TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MARCH 14, 2006 MINUTES


The Tewksbury Township Committee met in a regular/work session at on the above date at the Municipal Building, Mountainville, NJ. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM, roll call held and a quorum established.

Mayor William J. Voyce presided.

Other officials in attendance were Township Committee members, Dianne Clarke-Kudless, Thomas G. Kenyon, George Tauber and Shaun Van Doren.

Jesse Landon, Township Administrator and Roberta Brassard, Municipal Clerk were in attendance.

Township Professionals in attendance were Judith Kopen, Township Attorney and Andrew Holt, Township Engineer.

There were approximately seven members of the public in attendance.

1.
Open Public Meetings Statement

The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Voyce.
2.
Executive Session

At 7:00 PM Mr. Van Doren moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  Absent:  Tauber.

RESOLUTION #42-2006
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Litigation, Land Acquisition and Personnel.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.
_____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

3.
Reconvened

The meeting reconvened at 8:00 PM.

4. 
Flag Salute

Those present stood and pledged allegiance to the American flag.
5.
Correspondence
The Correspondence List is attached to the minutes.

Mr. Van Doren requested that all members of the Township Committee be copied on item ”y”. 

He further requested that the Committee be copied on a letter addressed to the Mayor regarding

the Pottersville Fire Company. 
6.
Public Participation

Bob Konopada invited the members of the Township Committee to his home to witness the activities of his neighbor with regard to ATV usage. 
Vincent Morris questioned when an Ordinance may be introduced with regard to nuisances in the Township. 
Mr. Tauber arrived at 8:15 PM.

David Barnes noted the presence of two dead beavers in the Township.
Tony Koester noted that he and his son were in the audience observing the meeting as his son is a member of Boy Scout troop 199. 
7.
Actions to be taken
· Adoption of Equestrian Committee Vision and Mission Statement

Mr. Tauber made a motion to adopt the Tewksbury Township Equestrian Committee Vision and Mission Statement, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless. The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP EQUESTRIAN COMMITTEE

VISION STATEMENT

The Vision of the Equestrian Committee is to provide leadership and coordination of community-based equestrian activities in the Township.  Linking the benefits of an equestrian community to the broader interest of the township will enhance the image of Tewksbury and enrich our lives through the benefit of the equestrian lifestyle

MISSION STATEMENT

The Mission Statement of the Equestrian Committee is to elucidate and maintain the equestrian lifestyle in support of the Master Plan’s goal of preserving Tewksbury Township as a rural community.

STRATEGIES

The Strategies of the Equestrian Committee to implement the Mission Statement include:

· Identify and communicate areas of mutual interest between the Equestrian, Parks, and Township Committees, working with them to achieve our common goals;

· Provide outreach and education on open space and the equestrian lifestyle within the community at large; 

· Assist with the coordination of the creation and maintenance of multi-use trails within the Township parks; and

· Ensure that the members of the Committee are representative of the horse farming and breeding, stabling and riding instruction, horse showing, trail riding, and handicapped rider instruction segments of the Township.

 
· Ordinance Public Hearing

Mr. Kenyon made a motion to open the Public Hearing on Ordinance #03-2006, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

Ms. Brassard provided proof of publication from the 02/23/06 edition of the Hunterdon County Democrat and a letter from the Planning Board noting their review of the Ordinance and finding in not inconsistent with the Master Plan.

There being no comments from the public, Mr. Kenyon moved to close the Public Hearing on Ordinance #03-2006, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

Dr. Clarke-Kudless moved adoption of Ordinance #03-2006, seconded by Mr. Kenyon.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

ORDINANCE NO.  03-2006

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE WHOSE SHORT TITLE IS 

“TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS ORDINANCE (2000)”

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Supreme Court and New Jersey Legislature have recognized and mandated in So. Burl. Co. NAACP v. Mount Laurel, 92 N.J. 158 (1983) (“Mount Laurel II”) and the Fair Housing Act, N.J.S.A. 52:27D-301, et seq. (“FHA”) that every municipality in New Jersey has an affirmative obligation to facilitate the provision of affordable housing; and

