TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

APRIL 11, 2006 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a regular session at on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor William J. Voyce presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members, Dianne Clarke-Kudless, Thomas G. Kenyon, George Tauber and Shaun Van Doren.

Jesse Landon, Township Administrator and Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk were in attendance.

Township Professionals in attendance were Judith Kopen, Township Attorney and Andrew Holt, Township Engineer.

Judie McGrorey, Chief Financial Officer and Francis Jones, Auditor were in attendance.

There were approximately nine members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Voyce.
2.
Executive Session

At 7:00 PM Dr. Clarke-Kudless moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Mr. Tauber.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #53-2006

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Personnel, Land Acquisition and Advice of Attorney.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.
_____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

3.
Reconvened

The meeting reconvened at 8:00 PM.

4. 
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
5.
Correspondence
The Correspondence List is attached to the minutes.

6.
Public Participation

Sue Bell read the following prepared statement into the minutes of the meeting.

My name is Sue Bell.  I have been a resident of Tewksbury for 38 years and served two terms as a Hunterdon County Library Commissioner.  I quit the position when I accepted full time employment.  I retired several years ago and this fall starting volunteering at the Oldwick Library.  I was amazed at the use it received.  I met patrons from the township, from Readington and from Lebanon who use the facilities.  The present facility is woefully inadequate.  It doesn’t hold heat – very cold in the winter, hot in the summer; 

there is not adequate room to shelve books and videos; it is not handicap accessible; and it is not what one would call user friendly.

 

Discussions between the County and the Township regarding the establishment of a new facility have been ongoing for over 20 years, actually according to the notes of one the current County Commissioners, closer to 30 years.  It is time to act now.  When I was on the Commission, discussions were put on hold because we were dealing with the establishment of a North County Branch and negotiations with the Grandin Library in Clinton, which was eventually absorbed into the North County Branch.  That happened years ago and still no progress about establishing a branch in Tewksbury to serve this portion of the County.  I think you have let the citizens down.  You have found the money to construct numerous ball fields complete with expensive signage and shrubbery, but no library.  I understand that you are currently in negotiations with the Hunterdon Library and Freeholders with respect to building a branch in Tewksbury, the building and land to be the province of the Township and the supplying and staffing of the facility to be the responsibililty of the County.  I urge you to complete these negotiations in a timely manner and bring improved library services to Tewksbury.

 

After I started volunteering, I began my own investigation of library services in the township.  I attended a meeting of the Friends of the Library and received a copy of their bylaws.  They are currently paying the rent for the space which the Library occupies.  I went to the Township Offices and was told that the Library was funded by a grant from the Township in the amount of $30,000 last year.  The money is paid out to the Library Board, but there is no oversight of that Board other than a requirement that they file a copy of their tax returns with the Township.

 

I subsequently attempted to attend a meeting of the current Library Board on February 15th.  I had a list of questions I posed to them (see attached) and while they spent time answering my questions, they did not permit me to attend the meeting.  I was told that since they operate as  a private foundation they do not have to open the meeting to outsiders.  I find this unconscionable.  I requested a copy of the bylaws, which Susan Thomas told me she would send to me.  I have yet to receive them.  They are using my tax dollars to provide library services to my community, yet I have no say in how they operate.  

 

I was also very upset with how the Library Board mishandled the firing, subsequent rehiring, and then essentially forcing a valued long time employee, Santha Thanan, from her post.  The woman they hired to replace her is a very nice lady.  However, I do not think she has any library experience. 

 

If you go ahead with the construction of a much needed and long awaited new facility, it would have the added benefit of no longer needing a Library Board as this function would be handled at the County level.  We need government responsive to its citizenry and I am challenging you to provide it. 

A signed petition was distributed to the members of the Township Committee.

Pat Ricciardi, President of the Library Board stated that some of the information presented by Mrs. Bell was inaccurate, correcting some of the statements regarding public meetings and employee firing.

Kurt Rahenkamp questioned when comments could be made regarding the 2006 Budget.  He opined that a 20% increase in the municipal budget and a 10% increase in the school budget are appalling.

