BOARD OF HEALTH

MINUTES OF OCTOBER 8, 2009

The Tewksbury Township Board of Health met in regular session at 7:30 P.M. on the above date, in the Police Administration Building, 169 Old Turnpike Road.

Chairman Peter Goyer presided.

Other members present were Anthony Formica and Janet Masterton.

Shirley Czajkowski, Anthony Miele and alternates Richard Mahevich and Zia Shey were not present.

Bob Vaccarella of the Hunterdon County Department of Health was also present.  

1. Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mr. Goyer.

2.
Action to be Taken

Block 6.04
Lot 5.01
Permanent holding tank

Bob Lorentz of Heritage Consulting Engineers and John Connelly of Fairmount Presbyterian Church were present to request approval from the Board regarding the installation of a permanent holding tank on the property noted above.  Mr. Lorentz explained that the Church currently has no sanitary facilities or water service and the matter of installing a small restroom has been discussed for many years.  The proposed restroom will fit in a closet area in the sanctuary of the Church.  It was noted that there is control valve for public water available on the site.

Mr. Lorentz noted that a Highlands exemption was granted because of the fact that the property is a religious organization.

It was added that the church is surrounded by an old cemetery and there is no definite plan showing the location of the graves.  There is also a gravel parking lot on the property that would not be suitable for a disposal field.

Mr. Lorentz explained the proposed design of the system which would consist of a standard 1000 gallon septic tank and a 1000 gallon holding tank.  The holding tank would be aereated, and be equipped with a floatation devise and an alarm to indicate when the tank was at 75% capacity.  Mr. Lorentz estimated that the weekly rate of flow would be less than 100 gallons.

It was noted that the Church will contract with two licensed haulers for disposal of waste.

Mr. Connelly noted that members of the Church use the sanitary facilities at the nearby Community House prior to attending services or events at the Church.  He explained that there used to be outhouses on the property, but there have not been since the 1850’s.

Discussion followed regarding the contractor who will do the work on the property.  It was stated that the area of disturbance will be in the front of the sanctuary between the structure and the stone wall on County Route 517.
Mr. Lorentz explained that the State Septic Code addresses the use of holding tanks for existing malfunctioning systems, but this matter is different because there is no existing system.  He added that the DEP has asked that the local Board of Health give their approval for use of a permanent holding tank and then the final authorization would come directly from the DEP.

After additional discussion, regarding the need for the system on the site, and the possible difficulties that may arise during excavation in an old cemetery, Mr. Goyer made the following motion.

Mr. Goyer made a motion to accept the system as designed for Block 6.04 Lot 5.01 with the understanding that the State Septic Code does not directly address the situation, but the design as presented is the best alternative for the location, seconded by Mr. Formica.  The motion was approved.  Ayes:  Formica, Goyer, Masterton.  Nays:  none.  Absent:  Czajkowski, Miele.

Block 29
Lot 15

Correction to malfunctioning system

Kurt Hoffmanof Kurt Hoffman Engineering was present to discuss the need for five separate waivers as outlined in a letter from the HCDOH dated 09/17/09.  He described the location of the .62 acre property on Cold Spring Road, noting that the property has very steep slopes and physical constraints.  He stated that the existing two bedroom structure has been vacant for over one year and the prospective buyer needs to have an approved septic design prior to purchasing the property from the bank. 
The proposed seepage pits will be located under the existing driveway and will be constructed utilizing traffic bearing tanks.

The existing well will be sealed and a new well will be dug closer to the existing garage.

A proposed 1000 gallon septic tank and pump tank will be installed.

In response to a question by Ms. Masterton, Mr. Hoffman stated that the size of the home will not change:  no additional bathrooms or bedrooms will be added.

Soil logs were reviewed and it was noted that the soil is K3.

Mr. Hoffman noted that his septic design would allow for the least amount of waivers and be the most conforming.  He added that it is the only site on the property for the system because of the physical constraints.