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Council on Affordable Housing (“COAH”) is the State administrative agency created pursuant to the FHA vested with primary jurisdiction for the administration of affordable housing obligations in accordance with sound regional planning considerations in New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, COAH’s Third Round Substantive Rules (NJ.A.C. 5:94-1 et seq.) implement a “growth share” approach to affordable housing production which requires affordable housing to be produced in conjunction with market-rate residential and nonresidential growth and development within the Township of Tewksbury; and

WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury desires to implement the “growth share” policies promulgated by COAH in its Third Round Substantive Rules in an effort to foster the production of affordable housing opportunities for qualified low and moderate income households through COAH’s third round, which extends from 1999 to 2014.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ESTABLISHED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey, that an Ordinance of this Township whose short title is “Tewksbury Township Development Regulations Ordinance (2000) be and is hereby amended as follows:

 1. The following new Section is hereby added to Article IX, “Fees, Guarantees, Inspections, Off-Tract Improvements and General Enforcement”, of Tewksbury Township’s Development Regulations Ordinance (2000) as a new Section 911, entitled Growth Share Fee Regulations, to read as follows:

§A. Applicability

1.
The Township of Tewksbury's Municipal Code, Chapter 15.10, "Affordable Housing Development Fees", sets forth the provisions for affordable housing development fees which continue to be applicable to those developments that are not subject to the Growth Share Fee Regulations contained herein.

2.
This subsection of the land use regulations of Tewksbury Township sets forth mechanisms by which developers shall provide for a fair share of affordable housing based on growth that is associated with development taking place within Tewksbury Township.  

3.
Residential Development. Except as exempted in subsection §B, all residential development that results in the construction of a net increase in new market-rate dwelling units in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:94-1 et seq., shall be subject to the “growth share” provisions of this ordinance. 

4.
Non-residential development. All non-residential development that results in a net increase in gross floor area of any existing non-residential structure or the construction of a new non-residential structure in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:94-1 et seq., shall be subject to the “growth share” provisions of this ordinance. 

§B. Exemptions

1.
Developments that received preliminary or final approval from the Planning Board and/or Board of Adjustment, as applicable, prior to the effective date of this ordinance.

2.
Inclusionary developments within the Rockaway Village Development District. 

§ C. Residential Growth Share Provisions
1.
All residential development which results in the construction of one or more net new market-rate dwelling units in Tewksbury Township shall provide a payment in lieu of construction for one affordable unit for every 8 market rate units constructed. The amount of said payment shall be established by the per unit cost indicated in the Growth Share Payment in Lieu Pro Forma, available in the Tewksbury Township Clerk’s Office.

2.
For developments divisible by 8, the amount of said payment shall be established by taking the total number of market-rate residential units being created, dividing the number of units by 8 and multiplying the result by the per unit cost indicated in the Growth Share Payment in Lieu Pro Forma, available in the Tewksbury Township Clerk’s Office.

3.
For developments that result in a number of market-rate residential units not evenly divisible by 8, the amount of said payment shall be established by subtracting any whole multiples of 8 from the total number of market-rate residential units being created, dividing any remaining number of units by 8 and multiplying the resulting fraction and the number of whole multiples of 8 by the per unit cost indicated in the Growth Share Payment in Lieu Pro Forma, available in the Tewksbury Township Clerk’s Office.

§D. Non-Residential Growth Share Provisions
1.
All non-residential development that results in a net increase in gross floor area of any existing non-residential building or the construction of a new non-residential building in Tewksbury Township shall provide a payment in lieu of construction for one affordable unit for every 25 jobs that result from the application of standards adopted by COAH (presently found in Appendix E of N.J.A.C. 5:94-1 et seq.) and based on use groups, as defined by the International Building Code (IBC) which has been incorporated by reference into the Uniform Construction Code (UCC). The amount of said payment shall be established by the per unit cost indicated in the Growth Share Payment in Lieu Pro Forma, available in the Tewksbury Township Clerk’s Office.

2.
For developments that are divisible by 25, the amount of said payment shall be established by taking the total number of jobs being created, dividing the number of jobs by 25 and multiplying the result by the per unit cost indicated in the Growth Share Payment in Lieu Pro Forma, available in the Tewksbury Township Clerk’s Office.