Bob Konopada questioned the status of the nuisance/noise ordinance as previously discussed in Township Committee meetings.

Mayor Voyce stated that the work is not ready to be introduced as it is still a “work in progress”.   

Vincent Morris questioned what has been accomplished regarding the drafting of a nuisance/noise ordinance. 

Mayor Voyce noted that the Township Committee has not had the opportunity to discuss the matter as a group yet, and the process is “painfully slow.”
Dennis McGill opined that if it takes years to draft a nuisance/noise ordinance it will be the “death knell” and the ordinance will never be adopted.
Mayor Voyce explained the procedure for drafting, reviewing and adopting an ordinance.
Phil Stafford stated his personal displeasure with three wheelers and dirt bikes on public roads and private land.  He stressed the need for an ordinance to regulate the use of motorized vehicles with regard to time and location.   

Mr. Rahenkamp commented on a neighbor using a chainsaw at inappropriate times.

General comments were heard from the public regarding improper use of chainsaws, bulldozers and skateboards.

7.
Actions to be taken
· Budget Public Hearing

Mr. Van Doren moved to open the Public Hearing on the 2006 Budget, seconded by Mr. Kenyon.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

Ms. Brassard provided proof of publication from the 3/22/06 edition of the Hunterdon Review and the 3/23/06 edition of the Hunterdon County Democrat.

Mr. Rahenkamp stated that a 20% increase in the municipal budget is unthinkable and questioned what is being done to mitigate the costs.

Mr. Tauber explained the difference between regular and governmental accounting.  He noted that governmental accounting demands that certain items be placed on certain lines and the spending budget has certain offsets.  He added that money that comes back from grants or other methods such as selling property is a net offset and the spending budget of controllable spending is de-minimus.

Mr. Landon stated that the budget is up 20% because the Township sold property in 2005 and this money has to be reflected in budget to repay the debt that was incurred to purchase the properties.  

Additional comments were raised regarding the number of police officers and the amount of the police budget.  Mr. Tauber noted that an outside police audit was done four years ago and the number of police officers suggested for Tewksbury was 13 or 14 officers.  He stressed the high caliber of the police officers serving the Township. 

There being no additional comments from the public, Mr. Kenyon moved to close the Public Hearing on the 2006 Budget, seconded by Mr. Tauber.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.
In response to a question by Mr. Van Doren, Mr. Jones stated that the amount listed in the budget would not have to be amended with regard to the Clean Communities figure.
Mr. Jones explained the reason for adoption of the following Resolution.

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to adopt Resolutions #54-2006, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

RESOLUTION #54-2006

TO AMEND INTRODUCED BUDGET

WHEREAS, the local municipal budget for the year 2006 was approved on the 14th day of March, 2006; and

WHEREAS, the public hearing on said budget has been held as advertised; and

WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said approved budget.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, that the following amendments to the approved budget of 2006 be made:

Recorded Vote


Ayes

{Clarke-Kudless

(insert last names)




{Kenyon








{Tauber








{Van Doren








{Voyce

Nays

none

Abstained
none

Absent

none

	
	FROM
	TO

	Anticipated Revenues:
	
	

	3.
Miscellaneous Revenues - Section A: Local Revenues:

             Interest on Investments

            Miscellaneous Revenues - Section B: State Aid Without Offsetting                       Appropriations
	$340,000.00
	$290,000.00

	Consolidated Municipal Property Tax Relief Aid
	$193,980.00
	$169,550.00

	Energy Receipts Tax (P. L. 1997, Chapters 162 & 167)
	$542,881.00
	$540,606.00

	Supplemental Energy Receipts Tax
	
	$26,705.00

	Homeland Security Assistance
	
	$50,000.00

	Total Section A: Local Revenues
	$607,400.00
	$557,400.00

	Total Section B: State Aid Without Offsetting Appropriations
	$758,587.00
	$808,587.00

	
	
	

	8.  General Appropriations:
	
	

	 (A) OPERATIONS - Excluded from "CAPS"
	
	

	Contribution to:
	
	

	Public Employees Retirement System
	$80,215.00
	$40,829.00

	Police and Firemen's Retirement System
	
	$39,386.00

	
	
	


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that three certified copies of this resolution be filed forthwith in the Office of the Director of Local Government Services for their certification of the local municipal budget so amended.

