TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
January 11, 2010

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m., roll call taken and quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Mario Colitti, Tom Schroth, Teddy Murphy, Joseph Weber, Laurence Malloy arrived at 7:44 p.m. and Mary Ace arrived at 7:50 p.m. 

Absent:  Bruce Mackie
Mr. Teasdale noted that Mr. Mackie was absent because the Township Committee did not realize his appointment had expired for the Environmental Commission.  His term will be addressed at the next Township Committee meeting.  Mr. Teasdale also noted that there is one seat vacant as Gregg Storms was not reappointed.  

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on December 14, 2009.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Chairman Teasdale opened the meeting up to the public.

Angela and Jon Holt, 2 Fox Hill Road, were present.  Mr. and Mrs. Holt were present to provide an update on the JCP&L substation.  Mr. Holt provided an outline of the history of the application and approvals, specifically the DEP amended approval regarding the Highlands Exemption, which conditioned the exemption on the Highlands Council signing off on the screening/landscaping.  Mr. Holt explained that prior to Christmas, JCP&L submitted to the Highlands a landscape plan which is currently being reviewed by the Highlands staff; the Friends of Fairmount have made a request to the Highlands Council that the full council review the plan at a public hearing.  He noted that the Friends of Fairmount participated in the development of the landscape/screening plan but in no way support the plan.   
Mr. Holt explained that the Friends of Fairmount requested that the Township Committee authorize additional funding for Carl Hintz to provide testimony at any public hearing or that he be available to answer any questions from the Highlands staff.  Mr. Hintz was given a budget by the Township committee to work with the Friends of Fairmount and JCP&L to develop a landscape plan.  The Friends of Fairmount cooperated but in no way support the plan.  He went on to explain that a request for additional money for Carl was made but that the Township Committee indicated that they were through allocating money for the remainder of the year and told the Friends of Fairmount to return in 2010.  Mr. Holt explained that the Friends of Fairmount will be returning to make that request at the January 12, 2010 Township Committee meeting and hopes that the Environmental Commission would vote to support that request.  Mr. Holt also noted that the Friends of Fairmount have filed an appeal with the appellate court challenging the BPU’s decision and asking for the 3 judge panel to review the case; the Friends of Fairmount will be asking the Township Committee to join that appeal (the deadline is January 14, 2010).  
Mrs. Holt reminded the Commission that their home is within 260 feet of the substation and that two (2) families in the rear of the proposed substation gain their access from the common driveway that runs directly adjacent to the substation..  
Mr. Holt concluded by saying that if the Highlands Council disapprovs the JCP&L landscape plan for failure to screen it would force JCP&L to apply for full Highlands Act application approval.  

Mr. Teasdale asked what Mr. Hintz would be used for to which Mr. Holt responded testimony at a public hearing.  Mr. Teasdale noted that the Environmental Commission is essentially flying blind as they have not been involved in the project since the initial review when the application was filed with the Land Use Board.  
Mr. Weber opined that a wall with plantings would draw our eye away from the equipment.  Mrs. Holt noted that there are safety concerns with the wall and there will be a significant level of noise associated with the wall.  When asked about moving the substation across the street to the Pascale site, Mr. Holt noted that there was a meeting with a DEP Green Acres representative at the site and a letter issued after the meeting that stated that they are against a diversion.  Mr. Holt added that Shaun Van Doren and Bill Voyce have had discussions with Township Officials in Washington and Chester Townships and they have shown interest in locating the substation at the Combe Land Fill in Chester or the Cleaveland Industrial site.  
Mrs. Murphy expressed concern related to the fire hazard, noting some of the recent fires at substations.  Mr. Weber argued that a fire at a substation is a very low probability.  Mr. Holt explained that based on his research there are explosions associated with the fire and the fire spreads from the explosion.  
Mr. Teasdale opined that the Friends of Fairmount would be best served by having the Environmental Commission support the diversion of use to allow for the substation to be constructed on the Pascale Park.  When asked, Mr. Holt opined that it would be classified as a minor diversion under the Act; a minor diversion requires less land compensation.  However, Mr. Holt pointed out that the Green Acres representative (Mr. Appelget) indicated it would be a major diversion.  Mr. Holt explained that if the substation were proposed on Pascale Park it would be more than 300 feet from the roadway and more than 560 feet from the nearest house.  Mr. Holt noted that they have discussed this idea with the Pascale Park neighbors and they have indicated that they would approve of it being constructed on Pascale as along as it is screened.  When asked, Mr. Holt described the process with JCP&L and the Township for the diversion.  The feedback from JCP&L has been that they will not meet to discuss alternative sites.   
Ms. Ace, Mrs. Murphy and Mr. Teasdale opined that the wire zone and towers already exist on Pascale and therefore they would support the diversion.  