3.
For developments that result in a number of jobs not evenly divisible by 25, the amount of said payment shall be established by subtracting any whole multiples of 25 from the total number of jobs being created, dividing any remaining number of jobs by 25 and multiplying the resulting fraction and the number of the whole multiples of 25 by the per unit cost indicated in the Growth Share Payment in Lieu Pro Forma, available in the Tewksbury Township Clerk’s Office.

§ E. Payment in Lieu Provisions

1. All payments in lieu of constructing affordable housing shall be deposited by Tewksbury Township into an Affordable Housing Trust Fund established by Tewksbury Township in conformance with regulations established by COAH and shall at all times be identifiable from development fees. These funds shall be used by Tewksbury Township in accordance with regulations established by COAH to create affordable housing opportunities within the physical boundaries of Tewksbury Township.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by said Township Committee that this Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon publication following final passage, according to law.

_____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

Mr. Kenyon made a motion to open the Public Hearing on Ordinance #04-2006, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

Ms. Brassard provided proof of publication from the 02/23/06 edition of the Hunterdon County Democrat.

There being no comments from the public, Mr. Kenyon moved to close the Public Hearing on Ordinance #04-2006, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

Dr. Clarke-Kudless moved adoption of Ordinance #04-2006, seconded by Mr. Kenyon.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

ORDINANCE #04-2006

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 15.10, ENTITLED “AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT FEE,” OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY

WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury is adopting a new Growth Share Fee Regulations Ordinance which provides for fees to be paid by developers on the basis of a growth share as described therein; and

WHEREAS, Tewksbury’s existing Affordable Housing Development Fees Ordinance shall continue to be applicable in certain instances, including but not limited to, instances where developments received preliminary or final approval from the Planning Board and/or Board of Adjustment, as applicable, prior to the effective date of the Growth Share Fee Regulations Ordinance;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, in the County of Hunterdon, and State of New Jersey that Chapter 15.10, entitled “Affordable Housing Development Fee” of the Code of the Township of Tewksbury is hereby amended as follows and all other sections will remain unchanged:

1.  A new section shall be added to the Township of Tewksbury Municipal Code, Chapter 15.10, "Affordable Housing Development Fee" to read as follows:

15.10.100 Continued Applicability

This Chapter shall apply to all residential and nonresidential development not subject to the Township of Tewksbury's Growth Share Development Regulations, which are contained in the Tewksbury Development Regulation Ordinances, Section 911.


BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and adoption and publication according to law.

____________________

William J. Voyce







Mayor









· Ordinance Introduction
Mr. Kenyon made a motion to introduce Ordinance #05-2006, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

The Public Hearing is scheduled for 04/11/06 at 8:00 PM in the Mountainville Meeting Hall.

ORDINANCE # 05-2006

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $900,000 FOR THE ACQUISITION OF EASEMENTS IN REAL ESTATE IN AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY, IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $855,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.

# # # 

· 2006 Budget Introduction
Mr. Kenyon made a motion to introduce the 2006 Budget, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.

Mr. Kenyon stated his pleasure with the 2006 Budget, noting the work to be done on the library, emergency services and the Bartles house. He added that there will be no tax increase to the residents of the Township.

Mr. Tauber noted that various capital projects planned for 2006 (work to be done on the Bartles house, library) will have public input prior to any work commencing.

Dr. Clarke- Kudless thanked the staff and professionals for the work done in creating the 2006 Budget.

Mr. Van Doren stated that he was “cautiously optimistic” regarding the 2006 Budget.  He stated that he would prefer waiting to introduce the Budget until State Aid information is available from Trenton.  He added that he would be more in favor of cutting expenses rather than transferring from surplus if State Aid figures were less than anticipated.
A roll call vote was taken on the above noted motion.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Voyce.  Nays:  Van Doren.

The Public Hearing is scheduled for 04/11/06 at 8:00 PM in the Mountainville Meeting Hall.

The following is the text of the 2006 Budget Statement as read by Mayor Voyce.
  The 2006 Budget.

     The Tewksbury Township Committee along with the Chief Financial Officer and Township Administrator have had several meeting to create the proposed 2006 Budget. Some of the 2006 Budget Highlights are:

      Our Capital program is up to keep pace with increased costs for roads and to continue the five year road plan. Included in that plan are road repair and maintenance, drainage, parks maintenance, and the general needs of the infrastructure.  

     Major equipment purchases (front end loader, dump truck) are being planned for over the next few years to avoid a major increase in any given year. Other line items are to replace older equipment.

