SCENIC ROADS COMMISSION MINUTES






January 11, 2007

The Tewksbury Township Scenic Roads met in a regularly scheduled meeting on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Commission member Niles Lang presided.

Other members in attendance were Bob Flowers, Carol Leighton, Shelby Mellick
Dr. Cheryl Allen-Munley was not in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Niles Lang.
2.
Action to be Taken

· Approval of December 26, 2006 Minutes
· New business: A) Orientation of new members 
The new members, Cheryl Leighton and Shelly Mellick were advised as to need for active participation on the commission. Due to the light turnout and in anticipation of a second orientation meeting, a more detailed orientation was deemed better given at the next monthly meeting with a presumably higher attendance rate.





         B) Election of officers:  






        Niles Lang – Chair/Secretary;





        Carol Leighton – Vice Chair

3.
Public Participation: Scenic Road Commission’s attention was called to a third location where an eyesore ordinance may be applicable. The total is still only three. Ms. Leighton recused herself from the discussion.  The property is located adjacent to a wooded park and preserve found on Township owned parkland.  Because of the location, directly adjacent to hiking and equestrian trails, the debris may be visible from the road along a scenic road; this matter may rest within the province of Scenic Roads.  The Commission will thus refer this to the Committee liaison, for his input as to ultimately who will be responsible for overseeing the activities at this location.

The lot is the site for burning of debris use of ash as landfill. The site has numerous registerable and recreational vehicles in various states of dis/repair.


The SRC was informed that the location is the site where the police had been called on at least one occasion. Does this site have

1) a burning permit?

2) a Disposal permit? 

3) a Permit to store abandoned registerable vehicles in excess of the township maximum of one such vehicle?

4) a Landfill permit?


5) grounds to apply for a variance from these restrictions is such a variance exists? 

The SRC finds that this matter may be otherwise beyond the Commission’s scope but will inquire into what the appropriate governmental entity would be charged with the oversight of the activities occurring at this site.  The SRC finds that this site is yet another - albeit isolated - example of why the proposed Eyesore Ordinance, similar to the ones found in neighboring Mendham and Bernardsville, is necessary in Tewksbury Township. 
4.
SRC Member Comments: Scenic Road Commission Members, Bob Flowers and Niles Lang, commented that the storage of one such vehicle is within the property owners’ right by statute. However, the purported use as landfill by the homeowner of burned PVC’s found in debris in question may require a permit.  Is the Township authorized to issue such a permit?
5.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:21 PM.
Niles Lang
Recording Secretary