Mr. Malloy noted that he is not in a position to say one site is better than the other from an environmental impact.        

Mr. Weber opined that there are reasons to consider the Pascale property.
Mr. Schroth encouraged the Commission to support the alternative of using the Pascale Park site.  

Mr. Colitti strongly endorsed using the Pascale site as an alternative location for the substation in the interest of the public, health, safety and welfare.  Mr. Colitti feared that if JCP&L digs in heels, the only hope is that the Highlands Council heeds the arguments and considers the entire record of the application.  
Mr. Teasdale noted that the Commission is generally in support of the concept of an alternative site.   

Mr. Weber made a motion that the Environmental Commission strongly recommends that the Township Committee give serious consideration to supporting the move of the JCP&L substation from Fox Hill Road to an appropriate site on Pascale Park.  On the face of it, there is no obvious environmental objection, assuming the new site passes through proper due diligence and approvals.  The Commission urges the Township to look carefully at this option and to remove any legal obstacles within its purview to effectuate this relocation.  Further, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Mr. Appelget at the NJDEP and to the Highland Council.  Ms. Ace seconded the motion
Those in favor: Mary Ace, Mario Colitti, Laurence Malloy, Miriam Murphy, Tom Schroth, Chris Teasdale, and Joeseph Weber.

Those Opposed: None

Mr. and Mrs. Holt thanked the Commission for its time and support and Mr. Teasdale closed the public participation portion of the meeting.

MINUTES
· November 9, 2009 and December 14, 2009
There was discussion about a correction to page 2 of the November 9, 2009.  Ms. Murphy noted that the document had not been forwarded by Ms. Goodchild as reported.  With that notation, Mr. Schroth made a motion to accept the minutes of November 9, 2009 and Ms. Ace seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  

The minutes of December 14, 2009 were reviewed.  Page 1, the date under claims should be Nov. 23, 2009.  Page 3, strike the apostrophe after Palmers.  A motion was made by Ms. Ace and seconded by Mr. Schroth to accept the minutes of December 14, 2009 with the edits as listed.  All were in favor.  

DISCUSSION ITEMS
· Update on E.C. Liaisons to other Boards/Committees (eg. Forest Advisory Board and Land Use Board)
Mr. Teasdale reported that he attended the January 6, 2010 Land Use Board meeting to present the ERI.  Ms. Goodchild will be providing everyone with a copy on disk.  

Mr. Teasdale noted while he was at the January 6, 2010 Land Use Board meeting an informal discussion by the Johnson family was presented outlining their plans for the estate.  They would like to subdivide 13 lots which average approx. 40 acres each for children and grand children.  They are attempting to minimize road cuts and intend to use existing farm lanes as common driveways.  Mr. Teasdale noted that the Johnsons will be returning for second informal to present more detailed plans.  

Mrs. Murphy explained that Ms. Goodchild filed an application for the Business Stimulus Fund grant.  The results of the application will not be known until the end of January.  The money, if awarded, would be used to hire a landscaping firm to ensure that the trees planted on Arbor Day are watered and maintained.  Mrs. Murphy noted that if the grant is awarded it would make it much less burdensome on the Forestry Advisory Board, which was soliciting volunteers to do the work.  