     Included are added funds to our volunteer fire and rescue groups for capital equipment and assistance with new communications mandates.  

     There are appropriations for a new roof on the Mountainville Meeting hall and painting of the municipal buildings.

   This year the work at the Bartles site will be starting in earnest. The wastewater facility is underway, site/infrastructure work for the COAH units and preparations for final infrastructure is planned. The COAH units are expected to break ground in the spring. A multi-purpose field is being designed for construction at the Bartles property.

     Funding has been set aside for stabilization and architectural review of the Bartles House for exterior restoration and potential use as COAH apartments.

    Open space acquisitions are continuing with the PIG program and other funding sources. 

    The Environmental Commission has requested an ERI or Environmental Resource Inventory. Funding has been set aside for the ERI in anticipation of a matching grant.

    As per the Parks Committee request, funding is available for a multi-purpose solid surface rink.

     Operating expenses reflect minimal increases. 

     There is an annual increase to the Tewksbury Library to allow for longer operating hours and increased services. Should the County agree to the Inter-local agreement – we are prepared to move forward. 

     Safety equipment for police and NIMS readiness equipment is allocated.

     A Land use computer software package is included.

     No new staff positions are anticipated.

     The bottom line? All of the mentioned projects and others not mentioned will have no municipal tax increase to the taxpayer. Again zero change - the tax remains flat. 

     I would like to take this time to thank all the department heads and our staff for their input and collaboration in this budgetary process.               

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

· Ordinance Introduction
Dr. Clarke-Kudless made a motion to introduce Ordinance #06-2006, seconded by Mr. Kenyon.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Voyce.  Nays: Van Doren.

The Public Hearing is scheduled for 04/11/06 at 8:00 PM in the Mountainville Meeting Hall.

TOWNSHIP OF TEWKSBURY


                 COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

ORDINANCE #06-2006

CALENDAR YEAR 2006 

ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS 

AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK

 (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)

# # # 

· Consent Agenda


Mr. Kenyon requested that Resolution #43-2006 be removed from the Consent Agenda and that Resolution #48-2006 be added to the Consent Agenda.
Mr. Tauber moved adoption of the Consent Agenda as amended, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  

RESOLUTION #44-2006

OPPOSITION TO ASSEMBLY BILL A-2486

WHEREAS, Assembly Bill A-2486 would require a designated official of the municipality to post a sign on a property that is being developed notifying the general public that an application has been filed with a municipal land use agency, and

WHEREAS, A-2486 places the burden of posting the sign upon the municipality, using valuable municipal resources, such as members of the Public Works Department that instead should be spent repairing our roads, since collecting a fee of $ 75 will in no way cover the time and materials that would be needed to erect signage in a rural municipality such as the Township of Tewksbury, and

WHEREAS, A-2486 is yet another way that the State is forcing a municipality to act for a private developer instead of requiring the private developer to assume the full costs of building and erecting the signage.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey opposes enactment of A-2486 and requests the sponsors to amend the proposed legislation to put all of the requirements and costs upon the developer rather than the designated municipality, similar to that of bill A-951 and/or A-1683.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be sent to Assembly Speaker Joe Roberts, legislators representing the 23rd and 24th Legislative Districts, the Hunterdon County Municipal Officers Association and the New Jersey State League of Municipalities.

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #45-2006

ANJEC FOR THE SMART GROWTH PLANNING ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAM.


WHEREAS the Environmental Commission Enabling Legislation (N.J.S.A. 40:56A) states that “A…commission organized under this act shall have power to conduct research into the use and possible use of the open land area of the municipality…It shall keep an index of all open marshlands, swamps and other wetlands, in order to obtain information on the proper use of such areas, and may from time to time recommend to the planning board, or, if none, to the mayor and governing body of the municipality, plans and programs for inclusion in a municipal master plan and the development and use of such areas.”