It was noted that the seepage pits will be excavated to a dimension of 10’ x 20’.

Mr. Vaccarella noted that because this is an alteration to a failed system, the use of seepage pits for this property would be appropriate and would make the system more in conformance with the Septic Code.

In response to a question by Mr. Formica, Mr. Hoffman noted that if the driveway were paved in the future, it would actually help with distributing the load (over the seepage pits) more evenly.    

Mr. Hoffman noted that this design would pose no problems to any neighboring wells.

The five requested waivers as noted in the 09/17/09 HCDOH letter were individually noted.

1.  The proposed well will be only 135’ from the proposed seepage pits and not the required 150’.  It was noted that a new well will be dug and the well casing will be installed per Code and be more in compliance than the old well that will be sealed.    The Board agreed with this waiver.
2. The seepage pits will be 38’ from the dwelling and not the required 50’.  Due to the physical constraints of the property, the Board agreed with this waiver as the entire design is making the system more conforming and efficient.

3. The seepage pits will be 67’ from the existing stream and not the required 100’.  As the distance is increased from the existing design, the Board agreed with this waiver.

4. The bottom of the seepage pit will be 20’” above the fractured rock substratum and not the required 48”.  Mr. Hoffman explained that during excavation, a small machine was used and was unable to dig deeper because of the machinery.  He added that the system will be 102” and there would be no issue.  The Board agreed with this waiver.

5. The seepage pits will be located under the existing driveway and shall be traffic bearing tanks.  Mr. Hoffman explained that this is the optimal location for the seepage pits and agreed to utilize traffic bearing tanks.  The Board agreed with this waiver.

In response to a question by Mr. Goyer, Mr. Hoffman stated that the old pit will be pumped and back filled and would not be suitable to utilize for gray water purposes.

Mr. Hoffman also noted that no work may commence until a GP 25 has been obtained from the State DEP as the property is entirely within a wetlands buffer area.

Regarding the plan as submitted by Kurt Hoffman Engineering for an upgrade and relocation of seepage pits, Mr. Goyer made a motion to accept all five waivers as outlined above for the property located at Block 29, Lot 15 subject to receipt of a GP25 from the NJDEP, seconded by Ms. Masterton.  The motion was approved.  Ayes:  Formica, Goyer, Masterton.  Nays:  none.  Absent:  Czajkowski, Miele
3.
Correspondence

a. NJLINCS – updated H1N1 vaccine information

b. NJLINCS – surveillance for Vibrio Illness 

c. Public notice regarding environmental cleanup at former Manzo Contracting Inc. site (quarry)

d. NJLINCS – available funds for Hepatitis B inoculation

e. NJLINCS – first case of west nile virus in Hunterdon county

f. NJLINCS – 2009 H1N1 vaccine conference call

g. NJLINCS – HC influenza like illness activity week ending 9/19/09

h. Report from NALBOH – 2008 local board of health national profile

4. 
Minutes

Mr. Goyer made a motion to adopt the minutes of 09/01/09, seconded by Ms. Masterton. The motion was approved.  Ayes:  Formica, Goyer, Masterton.  Nays:  none.  Absent:  Czajkowski, Miele.

5.
Reports

Submission of Repairs

Block 11
Lot 22.10
baffle, distribution box

Block 35
Lot 7

tank 

Block 15
Lot 11

tank

Block 16
Lot 35

tank

Block 27
Lot 25       
connecting line

Block 6
Lot 31.12
connecting line


Suspected Hazardous Substance Discharge Notification
UST removed

45 Hunter’s Circle

6.
Board Member Comments

Ms. Masterton noted a recent article in the Times of Tewksbury regarding hunting that incorrectly stated that there is no hunting allowed in the Township on Sundays.  She stated that the editor of the paper should be contacted as the information was confusing. Mr. Formica agreed with this statement.

7.
Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Roberta A. Brassard

Board of Health Secretary
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