· Palmer Conservation Easement – Block 27, Lot 81
Mr. Teasdale read the following e-mail received from Ms. Goodchild:

I spoke with the Township Attorney today about the TC’s ability to honor the Palmer’s request to perform woodland management in the conservation easement area.  He explained that the Twp. Committee would have to hold a public hearing before it could allow the change.  The Grantor would then have to agree to the change and someone would have to have the easement legally changed (changing the wording to allow cutting in accordance with a woodland management plan).  So, I guess the EC could comment on whether it makes sense to allow this type of activity within the easement taking into account any environmental constraints within the eased area and whether there will be any impact such as erosion, etc.  I hope I have answered the question.
Mr. Teasdale suggested a site walk of the property before issuing any comment to the Township Committee.  Mr. Teasdale suggested having Ms. Goodchild reach out to the Palmers to gain permission to access the property.  All agreed.  

· 2010 Goals and Objectives
The Commission tabled the discussion of 2010 Goals and Objectives due to the late hour and the absence of Mr. Mackie.  

RESOLUTIONS
· Resolution No. 10-01 – Annual Meeting Dates
The following resolution was approved by motion of Ms. Ace and seconded by Mr. Weber. 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

RESOLUTION NO. 10-01


WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, requires that certain notices of meetings be submitted to the press and other interested persons.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Environmental Commission of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. The schedule of regular meetings of the Environmental Commission for 2010 is hereby approved.

2. The Land Use Administrator is designated as the person responsible for the 

distribution of the following list of regular meetings and those other than regular meetings to those persons and newspapers that request same.

January 11


July 12





February 8


August 9





March 8


September 13





April 12


October 18




May 10


November 8





June 14


December 13

3. The Land Use Administrator is also designated as the person responsible for

posting the list of regular meetings and notice of any other meetings on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building and filing same in the Municipal Office.

4. The Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat are hereby

designated to receive all notices of meetings as required under this Act, as it is determined that these are newspapers which would fulfill the requirements of the Act.

5. Requests for notice made by interested persons and news media shall be

granted without cost.

6. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

ROLL CALL VOTE

Those in Favor:  
Mr. Colitti, Mr. Schroth, Mrs. Murphy, Mr. Weber, Mr. Malloy, Ms. Ace and Mr. Teasdale
Those Opposed:  
None
CORRESPONDENCE:
A motion was made by Mrs. Murphy to acknowledge receipt of the following correspondence.  Mr. Weber seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  

a) A letter dated January 5, 2010 from the County of Hunterdon Department of Parks and Recreation regarding an invitation to be an exhibitor at the Tenth Annual Earth Day Celebration scheduled for April 24, 2010. 

b) Notification dated December 10, 2009 from PS&S regarding application to the NJDEP for GP #1, GP #23, Coastal Wetlands Permit, Flood Hazard Area Individual Permit and Water Quality Certificate for work to be performed by JCP&L.

c) A copy of a letter dated December 15, 2009 from the Friends of Fairmount Historic District to Kevin Appelget, Green Acres regarding Pascale Farm Park Green Acres diversion for JCP&L Substation.  

· Final ERI – distribution of final product
Mr. Teasdale reported that copies have been presented to the Township Committee and Land Use Board and each member will get a CD shortly.  He noted that it is still not on the website because it currently is too large to post.  Ms. Brassard is working on breaking it into smaller files.  

· Report on outcome of 2009 water testing program
Mr. Teasdale reported that he met briefly with Ms. Goodchild about the water testing maps and she is going to discuss this with the GIS person at Township Planner’s office.  

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the Commission adjourned at 9:30 p.m. by motion of Mr. Schroth and seconded by Mrs. Murphy.  All were in favor.  

Respectfully submitted,

Shana L. Goodchild

Land Use Administrator
