. Murphy reported that the State is going to plant 187 shrubs and trees on 4 Township Parks (Oldwick Fields, Pascale, Christie Hoffman and Fairmount North).  They are planting evergreens on the Oldwick Fields and deciduous trees and shrubs on the other parks.  The State will provide deer netting around the trunks; the trees are 8 to 15 feet tall.  200 volunteers from out of town will help plant them between 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. on Arbor Day.  Mrs. Murphy noted that the State will be meeting with Hayden Hall on Friday to review with him where the holes have to be and how large.  Mr. Storms asked if the holes will be dug with a backhoe or a spade tool to which Mrs. Murphy indicated she did not know but would find out.  Mr. Storms described the benefits of using a spade tool over using a backhoe.  Mr. Storms indicated that it might be beneficial to rent or borrow a spade tool.  Mrs. Murphy noted that the trees have to be watered for 3 consecutive summers and she has Brownie and Cub Scouts that have pledged to water the trees.  The Woman’s Club is recruiting people to water the trees.  Concern was expressed about the need to water the trees.  Mr. Teasdale suggested that he and Mrs. Murphy write a letter to the Township Committee expressing the concern about watering the 187 shrubs and trees and ask for their help.  Mr. Colitti asked if there will be mulch around the trees to which Mrs. Murphy responded in the positive.  
· Update on annual water testing program
Mr. Mackie circulated the draft of the well testing flyer noting it is essentially the same flyer used in past years.  He explained that he did get a response from the Tewksbury Times that they will run the same notice with the details for this year.  Mr. Teasdale reminded Mr. Mackie that the copies would need to be provided to the schools by the end of March.  Mr. Malloy agreed to check on the number of copies needed for the schools and contact Mr. Mackie who will inform Ms. Goodchild.  Mr. Teasdale reminded Mr. Mackie that permission slips needed to be included with the kits so that people will allow their test results to be plotted.  

Mr. Mackie left the meeting at this time.  

· Status of ERI
Mr. Teasdale explained that he spoke with Debbie Kratzer and the Township has received grant money from the Highlands to update the ERI to be consistent with Highlands maps and Ms. Kratzer has been in touch with Eileen Swann who has put the review of Tewksbury’s ERI on hold.  The Highlands Council’s review of Bedminster’s ERI, which is the Highlands template, is going a little slower than expected.  

Mr. Teasdale reviewed with the members some of the draft ERI mapping and changes that Ms. Kratzer will be making.  Mr. Teasdale agreed to review the draft ERI again at a future meeting.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the Commission adjourned at 9:05 p.m. by motion of Mrs. Murphy and seconded by Mr. Malloy.  All were in favor.  

Respectfully submitted,

Shana L. Goodchild

Land Use Administrator
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