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

Mr. Kenyon made a motion to adopt the 2006 Budget, seconded by Mr. Tauber. A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.
The 2006 Budget is spread in full at the end of the minutes.
The following Resolution was read into the minutes. Resolution #55-2006 is spread in full at the end of the minutes.
Mr. Van Doren made a motion to adopt Resolutions #55-2006, seconded by Mr. Kenyon.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

Mr. Tauber stated his thanks to the staff, administration, Chief Financial Officer and Auditor for their work done compiling the 2006 Budget.
Dr. Clarke-Kudless stated that the benefits to the Township Committee (with regard to having the Budget presented so professionally) is that focus can be paid to larger issues in the Township with regard to spending.
Mr. Kenyon reiterated that the 2006 Budget “speaks for itself”.

Ordinance Public Hearing

Dr. Clarke-Kudless moved to open the Public Hearing on Ordinance #05-2006, seconded by Mr.

Van Doren.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

Ms. Brassard provided proof of publication from the 3/23/06 edition of the Hunterdon County Democrat.

There being no comments from the public, Mr. Van Doren moved to close the Public Hearing on Ordinance #05-2006, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

Dr. Clarke-Kudless made a motion to adopt Ordinance #05-2006, seconded by Mr. Van Doren.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

ORDINANCE # 05-2006

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $900,000 FOR THE ACQUISITION OF EASEMENTS IN REAL ESTATE IN AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY, IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $855,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.


BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY, IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all members thereof affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS:


SECTION 1:


The improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance (the “Improvement”) is hereby authorized to be undertaken by the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, New Jersey (the “Township”) as a general improvement.  For the said Improvement there is hereby appropriated the amount of $900,000.  Such sum includes the sum of $45,000 as the down payment (the “Down Payment”) required by the Local Bond Law of the State of New Jersey, constituting Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes, as amended and supplemented (the “Local Bond Law”).  The Down Payment is now available by virtue of provision of in one or more previously adopted budgets for down payments for capital improvement purposes.


SECTION 2:


In order to finance the additional cost of the Improvement not covered by application of the Down Payment, negotiable bonds of the Township are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal amount of $855,000 pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond Law (the “Bonds”).  In anticipation of the issuance of the Bonds and to temporarily finance said Improvement or purposes, negotiable bond anticipation notes of the Township are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal amount not exceeding $855,000 pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond Law (the “Bond Anticipation Notes” or “Notes”).


SECTION 3:


(a)  The Improvements hereby authorized and the purposes for the financing of which said obligations are to be issued, the estimated cost of each Improvement and the appropriation therefor, the estimated maximum amount of bond or notes to be issued for each Improvement and the period of usefulness of each Improvement are as follows:  

	
Improvement
of Purpose
	Appropriation
and Estimated
Cost
	Maximum 
Amount
of Bonds or Notes
	
Period of
Usefulness

	The Improvement authorized and the purpose for which obligations are to be issued is the acquisition of easements in real estate in the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, New Jersey, known as Block 42, Lot 6 being an approximately 42 acre total parcel, Block 42, Lots 6.01 and 6.02 being an approximately 28 acre total parcel and Block 45, Lots 6.02 and 6.03 being an approximately 11.2 acre total parcel.
	$900,000
	$855,000
	40 years



(b)  The estimated maximum amount of Bonds or Notes to be issued for the purpose of financing a portion of the cost of the Improvement is $855,000.


(c)  The estimated cost of the Improvement is $900,000 which amount represents the initial appropriation made by the Township.  The excess of the appropriation made for the Improvement over the estimated maximum amount of Bonds or Notes authorized to be issued therefor as stated above is the amount of the Down Payment.


SECTION 4.