AND WHEREAS the Township of Tewksbury has a functioning Environmental Commission created by ordinance on April 10, 1973;


AND WHEREAS the Municipal Land Use Law (N.J.S.A. 40:55D-27b) states that “Whenever the environmental commission has prepared and submitted to the planning board and to the board of adjustment an index of the natural resources of the municipality, the planning board or the board of adjustment shall make available to the environmental commission an informational copy of every application for development submitted to either board,”


AND WHEREAS the township’s Environmental Commission seeks funding from the Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions (ANJEC) for the preparation of a comprehensive Environmental Resources Inventory – or “index of natural resources” -- and a habitat study of the above-mentioned “marshlands, swamps and other wetlands” found on publicly accessible property;


AND WHEREAS ANJEC requires that municipalities match the grant monies awarded under the 2006 Smart Growth Planning Assistance Grant Program;

 NOW, THEREFORE, Be it resolved that the Township of Tewksbury will provide matching funds for an ERI and habitat study up to $20,000, contingent on grant funds being awarded up to that amount by ANJEC.

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #46-2006

TO APPROVE AND ACCEPT THE STORMS PROPERTY INTO THE POTTERSVILLE PROJECT AREA PLANNING INCENTIVE GRANT APPLICATION AT THE FAIR MARKET VALUE ESTABLISHED BY CONTRACT

WHEREAS, Tewksbury Township prepared a Planning Incentive Grant application known as the PIG IV– Pottersville Project Area; and

WHEREAS, the State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC) approved the application on June 26, 2003; and

WHEREAS, this application includes the Storms property, Block 16, Lot 11; and

WHEREAS, the State Agriculture Development Committee certified the Fair Market Value for this farm at $19,000 per acre; and 

WHEREAS, Donald and Madelyn Storms, owners, have accepted a value as set forth in a contract between the aforementioned owners and the Township of Tewksbury; and

WHEREAS, Tewksbury Township is prepared to fund its portion of the development rights for this farm; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey as follows:

Tewksbury Township approves and accepts the Storms property into the Pottersville Area Planning Incentive Grant application at the Fair Market Value as set forth in a contract:



Storms Property



Owned by Donald and Madelyn Storms



Block 16, Lot 11



Approx. 147.97 acres at $20,000 per acre 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Tewksbury Township commits to funding its portion for each participating property in the Pottersville Area Planning Inventive Grant; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Hunterdon County Freeholders are not contributing to the funding of this parcel due to its location within the State Highlands Preservation Area; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the property owner has agreed to the use of federal funds, and the restrictions that apply, for the lack of County funding; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Tewksbury Township intends to make a lump sum payment for the Township’s share at closing.  This is subject to the SADC also consolidating their payments to a lump sum payment at the time of closing.    

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution shall be sent to the State Agriculture Development Committee.   

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

ENABLING RESOLUTION #47-2006

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

GREEN ACRES

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Green Acres Program (“State”), provides loans and/or grants to municipal and county governments and grants to nonprofit organizations for assistance in the acquisition and development of lands for outdoor recreation and conservation purposes; and 

WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey desires to further the public interest by obtaining a grant of $2,550,000.00 and a loan in the amount of $500,000.00 from the State to fund the following project:

Recreation and Open Space Plan Tewksbury Township, Hunterdon County

#1024-99-004

NOW, THEREFORE, the Township Committee resolves that Jesse W. Landon or the successor to the office of Administrator is hereby authorized to: 

a) make application for such a grant

b) provide additional application information and furnish such documents as may be required

c) act as the authorized correspondent of the above named applicant, and

WHEREAS, the State shall determine if the application is complete and in conformance with the scope and intent of the Green Acres Program, and notify the applicant of the amount of the funding award; and

WHEREAS, the applicant is willing to use the State’s funds in accordance with such rules, regulations and applicable statures, and is willing to enter into an agreement with the State for the above named project.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey 

1. That the Administrator of the above named body is hereby authorized to execute an agreement and any amendment thereto with the State known as project #1024-99-004 Recreation and Open Space Plan, Tewksbury Township, Hunterdon County, and

2. That the applicant has its matching share of the project, if a match is required, in the amount of $2,050,000.00.

3. That, in the event the State’s funds are less than the total project cost specified above, the applicant has the balance of funding necessary to complete the project; and

4. The applicant agrees to comply with all applicable federal, state and local laws, rules and regulations in its performance of the project.

