TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES
July 13, 2009

The Tewksbury Township Environmental Commission met at a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Meeting Hall, 60 Water Street, Mountainville, New Jersey.  The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m., roll call taken and a quorum established.

Present:  Chairman Chris Teasdale, Tom Schroth, Miriam Murphy, Bruce Mackie and Laurence Malloy
Absent:  Greg Storms, Mario Colitti and Mary Ace
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT
It was announced that adequate notice of the meeting had been provided by posting a copy thereof on the Municipal Building bulletin board, mailing a copy to the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat, and filing with the municipal clerk, all on January 14, 2009.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Teasdale opened the meeting up to the public.  There being no public comment Mr. Teasdale closed the public portion of the meeting.  
MINUTES
The minutes of June 8, 2009 were approved with minor corrections by motion of Mrs. Murphy and seconded by Mr. Schroth.  All were in favor.  Mr. Mackie and Mr. Malloy abstained.

CORRESPONDENCE:

A motion to acknowledge receipt of the following list of correspondence was made by Mr. Malloy and seconded by Mr. Mackie.  All were in favor.  

· Treatment Works Approval Permit Application for the Fairmount Presbyterian Church, Block 6.04, Lot 5.01.

· NJDEP Environmental Stewardship Initiative recognizes Tewksbury for its voluntary and proactive measures taken to go beyond compliance in an effort to improve the environment and ensure a sustainable future.

· A letter from the SBWA to Chris Teasdale dated June 5, 2009 regarding membership donation.

· A copy of a letter dated June 16, 2009 from the NJDEP regarding Block 12, Lot 29.3.

· Memo dated July 1, 2009 from Shana L. Goodchild regarding LUB public hearing for Block 36, Lot 3.18 (application material included).

· The Current, Spring 2009

· Hunterdon County Soil Conservation District Notices for:

a. Tewksbury Meadows – Block 37, Lot 7.11

b. Murray Residence – Block 12, Lot 36

c. Serenity Hills Farm, LLC – Block 4, Lot 4.13

d. Oldwick Animal Hosptial – Block 45, Lot 28

e. Tewksbury Township – Block 44, Lot 22

Mrs. Murphy questioned the correspondence regarding the Murray property, Block 12, Lot 36.  Mr. Mackie explained that he received approval for a new home and accessory structures.  Mr. Teasdale noted that he has been on the property and the owner seems to be committed to tree management.  
Mrs. Murphy also questioned the correspondence regarding Block 12, Lot 29.03.  Mr. Teasdale indicated that he would ask Ms. Goodchild about the correspondence.  

Mr. Teasdale noted that the NJDEP Environmental Stewardship Award was for Arbor Day.  The Commission applauded Mrs. Murphy for her hard work and dedication to Arbor Day.      
DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Status of ERI
Mr. Teasdale reported that there was a deadline of June 31st to submit an update of the ERI to the Highlands Council using their specific format.  It was prepared by Debbie Kratzer and submitted by the deadline.  Mr. Teasdale noted that he has been reviewing the draft ERI for a final edit and will be meeting with Mrs. Kratzer next week in order to get the draft finalized by the August Environmental Commission meeting.  The regular meeting in September would be used to familiarize everyone with the document and the public meeting would be a special meeting at the end of September.  The official ERI would then be forwarded to the Land Use Board and Township Committee in early October.  Mr. Teasdale opined that if there are discussions related to opting in/opting out the ERI would be a good tool for the Land Use Board and Township Committee to use.  

When asked about the changes to the document, Mr. Teasdale noted that the major change has been the addendum to the ERI which is Highlands related.  The language was provided by the Highlands (basically the template).  Mrs. Murphy asked Mr. Teasdale to make sure that the Highlands trail is noted in the ERI.  Mr. Teasdale agreed to get a copy of the draft ERI to everyone.  

· Update on E.C. Liaisons to other Boards/Committees (eg. Forest Advisory Board, Pascale Advisory Committee and Land Use Board)
Mrs. Murphy noted that watering of the Arbor Day trees has been the responsibility of the Brownies and Cub Scouts; Jeff Fenton has organized and assigned them various weeks to be in charge of watering.  She added that there are a few trees that are not doing well and they will be replaced if they die.  She added that Rick Brady has been watering at the Oldwick Fields and Christie Hoffman with a truck provided by the Oldwick Fire Co.  The Boy Scouts from Troop 199 have been taking care of Fairmount North.  She noted that weeds are growing in the compost around the evergreens at the Oldwick Fields and she has asked the Woman’s Club if they will weed but they have not committed.  
Mrs. Murphy presented the Commission with a letter that she drafted to the Township Committee asking for budget consideration.  She added that Hayden Hull and the Manager of Resources and Agriculture in Somerset County have been working together to design on-site CEU bearing courses that would be valuable for Tewksbury.  She added that Mr. Hull volunteered to pay for the on-site courses.  Mr. Teasdale noted that the message in Mrs. Murphy’s letter needs to be clearer that over $400 of personal money was spent.  The consensus of the Commission was that the letter wasn’t clear as to what Mrs. Murphy was asking for and the Commission members encouraged her to be more specific.  Mr. Teasdale opined that the Commission should push back a little when the State requests that the watering bags be returned.  
Mr. Malloy asked about the status of the Pascale Advisory Committee but due to Mr. Storms absence there was no update.  Mr. Malloy indicated that he would contact Mr. Storms directly.  
Mr. Teasdale read into the record the letter the Environmental Commission wrote regarding the Borghese variance application.  Mr. Mackie noted that the Land Use Board received the letter and that it will appear before the Board at Wednesday’s meeting.  

Mr. Teasdale noted that a revised application for the DeFelice property, Block 36, Lot 3.18, was received.  Mr. Mackie explained that the Board discussed the application and it was agreed that the applicant would return with a smaller structure as well as a modified location.  Mr. Mackie noted that the Land Use Board was not in favor of the Commissions suggestion of moving the barn in front of the existing house.  When asked if plumbing is proposed in the barn, Mr. Mackie responded in the negative.  The Commission had no further comment on the application.  

Mr. Mackie reported on the resolution for the Oldwick Animal Hospital.  

· Report on outcome of 2009 water testing program
Mr. Teasdale will contact Dee Ely at the South Branch Watershed Association to get stats from the well water testing.  

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the Commission adjourned at 8:29 p.m. by motion of Mr. Mackie and seconded by Mr. Malloy.  All were in favor.  

Respectfully submitted,

Shana L. Goodchild

Land Use Administrator