All Bond Anticipation Notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as may be determined by the municipal finance officer of the Township (the “Chief Financial Officer”); provided that no Note shall mature later than one year from its date.  The Notes shall bear interest at such rate or rates and be in such form as may be determined by the Chief Financial Officer.  The Chief Financial Officer shall determine all matters in connection with Notes issued pursuant to this ordinance, and the signature of the Chief Financial Officer upon the Notes shall be conclusive evidence as to all such determinations.  All Notes issued hereunder may be renewed from time to time subject to the provisions of Section 8(a) of the Local Bond Law.  The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to sell part or all of the Notes from time to time at public or private sale and to deliver them to the purchasers thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase price plus accrued interest from their dates to the date of delivery thereof.  The Chief Financial Officer is directed to report in writing to the Township Committee of the Township at the meeting next succeeding the date when any sale or delivery of the Notes pursuant to this ordinance is made.  Such report must include the amount, the description, the interest rate and the maturity schedule of the Notes sold, the price obtained and the name of the purchaser.


SECTION 5:


The capital budget of the Township is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this Ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith.  The resolution in the form promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey is on file with the Township Clerk and is available for public inspection.


SECTION 6:


The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and stated:


(a)  The Improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance is not a current expense, and is a capital improvement or property that the Township may lawfully make or acquire as general improvements, and no part of the cost thereof has been or shall be specially assessed on property specially benefited thereby.


(b)  The period of usefulness of the Improvement, within the limitations of the Local Bond Law, taking into consideration the respective amounts of all obligations authorized for such purpose, according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the date of the Bonds authorized by this Bond Ordinance, is forty (40) years.


(c)  The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly prepared and filed in the office of the Township Clerk and a complete executed duplicate thereof has been filed in the office of the Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey.  Such statement shows that the gross debt of the Township, as defined in the Local Bond Law, is increased by the authorization of the Bonds and Notes provided in this Bond Ordinance by $855,000 and the obligations authorized herein will be within all debt limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law.


(d)  An aggregate amount not exceeding $17,500 for items of expense listed in and permitted under Section 20 of the Local Bond Law is included in the estimated cost of the Improvements, as indicated herein.


SECTION 7:


Any funds received from time to time as contributions in aid of financing the purposes described in Section 3 of this Ordinance shall be used for financing said Improvement by application thereof either to direct payment of the cost of said Improvement or to the payment or reduction of the authorization of the obligations of the Township authorized therefor by this Bond Ordinance.  Any such funds received may, and all such funds so received which are not required for direct payment of the cost of said Improvement shall, be held and applied by the Township as funds applicable only to the payment of obligations of the Township authorized by this Bond Ordinance.


SECTION 8:


The full faith and credit of the Township are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of the principal of and interest on the obligations authorized by this Bond Ordinance.  The obligations shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the Township, and the Township shall be obligated to levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Township for the payment of the obligations and the interest thereon without imitation of rate or amount.

SECTION 9:


This Bond Ordinance constitutes a declaration of official intent under Treasury Regulation Section 1.150-2.  The Township reasonably expects to pay expenditures with respect to the Improvement prior to the date that Township incurs debt obligations under this Bond Ordinance.  The Township reasonably expects to reimburse such expenditures with the proceeds of debt to be incurred by the Township under this Bond Ordinance.  The maximum principal amount of debt expected to be issued for payment of the cost of the Improvement is $855,000.


SECTION 10.


This Bond Ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication thereof after final adoption, as provided by the Local Bond Law.

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

Mr. Van Doren moved to open the Public Hearing on Ordinance #06-2006, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.   The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

Ms. Brassard provided proof of publication from the 3/23/06 edition of the Hunterdon County Democrat.

There being no comments from the public, Mr. Van Doren moved to close the Public Hearing on Ordinance #06-2006, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

Dr. Clarke-Kudless made a motion to adopt Ordinance #06-2006, seconded by Mr. Tauber.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY


                 COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

ORDINANCE #06-2006

CALENDAR YEAR 2006 

ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS 

AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK

 (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S. 40A: 4-45.1 et seq., provides that in the preparation of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget to 2.5% unless authorized by ordinance to increase it to 3.5%   over the previous year’s final appropriations, subject to certain exceptions; and,