5. That this Resolution shall take effect immediately.

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

RESOLUTION #48-2006

APPOINTMENT – EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COORDINATOR

WHEREAS, the Township of Tewksbury is currently in need of an Emergency Management Coordinator; and

WHEREAS, Russel O’Dell, Chief of Police is qualified for the position.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey hereby appoints Russel O’Dell to the position of Emergency Management Coordinator for a three year term beginning 1/1/06 ending 12/31/08.

____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor
· Claims as submitted by the CFO 2/28/06 and 3/14/06

· Minutes of 2/14/06

· Executive Session minutes of 2/14/06

· Items removed from the Consent Agenda 
Mr. Kenyon stated concern with the adoption of proposed Resolution #43-2006 entitled “Requesting The New Jersey Department Of Environmental Protection Enforce The Well Head Protection Program.”  He opined that the State is currently unsure of how to proceed with regard to enforcement, suggesting that is would send the wrong message to the DEP (if the Resolution were adopted).

Mr. Van Doren stated that he suggested that the Resolution be adopted as other Hunterdon County municipalities (Clinton Town, Clinton Township, Hampton Borough) have done so.  He added that he felt the State should have a cohesive program with regard to wellhead protection.

Dr. Clarke-Kudless suggested that the proposed Resolution be forwarded to the Environmental Commission and the Board of Health for review and comment. 

It was the consensus of the Committee to table adoption of Resolution #43-2006 until the 4/11/06 meeting.

Mr. Holt stated that Dr. Van Abs of the NJ Water Supply Authority could be contacted to request additional information related to the proposed Resolution.

8.
Reports

Township Committee Sub Committee

Education/Community Affairs
Dr. Clarke-Kudless reported that the School Budget will be presented at the 3/29/06 Board meeting.  

She noted that the Tewksbury Women’s Club has compiled a cook book with pictures of the Township.

Comments were made regarding the Sister City Program, from which a Charter was received, and the 2006 award program for high school and middle school students. 
Mr. Van Doren commented on the meeting regarding the withdrawal of Clinton Township from the North Hunterdon-Voorhees school district.

Comments were made regarding the demographic study that was received from the local Board of Education.  Mr. Van Doren opined that the report was difficult to understand. 
Planning/Land Use
· Mr. Van Doren stated that a meeting needs to be coordinated with John Glynn, Mr. Van Doren and Mr. Kenyon to discuss the TID.  A new proposal for the I-78 Exit 24 Interchange at Route 523 will be presented for discussion.
· A letter has been sent to the NJDOT Commissioner requesting improved signage for the I-78 Exit 24 Interchange at Route 523.

 
· Comments were made regarding sidewalks in Oldwick and the proposal that Hunterdon County pay for and construct curbs on 517 from the Cold Brook Preserve to Lamington Road. 

· No submission has been made to the Historic Sites Council regarding the proposed light at the 523/517 intersection.   

· Bridges T61 and T-87 were discussed.  It was stated that the County wishes to perform work on both bridges in 2006:  Mr. Van Doren stated his disagreement with this proposal as it would cause too much disruption in the Township with regard to school bus routes.

Mr. Tauber made a motion to send a letter to the Hunterdon County Department of Roads, Bridges and Engineering and the Freeholders stating that the Township Committee should expedite the reconstruction of bridge T-87 and hold off on T-61 until 2007, seconded by Mr. Kenyon.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.

· Additional comments were made regarding the physical condition of four culverts on Homestead Road, as well as a bridge on West Valley Brook Road separating Tewksbury and Washington Townships.

· Comments were made regarding Assembly bills under discussion.

Public Safety
Mayor Voyce noted a meeting of the Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce that was held on 3/9/06.  Specific comments were made regarding the communication system being utilized by the County.
Mr. Tauber stressed that the state of electronic communication (for emergency services) should be resolved as quickly as possible.  He added that the Police and Department of Public Works should have a check list with regard to underground monitoring.
Township Attorney

Mrs. Kopen noted the following items from her report.
· The discussion regarding the Pottersville Sewer is ongoing.

· Work is ongoing on various proposed Ordinances. 

· Additional information is being awaited with regard to the Young property closing.

·  Additional information is needed for the UCP lease.

· The Morrison matter regarding the house on Apple Lane had been sent back to the Historic Preservation Commission

· Additional information is available regarding Pay to Play legislature.

· The Crimi farmland preservation application has been sent to the State for review. 
In response to a question by Mr. Tauber, Mrs. Kopen stated that she has not received anything in writing from COAH regarding the challenge as submitted by the Citizens to Save Tewksbury.

Township Engineer

Mr. Holt noted the following items from his report.

· Site work has commenced on the Bartles property.  Cooperation continues with NORWESCAP and UCP.
· Soil is being moved from the Bartles site to the Pascale site for field rehabilitation.
·  It was stated that the treatment plant being constructed on the Bartles property should be able to serve as a temporary holding tank for the Oldwick Fire Company.
· Comments were made regarding the extension of public water from the Crossroads at Oldwick to the Bartles site.
· Work is ongoing on the athletic field design on the Bartles site.
· The quarry license renewal is being reviewed.
· A Wastewater management meeting was held earlier this month.
· Land surveying work has commenced for the 2006 road improvement projects.

· A meeting will be scheduled with the County to discuss sidewalks in Oldwick.

Discussion followed concerning Mr. Kenyon’s comment regarding work being done by Suburban Consulting Engineers (SCE) with regard to a build out analysis.

Additional comments were made regarding the operation of the Oldwick wastewater plant.

In response to a question by Dr. Clarke-Kudless, Mr. Holt stated that a representative from SCE would be on site during quarry blasting, but would, in no way, remove the responsibility of the quarry to be in compliance:  SCE will be on site solely to observe and report.

In response to a question by Mr. Tauber, it was stated that the matter of alleged discharge on the Toll Brothers site had been forwarded to the HC Department of Health.    
Township Administrator 

Mr. Landon noted the following items from his report.

· No formal written information has been received from Califon Borough regarding their Police Department.  It was the consensus of the Committee to request a formal Resolution from Califon prior to any action being taken.
· Grant monies have been received for trails in the Township.
·  Green Acres funding for the Hill and Dale property have been received.
· A fishing derby has been scheduled at the Pascale pond on 4/29/06.
9.
Township Committee Comments

In response to a question by Dr. Clarke-Kudless, Mr. Landon stated that no additional information has been received from the County regarding an interlocal library agreement.  
Dr. Clarke-Kudless noted the Community Dispute Program and Mediation Service that are available through the North Hunterdon Municipal Court.  Mr. Van Doren elaborated on the issue with regard to mediation.  Mr. Tauber stated that there are no resources that would replace the concept of an ombudsman who would be able to mediate local disputes. 
Mr. Van Doren noted correspondence from the County regarding Open Space funds, adding that 15% could be used for municipally owned historic structures.  Discussion followed regarding utilizing the funds for a roof for the Mountainville building or towards the rehabilitation of the Bartles house. 
Additional comments were made by Mr. Van Doren regarding the library issue.  He opined that a referendum question be included on the November ballot to revisit the issue of a municipal library.  Discussion followed concerning the time line regarding the insertion of a ballot question on the November ballot.

Mr. Van Doren questioned the need to amend the DRO with regard to the Rockaway Village District approval process.  Mrs. Kopen stated that the Ordinance need not be amended at this time, but could wait until the developer could not get approvals.
Mayor Voyce stated that the Mayor’s Summit will be rescheduled to a date in April.
10.
Executive Session

At 10:15 PM Dr. Clarke-Kudless moved adoption of the following Resolution, seconded by Mr. Van Doren.  The motion was approved.  Ayes: Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays: None.  

RESOLUTION #49-2005
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-13 and 10:4-12 that the Tewksbury Township Committee hold a closed session to discuss Advice of Attorney.

It is expected that the discussion undertaken in closed session can be made public at the time official action is taken.

_____________________

William J. Voyce

Mayor

11.
Reconvened
The meeting reconvened at 11:15 PM.

Mr. Van Doren made a motion to appoint Carmen Natale to a one term to the Parks Committee, seconded by Dr. Clarke-Kudless.  The motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  Kenyon.  Abstain:  Tauber.

Dr. Clarke- Kudless made a motion authorizing Mrs. Kopen to move forward with settlement agreement as discussed in the first Executive Session, seconded by Mr. Van Doren. A roll call vote was taken and the motion was adopted.  Ayes:  Clarke-Kudless, Kenyon, Tauber, Van Doren, Voyce.  Nays:  None.  

12.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:120PM.

Roberta A.  Brassard
Municipal Clerk
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