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by ordinance, appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the 3.5% percentage rate as an exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two succeeding years; and, 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury in the County of Hunterdon finds it advisable and necessary to increase its CY 2006 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, in the interest of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the citizens; and,

WHEREAS, the Township Committee hereby determines that a 3.5 % increase in the budget for said year, amounting to $ 43,765.36 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise permitted by the Local Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and,

WHEREAS the Township Committee hereby determines that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, a majority of the full authorized membership of this governing body affirmatively concurring, that, in the CY 2006 budget year, the final appropriations of the Township of Tewksbury shall, in accordance with this ordinance and N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14, be increased by 3.5 %, amounting to 

$153,178.76 and that the CY 2006 municipal budget for the Township of Tewksbury be approved and adopted in accordance with this ordinance; and, 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years; and,

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services within 5 days of introduction; and, 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the recorded vote included thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days after such adoption.

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

· Consent Agenda


Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of the Consent Agenda, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Van Doren.

MISCELLANEOUS

· Claims as submitted by the CFO 

· Minutes of 3/28/06

· Executive Session minutes of 03/28/06

· Authorization to approve CV and accept letter to be sent to SADC for B 43 L 3.01 

8.
Reports

Township Committee Sub Committee

Education
Dr. Clarke-Kudless noted a meeting on 3/30/06 at which the topics regarding tax allocation and withdrawal from the regional school district were discussed.  She noted that the annual school election is scheduled for 4/18/06.

Mr. Van Doren stated that he received the Tewksbury budget synopsis and did not feel that a good explanation was given regarding adding additional classrooms to the new school.

Mr. Tauber noted that the Superintendent of Schools explained to the press the need for the additional classrooms.    Mayor Voyce explained how the school was originally designed in 1998.

Additional discussion followed concerning how the Tewksbury and the North Hunterdon-Voorhees school budgets affect Tewksbury taxpayers. 

Community Affairs 

Mr. Van Doren stated that he attended the recent meeting at which plans regarding County libraries were discussed.  It was noted that the consensus at the Freeholder meeting (4 to 1 vote) was to pursue the idea of regional libraries and to not accept Tewksbury’s submitted “hybrid plan” and interlocal agreement.  He noted that the conceptual plan it to build a branch library on Route 22 in Readington (or further north on Route 523, but still in Readington).

Mr. Van Doren opined that this could take 5-10 years to occur.  Note was made regarding the fact that Tewksbury has land and sewer capacity currently available.  Comments were made regarding the matter of staffing.

Mr. Tauber stressed that Tewksbury had made it very clear (to the County) that funds were budgeted to commence work on planning the library and there was good community support of the project.  He expressed his disappointment that the work done on the interlocal agreement was not accepted.

Dr. Clarke-Kudless stated that an essay from a high school senior was sent to the State League of Municipalities:  two essays were received from middle school students.

It was added that the Sister City award application was submitted and selected as a Best Practice Program for the 2006 Conference in the Membership category.
Comments were made regarding correspondence from the NJDEP regarding black bears in New Jersey, and information from the New Jersey Group Against Smoking Pollution (NJGASP).  It was noted that this information should be made available via the web site and newsletter.

Planning/Land Use
Mr. Van Doren stated that the County is starting a process to perform maintenance work on culverts in the Township, specifically those on Homestead Road.

In response to a question by Mr. Tauber, it was stated that the County could be contacted to replace a wooden barrier on the guide rail on Homestead Road.  
Discussion followed concerning the TID matter of Route 78, exit 24.  The Deputy Commissioner of the DOT has committed to erecting larger directional signs for exit 24 (onto Route 78).

A meeting was held with two Freeholders, John Glynn, Mr. Kenyon, Mr. Landon and Mr. Van Doren to discuss the matter of the Route 523/517 interchange. 

Mr. Van Doren presented information related to the AM Best roadway and the westbound off-ramp.  It was noted that the exit lane, which is currently one lane branching into three, may move into the Weichert property.  It was added that the County has purchased that land.

Additional comments were made regarding the signals at AM Best Road and the proposed 

safety enhancements meant to unclog traffic underneath the overpasses.

Mr. Kenyon added that AM Best road will remain an emergency road.  
Mr. Van Doren continued his comments regarding the conceptual plan as submitted and asked the Township Committee for conceptual approval for a new westbound off-ramp to align with the new AM Best Road.

Dr. Clarke-Kudless made a motion to endorse the concept planning for the area north of Route 78 as it shows a change in the west bound exits and entrances and a change in A M Best Road as shown on the rendering as presented by Mr. Van Doren, seconded by Mr. Kenyon.

The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

Mr. Kenyon commented that traffic would be lessened if the K. Hovnanian development is completed. 

Dr. Clarke-Kudless noted that there was no mention in the motion of an extension of the expansion of the road north of the AM Best Road.

Public Safety
Mayor Voyce noted that information was received regarding black bears in the state. 
Township Attorney

Mrs. Kopen noted the following items from her report.
· The UCP survey has been completed and will be circulating next week.

· Comments were made regarding the COAH matter as it relates to the affect of preliminary approval for the K. Hovnanian application and the Township DRO.

Mrs. Kopen stated that when preliminary approval is granted (to Hovnanian) the underlying Piedmont district zoning would no longer be applicable.

· Two tax appeals have been submitted and are being handled by Mrs. Kopen.

Township Engineer

Mr. Holt noted the following items from his report.
· Water usage should be monitored by all residents as the DEP drought information website has advised of two weeks of severely dry weather.

· Morris County is cooperating with Hunterdon County regarding the Vernoy Road bridge as noted by Mr. Van Doren at an earlier meeting.

· UCP had a deadline of 4/15/06 for securing their final design for site development of the Bartles property.

· A bid schedule for site improvements (for Bartles) is being held until all plans are received from UCP and NORWESCAP. 

·   Work is continuing on the wastewater treatment plant on the Bartles tract.
· The annual certification will be prepared this month for the May deadline for the Stormwater Management Plan.

· The plan for the athletic site for the Christy site is being designed.

· The quarry is complying with conditions of the last report as submitted by Suburban Consulting Engineers regarding fencing.

· The 2006 drainage projects are under design and bids will be received in June for summer construction.

·   The 2006 Chip and Seal bids are out and scheduled to be open 5/3/06.

Mr. Van Doren questioned the matter of the athletic fields at the Christie Hoffman Farm.  Discussion followed concerning the problems associated with the building of fields in the Township.  

Mr. Landon stated that the CHF field will have top soil applied over the existing field and it will be re-seeded and closed until the spring 2007 playing season. It was noted that all games have been rescheduled to other fields within the Township.
Mr. Van Doren noted the presence of beavers on Vliettown Road and the need to have the DPW look at the area in order to determine if trees need to be removed because of action taken by the beavers. 

Township Administrator 

Mr. Landon noted the following items from his report.
· It was the consensus of the Committee to have an Ordinance amendment drafted to address the memo from Shana Crane regarding amending the fee related to the Grading and Surface Water management Plan.
· A letter from the Attorney for K. Hovnanian was noted regarding the developer’s agreement.  Mrs. Kopen has drafted a response letter.

· The recently held OEM meeting was noted.  
Mr. Van Doren questioned if a response had been received regarding a letter recently sent to the Freeholders regarding the funding for radios for emergency services.  Discussion followed concerning the type of radios that will be utilized by emergency services in the County. 

9.
Public Participation

Pat Ricciardi questioned what the next step would be for the Township to take regarding the matter of the library.  Mr. Van Doren stated that the Committee will review the issue of including a Referendum question on the November ballot.  He thanked the members of the Committee for their time and effort spent with regard to the issue of the Township library. 
10.
Township Committee Comments

Mr. Tauber opined that Tewksbury needs their own library and the issue of how to run a library needs to be studied and updated.
Dr. Clarke-Kudless stated that there will be a full public viewing of all the facts related to the library matter in order to determine the course of action needing to be taken.

Mr. Van Doren opined that a discussion needs to be held at the 06/13/06 Township Committee meeting regarding the library and the inclusion of a Referendum question on the November ballot.

Mr. Landon stated that he would put together a fact paper for review by the Committee prior to the June meeting.

11.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:55 PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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